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TRREE-for Africa: What ?

Training and capacity building initiative 
e-Learning
e-Resources

Trilingual (French-English-German) 
Freely available 
Open code software

http://www.trree.org/site/en_elearning.phtml
http://www.trree.org/site/en_resources.phtml
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LEVEL 2
Key responsibilities 

Level 4
Pressing  themes 

Module 1: Introduction

Module 2.1: Ethics evaluation

Module 2.2: Research Partners 

Module 2.3: etc. 

LEVEL 1
General Concepts 

LEVEL 3
National requirements   

Module 4.1: 

Module 4.2: etc. 

3.1 Country A 3.2 Country B

General Structure of e-Learning Program
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First phase (yellow) and additional content (white) of website

e-Learning

2 modules from 
levels 1, 2 or 4

Introduction

Ethics Evaluation

Level 3
modules

Mali

Cameroon

Tanzania

Switzerland

Senegal, Nigeria, 
Mozambique, Germany,
Canada etc.

Laws, regulations, policies guidelines from:
International, regional bodies 
Mali, Cameroon, Tanzania, 
South Africa, Sénégal, Nigeria
Canada, Switzerland, Germany, etc. 

Other African countries  
Other European and 
Northern countries

Links to other sites and resources: 
Jurisdictional and  thematic (Health Research Web)

e-Resources

Events calendar? TRREE documents ...

Trlingual Glossary, bibliography, Hyper links 
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TRREE-for Africa: How ?

Collaborative
Collegial 
Bi-directional
African perspective with-in an international 
perspective
Based on universal principles of ethics
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TRREE- Setting priorities (1)

Needs assessment Questionnaire
Conceived, pre-tested and validated 
Approved by RECs in  Cameroon, Mali, Tanzania 
and Switzerland

– Submitted to ethics committee members in 
Cameroon, Mali & Tanzania

– 109 contacted / 255 total in 3 countries 
– 68 % response rate (74/109) 
ANALYSIS BY JÉRÔME ATEDJIEU
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TRREE- Setting priorities (2)

Summary of Results of the NAQ
– 71% of respondents already had some sort 

of training in ethics (58 % in Switzerland)
– Priority in terms of content: 

Fundamental principles of ethics 
Applicable normative framework
How to conduct ethics review

– Audience 
REC members & researchers

Ateudjieu Jérome, Baume Cédric, Joyce Ikingura, Marie Hirtle, Alassane Niaré and Dominique 
Sprumont, Training Needs Assessment in Research Ethics Evaluation Among Research Ethics 
Committees Members in Three African Countries: Cameroon, Mali And Tanzania, in Developing 
World Bioethics, September 2009
Dominique Sprumont, Formation de base en éthique de la recherche : retour aux sources avec 
le projet TRREE, in Bioetica Forum, Décembre 2009
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Follow-up

Elearning.trree.org (online since June 2009)

Recognition as continuing education program for physicians by 
the Swiss Medical Association (October 2009)

New countries included for 2010 (Senegal, Nigeria, 
Mozambique, South Africa) (funding pending)

New languages available for 2010 (Spanish, Portuguese) 
(funding pending)

New structures for a sustained development in coordination 
with all partners and other similar initiatives

Collaboration with Health Research Web / AVAREF
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TRREE- for Africa: Latest Figures (8 October 2009)

SINCE LAUNCH (June 19, 2009)
– Number of visits: 6503 (5098, Sept. 18)

– Number of registered participants: 574 (390, Sept. 18)
From 51 countries (36, Aug. 27) (23 in Africa)

-> United-States (155) -> Switzerland (82) -> Mali (42)
-> Cameroon (32) ->  Ghana (28) ->  Nigeria (24) -> 
Zambia (24) -> Tanzania (21) -> Kenya (16) -> India (14) 

– Number of participants who completed the modules: 185 
(110, Sept. 18)

– Number of certificates issued: 127 (64, Sept. 18)
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Where we are !
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