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ABSTRACT

This study analyzes the German f a i l u r e  to dec is ive ly
conclude Operation Barbarossa by cap turing i’ioscow, asking
whe ther this failure was tt e result of disregard for the
principle of the objective , jibe failure at Moscow was the
first significant se tback for’ ~k1e German Array in World War 11.

The role p layed  by the notion of t~ e o b j e c t i v e  in th e
p r e — h o r i d  War II German Army is i n v e st i g a t e d  along Wi tr the
backgrounds  and p e r s o na l it i e s of the  p r inc ipa l  m i l i ta r y  end
c iv i l i an  leaders involved in. t ’ .n campaign. These b ackground
chapte r s  orovide the  ins iF ’bt  needed to unders tand  the r e l a t !o n —
sb~ o t ha t  exis t ed  between t e  t i~c ti c a l  comxmnder and h i s
Su. .)er’IO rS o a r I n r ~ the de ta i l ed  p l :n n ~ nt~ ; nd. execu ion of
O oe rat ion  Barbarossa.

The ques t i on  of whe th ’~r th e Ge:naan Army 07 l9)~O—l 9)4
subscr ’ .bed to the  p r inc ip l e  of th e  ob j ec t~ ye n~ p r ep er l y
ao~~lie :’ the p r i n c i p l e  is examined in d e ta i l  in the sb~ d v .
~ x L .e n s i  v~ use s . . ad o  of oe rson~~i diar ~ es and ‘aemoirs of

rinan ;~en er : l o f i l ce r s  direc t ly involve d in t c Ce! taa  ia’n in
Russ i a.

Conclusions reached  in t h e  s .~idy are :
1. The ar i nc~~oi~ of the objectiva evolve i ~h I 1 1 e r or i~~ly

in the G~~rmar~ Arm :j than n the United States Ar ’aiy bu h~~tn
schools at h~~w h t  ~:ere b’~si ce l ly  the s t e  • i h Il  noLL~ n 0~ t L ( :

o b j e ct i v e  was ..ieil e ab l i sb ed  in  the German ~nay p ~or to
World ~e:r il .

P .  Moscow was a decisive ob~ecttve in t~ e aam~~~~an
becaose  I t  r equ i red  the f~ed Army to stand and f ig ht  r a t her
t h an  w i t h d r a w  d e e a e r  i n to  the Sov ie t  Union . H athe r than  r i s k
serious c o n f r o n t at i o n s , the  m i l i tar y  l eade r s  of r~e German
Ar :r iy acquiesced to h i tle r  and cnm a l i e d  w~ th h i s  orders
knowingly risking strategic defeat by di sr e g a rd in ~ the m i l i t a r y
principle oi’ the objective .

3. The leadership element of the German Army of l9LtO
and l9L~]. understood and attempted to apoly the orinciple of
the objecLJve throughou t Operation Barbarossa and . at Moscow
in aarcicular. Hitler did not share their views.

Li.. Political and economic r~oals we re placed ahead
of rili tary objec ive s at t he  expense of the u l t i m a te o b j e c t i v e- ‘

destruction ot the enemy ’s arme d i.’orces in battle .
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. s t u d y  a n a l y ze.  tue ha ~~rJ~~t1a Iaii.uio to  ~OCi~..1.a _ j

c o - ~clu :e C ure  t i on  : r r O cr o :  . c a y  crp ‘turiny l 1 o a c or ~ , r,a:in~’

::he h~~r :h.. c f a il u~ a c c  Lr ~u r o s u l t  of  ciicrofc~ fo r  ti-cc

ic of the objective . Tue far rero a~ ~‘io..co. ‘.rc ~nc

f irst  oi~~n i f ic a n t  s e tb a c k  for t h e  German 
~~~

, .~y -~~~~ ~‘ n ’ ~ i ‘aL II .

The role r l&yc I by the ‘a ct io n  of the objective in the

pr e — W o r d d  s’ar II GO L  . u . A~ y i i  Lnvos t ipa tcc;  alon~ With the

b a ck dr o ur l J c  rind ye :souci 1. t~~ j ’s  o t r I O  pr .~nc~r~ :ii .1! di tae 7

c ivil i an  leuder.:  L n v c~~v o  in  t~ i . . c r uj ~ ~r. Th&~~e ~ : H.: t r o r mx 1

chet t e r s  i r ov i d u  tu e  in~~ip r d  no Lad to  a r Lo ~~ct r a n J tat r ’°i~

ch~ p tha t ex i st e d  h a L ~~ oc n  LI a L c r c t i c a l  cor n ‘ i i  k r  a~ hi:’

suaar io rs d u n n ;  the he t ai l c i  p i r n u i i n y  u i5 L oxacut~ on of 
S

Operation elurberocea . \..

The o uc at i o n o ~ ~ ether the Gc r nan A:e~ . of l f L ’ C _ l  ti

sub sc rihr d  to t .n ic  pninci p l ~ of ar c o b j e c tiv e  ari ~ ropc: ly

are- l ied  LEo r i nc i ;l e  is exar n~~. ei in uetail in the  study.
I

Extensive use is nc ii of person ~l diaries Cf l n r  i c-no  ir e of

G e r a n u’: ‘ (U O i ’3 ±  of f i c r :  dir  ctl i in \olvcit in L a  c LSI: c , 1 1 r

p
‘U. S L I .

Conclusi ons ‘ c c l i e i in t h e  a t u d y

1. TIre prince; 1€ of t I C  o r ’ Ja c  IVc e volved el t f~ rc ’ntly

in L hcr  Ge r; a n n  A r ’ e ~~ L u au  in L~& . r r i t a d  , a u t o :  ~o :~~ at  L o c h

schools of thouph t wa c o  u.:r . ric~~dl y t i a  eerie’. Pho ne t ion  of tue

.in i 
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objective 1155 iceli es ftablien:ics ~~I ’ th e  GI ,’rrnaa Array nerio :  t o

world bar II.

2. Moscow was a ueci .‘iv’ objective in the care 0115

becau se i t required the P .. hun . , ’ to s ta re  and fi , z~t rath0y

t z ean  :.‘it la irr:’i ece .”or into the dovie t  t r :ion . P a th o r  t inari  in s. ;

C e:ucuc confrontations , tha miii rar y leaders of the EL- n. i - e a r n

Aae..y a cqu i esc e d  to Hitler as: ’ cocrj i .. eeL [tn  h1~ : orders

..aon;a ri: Ly r ’i : h iny  : L a n t  , . l u  U . I o . t t  I’ y chr .’ : n a ;  .0  ~ L I :  i f l i l i t , i r ’j

puEnciple of re objective .

E. The lea .‘rs i:~~’ elc,..aat of the bernnai’ An y of i9L~O

and i~~hl un d e r s t oo d  and a t  tons ned to app ly the prancre le  of

:Ee o b j e c t i v e  throa ; uo~~t Operation [tarbarossa and at f 4o e  cow

in particular. hi tle r  did not Ofl~ r& their vicos.

4 Political and economic aria crc elaced

of mi l i t a ry  ob jec t ives at the ereouse of the ultirece objec tire—

des t ruc t ion  of the enemy ’ s armed forces ire battle .
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IE ’f d OD UCTi ON

The purpose of this study is to examine German oaci ’e-

tion~ in Russia through the Battle of Moscow in order ’ to

determine if the German Army adhered to the principle of war

commonly re ferred to as the princip le of the obj ect ive . The

examination includes both the planning phase and execution of

E .eration Barbarossa , the code name of the German invasion of

the  Soviet Union in June 19241. The principle of the o b j e ct ~~vo

has long been accepted by the United States  Army as one of the

cornerstones around which all successful  mi l i t a ry  cacreai;[n.:

are directed . A chap ter is devoted to investi [a ta i-1EL tee’ r os e

played by the notion of the objective in the German A r my  of

19140. This is necessary because it would be inapproariata to

examine the actions of the German Army using a principle or

do ctr ine to which it did not subscribe . Investigation reveals

that although the concept evolved differently in the C-cicero:

Army it was well established as an operational principle hc~ore
$

World War I I .

In order to understand the relationship that oxis ’tcu

between the tactical commander rue his nilitary and civilian

.euneriors , an excursion into the onI.c eproriiros and , to a l i i  ted

dogro~~, the personali t ies of these ~ru sviduals is ir lciu( :cc i .

These factors  played an important role in the  planning and

execut ion  of Operat ion l3arbaroosa.

1
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Tine f ail u re  of era ;ieu,; ain Petty to de f e at  the Soviet

f o r ce s  110 :T ndin . ” I • JO S C O W  .Llt t 11 ’ iSill 01 1 ~l Los been ‘~ te2nJ n~~J

b y h i s to rians , t a c t i c i a n s, and s’t ~~aL o p i s t s  in free r d et a i l

d u r i n~ the cast thirty y e a r s  • IJ : .scrrous e’oaso~-r for the

San-sian re.Llurc have been put forti~~r’. ’ . These o~ a.

~ine :ree’sh Russian winter; the late startin~ date of tue

vasion ; the mistake of attemrtin .~ to fight  a two-- f r ’ n nt  war ,

and tine underestim ation of Soviet strength and resources .

Whilo these often—stated causes of German failure

may well Pace contributed to the end result at M o sc ow  they

will not be examined in any detail in tbi~ tac~a t i s e.  Tine

question of wh e t h e r  the Gcnaan Ar; a- of l9bO~~lj4l subscribed

to tue no tie r: of th e arii c [ ale  of tIle object [vc and a on-cal;

a “lied tini~ princi: ic arc tiio i s Sj o 2  at lou d .

The t he sis  ;n”oi”ir.i strto;ie’n t to ‘ I C  ~‘eear nin ne ’ ’ is , “ l I t. :

the Ge:e ean failure to ccisie- .’iy conclure tOe It’ ca;; ci ‘: i  0 /

cu~~iuri np M O S C O W  a resul t of a d i s reL  ace, of the princIple of

t he objective .”

The me thodology to ho followed in ex a i h u l u . :  tuc t o ,

rob lo r i  a - aternent ind uces a con ‘ar isen of German and Lini t e l

S tat e s do c tr i n e?  rela ti r i, : to t ir e  ,“r I - j c ip lo oI’ the objective ,

its historical on Inc in t h e  nine teen .1 con i cr” , all’. ( C V , ’ i on :  —

ment up to Would ~I ac  II. An ex tcr ire vi’ in , ‘ r ; i i r L . u n  o P  t : J c

p l an n in r ;  0l~~ ,~ 00 10 !t i r ’ 1. of  Ci ( ‘ ‘ 1 1 1 0 1 1  0 , ‘ ‘ i-CL e ’ .LO . 1 i ’  I , 1 in , n e l i

throLi ph c ’a: ’ ’ , ly I) c~r ’ r ’ n n ’ nr 19241 5 1 ( l i i  ! i rc tc ’d .  This ‘10111 .: in i’;

o x a i n o i na t  o Il of l’ i o ~~c actions in U ‘j~t of Limo no tier ’ oi Lin e

objec t iv e .
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Cs A I ’ L ’ JLl l  I

T P i L  i ;  ‘ C :  aLE OF ‘1’ 11 On:Ji’ ,C’ iv:

Ira t i’:e Uni ted States e u ’ e e lt i et i l  center:’; r:rlliecn :p.’

— 

5,O CI . ht  a: ad or er sue , m a ’ L Pout au : , S t.  on , eve Pce:n n C s n ’  on

-..~~cr  tPe baited States Anmy refers to an r~~ene irn!,.s of a:

‘line Liii. ted States An:,’ bar: an’optc’ci ce-u,: refined a ,‘aecif c

lie tin . - of tnese ‘rinciples of war long b e f o re  i- Pc be iercna

of iIo~~lci 
‘n e c  i’I. Liven prior to ,ne isnar’ [can Ci nLi War s e u’h c nt s

at  l i st  Point c;c ro  t i~ or o a, - P l y  seuauiec in 0r ’inc ip l e s  of war’ as

OUflI ’: in tine tree; ‘f: ~a o 2 1’;~~ on A:1 c i i  nc JO;eifli .’ uo. . .ini . ‘ , cut

too ‘c-eater sort eon of iris life writing about vOa” , h i;  005

l1 ’SLO tori n;on’a’ 1.”: ‘c o::: ly i’~’~’ci ’ a’ 1’A i t do lu :Lu’- ’ : a

~Par s , ide ) ,  L:’ao:’lat o l  a. toe ,:a Cs ’. u P  , . ,‘  A: “, ‘b_,n ~~’’ •

In u! : , Ci  1125 ear lier  worna , Treatisc on h i-rend ‘l l t t o~~~

____________ 
n u b l i s b ie d  in eiph c vo1ui~j~~5 cc: twoen 1CC4 am , lul6

Jonir~i c lear l y  includes his princieles of war. ill this  f i rst

n on: n O  s t a t e d , “Tine i’unci am enta l  ::i”i :’:ci :1~es upon Which rose

~,i1 ‘ cad coml ,: l i-nations of car Pave a lway s  l , ’O J . , :t e O , . . . e r a s e

:‘inci~ 1 crc innci ’~an ;oaOle; L u c y  Crc in u’ r ,e j i!omit of t i~~

m : e t i n ’ n  oP  t ir e  Cr!,!:,: c i r r ; l oyed , of’ n n c . _ or~ n ‘-lace :: . ” i n c  ~5C ’ ’ .’-

s o ’ o ’ ’h L. na ,e s l ’i , “ a ot t le , ;w o : , r r r l rainier: Clcm i , e 1 ’. ,L t ~~,
arid the A i r  ican Civil War,” if ill L~~r’y Aff : ,  re’, 3 3

‘;CeI: j(. r’ lL ’/11): 133.
0
Antoine . Jomini , i nc’~~~~,j , se on Grand Ni 1ite ,~y 1 ,1 00,

I c r , 2 vols., trans . Col. S. i. ~io1abird~~~~ ew Ye s : :  J ) ~ Ver m-
o. : t ,; ‘cnn , l~ 6~ ), 2:244~~.
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on to d Is c uss  ~‘.‘:,ct may be c~t 1 ie’:  se-s O n e - S ec  theory t .at , “ tine

‘ ‘ a ’ i nc  ic :,r : or- i which  e ver y  miii u p  soaP: I m an :!

Is to oper at e  w i t h  tao ;‘ Ll” e O L C ’ C t  ::1C , , :Ci of our’ i o n e : ’ , a

c omb i n e d  effor’L , usom’r a U c c I a i  VO : °~~~~~ ~~. In Jo: t ini ’  :‘:

cann. :orat ion:  of rules for execution of n ,nI : :  nri ,mec i, :, 1c , :in q

rcactcr be --ins to see most of ti ’io U.S. yr-c;’ a present n a ’i nc i n i ’ o s

of  nor enter o. For oxasreic’, one can see the n~ inci ian’ of cisc

o’ , ec e :ii~o er . ier fO f r o m  Jos-.,Lni’s second ::10as1,ari; .

The second :‘:icasue-cn is t o  d i r e c t  our :e love;ncnts  a air1s t
t h e  ‘iou acivantafeous foe ale near’t .  ThC’ C ho i ce  o f  t hat

‘die oart eic ’eonds ucor i  the position of ti~c’ en-nc:.:y. The
most is: or ’can : point will a lways  do ~nat one’ , the occu-
p at I o n  of which wi l l  insure  us t he  m o s t  fa’;orable d ia i s, c’cs
~.nc1 procure’ us the moat favorable results. For ‘:xes’a- lo ,
such will Lc ’ehose p o s i tio ns tha t  tend to :;ivo us co nt ro l
of tinc enemy ’s couin:isr’iica .~oas with fir :  he -rca of o , ,ii- ’O Lion :”,
~ nJ to ::‘rou’ lilsi ~~~~~~~~~~~ unmon an in cu rm o u nt a b l  o b s t a c l e ;
::cn ci : as a sea ;  a -i- cat ini v~~r , a’,ithou~ a bn ” s~~1 :c’ ; or the ’
territory of a stro aa’ neutral hol/ er.

Frosi fur t:~er u :’:a ni i l Ct i O n .  of joe-hal ‘ s~~~~ae- ly n’a’i t i i~ , s

one also f i nds  t l i O  princia-ies of mass , oi ’ic:isive , saa r ’, ,f i sc  ann::

ecorn orri ’; of force . ~1c:i1c Jomini ’s 1 r ie-ldlp les Cia e n or  :necocsa.~~:1;:

ei’arased as we see t ine: :  to~~ay,  the essence of our praacs ;’;ics

of v/ar are contained in JoroLni ’s T re a t i se  on (Pee -oh

ra d on ‘, An examination of Josiini ’ s la ter  i’,., :,, ::;ur a’ of

Art of War reveals that the princ iple of tre’ oo,je’ctiv .n

1’~~ ’aced in somewhat  d i f Pe’rent tc ,i , ” 1 s  b u t  st i l l  ve ry  vi:; ii i’

He w r o t e ,

I ., p .  1 ~I h ld . 
~~~
.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _  
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t o  a r r o w  by st ~ ’~~to , ’ ie , .1o ’:e , , cn ’ts  the  ::nac. , of co  A : :

ssc c ea ai veiy ,  W o n  the doci~~iv~, ’ l ’ o~r nt . :  of a t r e e - a t e :’ o~
t a n  , and aie:o U : o n  tine ’ coi , :, , .Lcnrcar  ions of  th ’j ‘ ‘ ‘a ”e in,.

snooP as rose’) bie w _, th ou t Colt ;  ‘j O t l ,  if lp  0i-1’; 1 C 0C1:..

W:’P,je Baron Jo.nini was writing one the t:nc’ocy of war

in France a Prussian , Carl von Ciausewi,tz , ua:: n :iir :ilas’ly

In Perils:. It is doubtful that the tbo ’u , rht s  of Carl

von’: Claer’u’~’,’etz becaice well known I:: thee United States eartil

:‘:ell after those of Jomini. In recent years , howev er ,

Claucewitz ’s On War has come to be the best known nor:: in the

fisn_ ’ ’ of m i l i t a r y  art and theory . Tao ‘works of’ Jonnin! have

almost for”~ot  ton , but tine’ hen Ca 1 ’u’ re,:ia lain .

I” ,,: i~ the on eration:,::1 notion of objective that in

tar o t in U .S. ~t:’;::e’ rc : ,oo1~ is Jomirinicu r a t h e r  than Clause-

w it s i an  I. is t ’ossii ’lc  to f inn  :[r-nj lar (Clause:’ii, ::niso1) thou ;  at:

on th e  ‘n lr ac in l~, ’ of t :’ie o b j e c t i v e  in On War. For e:~:ennsle ,

examination of Chas ter II , Pool : V,e’ i leaves one w i t h  the cc::-

co;’: ’t of ‘t2i~ “ o b j e c t i v e.” In ‘.‘Iri t in , ’ on Absolc te and Real War ,

Ciaus ’ewitz s t a t ed ,

The sian of war cou ’ipr’ciien. tue wsoie :: ‘n il i  car p ac t
role - in it that act becomes a w ioie , :‘d~ ic1l ::1ua t have’ c:::

f’i:’.ci l d et c r : i :i  na te  on j e c t  , ii’n :’:. :ci’, all re.” , .ecuil ,nrr ’ 0 ‘Joe .::
t become nb. O n  ho’ , i . No h e m  j ,  : e ’oe ’!;,’ic’2 ’ I C I ,’ , , on ’ , a t  i n ; ,

no acer should be 1-on e , ’ lc ’ ( (- ed , If ,‘ .,, ‘:‘li’ n c  ‘ o h  u ’i:, ,:eli’ , ..‘ I ~~i . —
Os i. f i r s t  sec ’ieini , a re~’ i y  to tb ’,’ in u r ’: : l : ,’i 0 : , “ n i t  ~ , .: :o Sc ’
at  ti’ih sc,’d by and .1 n the r: ae:i, ’- ? ”  ‘The first 1:,, th ’:e £‘i, i ,u. J,
ou , P ’ ct ;  the  o th er ’  is  t h e  inte~”::ie ’, ;i e i cc  as~::. Py t h is  C o i l ’  f

— 

‘ ‘ ‘ IJo::::n ,~ , ~~ :‘ ‘P e :  c C  ann ,  C r ’O, , ns . n/ . - . C r-’ae- all , Ofl’, :
‘
• F l .  i’ic:’ndeli (Phi lac lel ;i s ,Lnr : J . ii . Le pojncott and C ’’ .,  lIn62),

p. 70.

L , .  
_ _

~~~ —,.- — ___
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con siderat ion the wh o l e  course of the war is ; , r ’ ,:.’e-cribes ,
t i n e  e x t e n t  of the rneO.n in an ’.’: t i :o  :ecnisure  of en e rpy  ce~”
determined; its infiue~’nce mani f’ests itself down to t : : n
smal les t  orpan of a c t i o n .

heading further into hook VIII, On W’~ n ’ , one finds

Clause’.’.sLtz nir i t ia’:p :

To reduce ‘the weid’i’l t of t r u e  enemy ’ in p o w e r ’  to  as ~u w
cc:nta ’es of gravity ca: poss ib le , in t o  Oflu if i t  car be
done : again to conf ine  the a t t acec  a~~aInst  thee-c ’  con toes
of force to as few principal ufl’oer ’C an’:iflCS as possible ,
to joe if possible; lastly, t~o kee’p

7
all secondary un-noes-

tal’:ln ;r’ as s.ubordinate a:, possible.

W.i
r
thout  quest ion, Ciausewitz has as his main theme here ti-ne

pr”cnciple of concentration (mass) but the purpose of this

concentration is to attack against a single “center  of

neavity” _~~the notion of objective . Wh ile the principle of

objective does not ap; m ea . r in O n I ~’a:’ in a comrn lc’tely clear

manne r i t  is c e r t a i n l y  an undec’lvin(: Lh o u ; ht  I n  man y ‘CCC-

~ r ann ’rs tieoouflm ane t the work .

I ‘ I -UI-  WORLd ‘WAP ‘t ill 1W 1 PCi hE OF TI-lB OBj I ,’.CTJ VE III

Ti lE C1fPILAJ\I AND AtlFh i CAr Ao ’lj , i , . : :

in the Uni t ed  States Army the general princl;’les for

the c o n d u c t  of war were well established prior to World

War II. Joseph L. Har::il , in a recent article in hi±lia:~, ’

6Crrr’i von Cla us ew i t z , On Fi nn ’, t n  i : ’ . U .  J . d i”sb , ,r:n ,
(La : rn: : K” ,’’cn Paul , Trench , Truebncr ’ and Con: 1 ‘ar-i ;,  Lt d . , fy11)
p.  7’). C lausr ’u ’ i to ’ 5: On War was ‘i r i : ’l i s i n ’ . ’ I  a f t er 113 a cisc  L i :  nn
i I~1. Boot: VIII w a n :  in the form of  n o te s  ra~’ h o t ’  than  a no:: —
pie ted manuscript. How closely the ,,‘mo ‘ , ~~f l  1,1001 Viii , a.-
.nrLished , ~ i ,r’e-ill:’i those of “i au ; ,:ewit s  ,t: ’~ opposed to cri e di t o r

e Cici r i c t be den t’ermineci .

711”id ., n . 1141.
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A r f a ir s , pointed out t h a t  one of the U.S. military acacn orn~ ’’ s

texts prior to the Civil ian was Josni,rr~~’s Snu
~m~~~Lof 

trr~ Art

, ‘ r ”~~~~se ’ . Harsh won t  on to write , “h in a-’ ~‘ r-o . n i .. n en t  graduates of

the aca.d o:ny indicated at  one t ime or another  the d eb t  t i :c ’y

owed the Swiss theorist.”
8 

T1:Is dependence on Jomir : i’ s antics-

lation of principles continued to operate in the U.S. Army of

t i n e  : we n t i, t h  century .  In 1959, the principles of war guiding

the U.S. Army were out l ined in Field Manual 100-5, Operations

in a style clearly reminiscent of Jomini ’s Su,ianary  of the A r t

c ’~ l’,as.

The ultimate objective of all military operations is
the  d es t r u c t i o n  of the enemy ’ s armed forces in battle.
Decisive d e f e a t  in b a t t l e  breass the enemy ’s will to war
and forces him to sue for peace which is the national Cia-n .
To attain this ultimate objective one or more intermedi ate
o b j e c t i ves  may have to be ‘ienor ’:n inod .  These obje’isives
mu s t  be well d e f i n e d  and tnl i : : t cAn t a- i bu t e  t o w a r d  t l n ”  att ai n— - ‘

scent of the ult imate objective .~

The discussion of the objective here reveals tine con is r nu i n :’I

in f l u e n c e  of J~ m~ ni~~ tl’:oun:trts.

Prior to Worl d War II h erm a n  m i l i t a r y  theory  can I

doctrine was based upon the t :nupi : ts  of Carl von Clausc ’w tu

fo und in  Qa~~ n’a r.  German conce ptual notion of the princ . rle inS’

the objective was that of Clausewits. Examination of t n - c’

w i - - i t i nn o of well kno wn German ‘t ‘a’ ‘r ’ai o i ’ t ’iccrs f:’on tnca Li i ’

of Cla’ :~ e wi tz ‘ in ‘ b a th un t i l  We i ~,1u inn ’  ,! I in1i~~~’. ’ V ‘ :  ‘y e l I  ‘onl y

a L e : ’ !’J , ) rel and hn: ,’j o  “ i ’ . 1

. d . , ’ii ‘ ‘el O i ’ b I : V ’ n L , ‘l’ ’~~~L~~ t - i ’ , ’c :‘b_ c- 1~ a~~i - ’ ’ .1c~ ‘~, ‘ I ’ —

I ~~~~~~~~~~ 014 100. ,,_ c ( a n  nm “ o n l  LI jo m m  1

i ” : i : I i t ’r~ ’ 0 1 L ’i,co , I’_~~~~: , 
~~~
.

— ‘ —~~~~~~~~
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the influence of Clausewitzian thought. General Jakob Uc’c,’:’, :i,

for exa~a-c ’n le , wrote in the early years of tile 20th Center’ ; ,

“I, like every other German officer”, have, consciously or’

-, . ,  10uncon sciously,  in s t ruc ted  in the spirit OC u lausewi L :o . ”

B. H. Liddell Hart , in the foreward to  Gerhard :‘:itte’- ’ s,

l b s  Sci: 1~~eff e n  Plan , ou t l ines  the reasonind behind Coun t Alfred

von Schlieffen ’s plan for the conduc t of war arjainct France and

E’ussia in 1905 and 1906 . In Liddeil Hart’s ‘,iorhs , ilchl. ’ ieffc ’ n ’ s

concept of war “was dominated by the theoretical ab:,’olute:: of

- . 11 -I :. c ’wntz ian  d o c t r i n e.” Coun t von Schlnef f en , o.s Chief of

t h e  llicrmasr General Staff from l8~~i to 1905 , was in a p osi tio n

to influence German military thir mkin ,’~ when a number of n i n I b

rardcinL: o f f i c e r s  of World War II were bei :Lnnin i”  their military

careers . For example , Lh,’r :cr ’al Gerd von Runds t ed t  and ‘i cn i ’nen”e l

L u d w i g  Beck en tered  m i l i t a r y  s’~’rvice dur in~ th is p e r i o d  al’s:

rose to high ranl c pr ior  to World War IT .

According to General L; n en tn cr  h lu a n cn t rit t , “ie,u n d e-t e d t

belonged to the old German Geri ’ ’ ,i’jl staff School of l”lolt, ’:e and

12
Sci ’niie ffen . . .“ Ludwi ,‘~ Beck ions  ano thor die:ci p le of Cour. t

von ScI’ilieffen , “Deep ly rooted in the t i”c :i t ions  of 14olt~’ : , ’

a p
h’ , , war t  L .  Murr ay , ‘J r n c  n .’ ai it v  c m  ~a , lit Intro__n ,eL t C l i

CL ,’: , , , “ ‘s itz (London : I l u ’ J c iCOC ’: : :  L t d , m od ) ,  ~~. 
‘

H. LH :’ clc’li Hart , Fo i”ewo : n o ‘ i n  dchliuf:’’:’i P .1 n ’.

icy (I : r i n a ,r i  I~i t ter , I: eu-is. Andrew an I i ’lva wim ~~~m ;nnw York :
Frederick A.  T’ r ’a i ’ ’n n : ’, i 5 ’~) ,  

~~~~
. 

~~~
.

12
Guenther Biunientritt , ~oii n ’ n i : :, ’ I  c d  TI :’ .‘io ln : ie r  ems

i’n yen (London; Odlnnie ns Press L i m i t ’ ) , 1,  C), p. 120. 
——

______________________________________________________________ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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end Schlieffen , he strived persistently to pass on to the

genera t ion  e ntr u s t e d  to him their spiritual iier’itage .”
13

An example of how deeply ingrained Clausewitz was in

the minds of the general o f f i c e r  corp s can be found in the

‘wri t inCs of Field Marshal Wilhelm List. List , writing about

the training of the German General Staff Corps, enumerated

w:’,a t  might be termed a partial list of principles of war.

Reading L i s t’ s manuscrip t one finds him using what can he

called a de f in i t e  Clausewitzian concept--a center  of gravi t y .

par t icular  List wrote ,

In trainin~: for ba t t l e, i.e., in s trategy and tactics ,
t he main principle was the idea of annihi lat ion in the
classic sense , that  is the demand for the de s t ruc t i on  and
el i m i n a t i o n  of the enemy combat forces and the u ti l i~~~ t ion
of even the  smal les t  su c cL ss  toward th i s  final goal .

L~i: ,: t  cont inued wi th the notion of  surprise , concdr-

t r ’ , t t  ion (me s s) ,  employment  cf  arms and “t h e  demand fo r  the

a s r ’ e atj o n  o f  a c e n t e r  of gravity in s t r a t eg ic  as well as in

ta c t i ca l  act i ons . ”~~ L i s t’ s thoughts  on the  d e s t r u c t i o n  and

e lim i n a t i on  of the enem y combat forces  are cer ta in ly  very

similar to the U.S. Army pre-World War II principle of t ine

objective . Clearly, the German military leadership of l’;orld

War II was Clausewitzian in thought.

Siegfried Westphal , The Germ an Army in ‘I lmu  W e s t
(London : Cassell and Company L imi ted , 1951), i .  29.

l4 Wilhelm Lis t , Gencian General S t a f f,  Tra ining and
Devel opment  of the German General S t a f f  O f f i c e r,  Man i scr iu t
#P-03l6 , Historical Division , U .S. European Command , un-
published and undated , pp. 149-50.

15Ibid.

______________ — — — —  —-.— ——. ‘- —-——
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Since Adolph Hi t ler  eventual ly  assumed complete  con-

trol over the arm ed forces some examination of his thoudilts on

m i l i t a r y  theory and doctr ine  are warranted.  Although he saw

* military service during World War I as an enlisted man, it

would be inaccurate to a t t r i b u t e  his theories to those ox-

~eriences . From Hitler ’ s wr i t ings and public speeches one may

glean some notions about his thoughts on military theory and

their origins. On two occasions in both Hem Kampf and a

volume entitled Hitler ’s Secret Book
1 he made reference to

CLausewitz and included short quotations .

Examination of Hitler ’s public speeches made between

April 1922 and August 1939 coupled with his writings indicates

that he was undoubtedly a follower of Clausewitz. On at least

four occasions he incorporated direct quotes from On War in

his speeches. For example, in a November 1938 speech on the

anniversary of the “Putsch” of 1i123, Hitler included a very

lengthy quotation from Clausewitz. On other occasions the

quotations were brief and presented some of the better kno wn

l i nes from Clausewitz.

11t f i s t s point , ::evern,l c omi c i em s Lone: m ay he’ : i n ~: w :  c o n  —

s m ’n Lu~’ t k n e  princ ip le’ of t i n e  oLcj c’c t i vo  ann t i m e  /e’rm :r’j ca i,  e n d

I : : nnu  v~ ow o f eh is  In’inc  L p lc’

I i ’ ’ ; ,’ , h ’ j ” : I  n o u n  h: r s s m ’ m n Lj aj l y  a n’e :i’ t ’ ”i~ . 1 1 ) 1 :  o f
V o limm ne 2 oi l  Et ,i ’i ka: , n ’ L .  i t  w a n :  be in i l l  1 i2 i~ and i i l : l , a  ‘ i  i i

Si c ,1 i si and Germ an I n ldd l  . i ’: I o j l  I iii t i e : ’ , : n i  L’i ., ’r ’ s h’
r o i n ] : , trans . Salvator  At I anaoino (New York : Grove ‘ m c ’ :, ; : :  I i , ’: •

1 61).
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a. American thought was based on the wri t ings  of

i Jo : ’mi ni

b . German mi l i t a ry  though t was based on the wr i tings

o f  Cl a use wit z .

c. Jomini ’s writings were very clear on the principles

of t he ob jec t ive  while Clau sewi tz was less spec i f ic  on t his

sub jec t .  However , the opera tional notion of the object iir e  as

i t  is currently understood is contained in the writings of bo th

theorists.

An examination of German Army regulations published

prior to World War II fails  to reveal a single brief l is t  of

principles of war such as those published by the U.S. Army.

The fact that such a list was never published certainly does

not  indicate that  the German Army of 1936-1941 did not  adhere

to certain principles of war. The notion of the princi1 lw of

the objec t ive  existed and was understood by German ln , ’ ,cuiercn .

One is thus j u s t i f i e d  in using the n o t i o n  of the ob jec t ive  as

a tes t  of the adequacy of German plans for their World War II

or, )rations in Rus.’~ia.

_ _ _ _  -~~~- --- ---~~~~~~~~~~ — -~~~~— ~~-- ‘~‘—~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
--

~~~~~~ 
‘
~~~~~~~



CHAPTER I I

THE M I S SION AND PRIN CIPAL INDI VIDU ALS

“The sword is then the plow , and from tine tears of

• war grows [sic] the daily bread for generations to come .”
1

While doctrine is an important f ac to r  in any military

operation, the background and personalities of the men who

conduct those operations are equally important. As Hitler

consolidated his power and demonstrated what appeared to many

to be mil i tary genius , two groups of policy planners emerged .

Hit ler  and his immediate circle of mi l i tary  advisors along

with  the senior generals in the Army became central to the

military planning process. Representatives of both groups

must be analyzed before detailed discussions of the plans

themselves can proceed.

In 19214. while serving a five year sentence in Landsberg

Prison, Adolph Hitler finished the first volume of his work ,

Mein Kamp f. Careful study of this lengthy work provides a

view of Hi t le r ’ s thoughts  on a wide variety of political ,
V

social, economic and military subjects. While it is not

accurate to say that these ideas were the driving force behind

every t hing Adolph Hitler did from 1924 until his death in 1945,

it is certainly appropriate to state that they played an

1Adolp h Hitler, Mein Kamp f (New York: Roynal and
Hitchcock , 1941), p. 3.

12
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impor tant  role. For example , in Chapter XIV , Volume II ,

dealing with “eastern policy ” he wrote:

With this, we National Socialists consciously draw
a line through the foreign policy trend of our pre-War
period. We take up at the halting place of six hundred
years ago. We terminate the endless German drive to t i-~.
south and west of Europe, and direct our gaze towards
the lands in the east . We finally terminate  the colonial

• period and trade policy of the pre-War period , and proceed
to the territorial policy of the future .

But if we talk about new soil and t e r r i to ry  in Europe
today , we can think p~imari1y only of Russia and its
vassal border states.

These words, written in the middle of the 1920’s,

certainly appear to be a preface to later pronouncements and

action in 1940 and 1941.

The document containing Hitler’s decision to invade

the Union of Soviet Scoialist Republics (ussn) is usually

referred to as Fuhrer Directive Number 21, dated 18 Decemrii ’:c

1940 . This document outlines in some detail the mission and

object ives  of the German armed forces in their a t t a ck  against

the USSR . While i t  contains Hit ler ’ s direct ives to the armed

forces , his original planning for the operation can be traced

back to the summer of 1940. On 31 July 1940 during a con-

ferenee at Berghof (Hitler ’s mountain retreat in southern

Bavaria) attended by Hitler, General Franz Halder, Grand

Admiral Eric Raeder and others, the subject of the invasion of

Great Britain was under consideration.  l uring the d i scuss ion ,

according to General Halder , Hi t ler  s ta ted tha t :

2Ibid ., pp. 950-951.
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Russia is the factor on which Britain is relying the
most. With Russia smashed , Br i ta in’s las t hope would be
shattered. Germany then will be the master of Europe and
the Balkans. Russia ’ s des t ruc t ion  m~ st therefore  be made
a part of this struggle.  Spring 4l.~

4 It is interesting to note that the German Army had

just completed i t s  os— o r a t ion s  in France and the low countries.

a Even though the Air Force (Luf twaf fe) was s t i l l  heavily in-

volved in the air war over Great Britain and a seaborrne invasion

of England was under consideration Hitler was turning hic H,

a t t en t ion  eastward . The defeat  suffered by Germany during

‘;oi ’ld War I while a t tempt ing to fight a two front war should

have been a mat t e r  of great concern to Adolph Hitler at this

point .

On the German side Adolph Hitler, Wilhelm Keitel and

Fedor von Bock were the three individuals most  directly in-

volved in the conduc t of the invasion of the USSR . Two s idi-

tional general o f f i ce rs  deserve mention due to their  pos i t ions

that  placed them in the roles of intermediaries between  H i t l er /

Keitel  at the top level of command and von Bock in the f i el d .

These general o f f i ce r s  were F~e1d Marshal Waltiier von

Brauchitsch, Commander in Chief of the Arny (Ohmi ), ami d Colonel

General Fran z Jlalder, Ci: ief of 2 In ‘~ of tao A~ av

Adol 2li 111 t ier  rose to m 0 0 0j , ’ i i m  Germ ~iariy 2i - oi ” i  ‘at n

hL m ’ -h le  currouncLin . Born in A us t r i a  i~~~ l h he ’  em m l  ~ I I n  m l

i 1 m I , i n  
— 

W Jotn a C ________

Obe~~ ,: L  J~ m ’eimms i m a L m o L ,,,,, C l ,  H ,  in  ‘ n (h ,:nc oal hta t 1 ’ o ,  L J I C  b u n  : ~ n

Comman d of t l e ~~
Ge17uan AJ y~~~OhdL~~~~~~Aui~~ st 

jn 3 o

~ei L o i n r 1y242, oh . Ai”nold L i  i n n : ,  , im I C C , tm vo le: . (Wmsi i n to a :
U. 2 . L me ; , ’nrtment of t l ic ’  Army , ‘i . d . ) ,  4:141, .

- —~~~ ‘—--
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his  early years pursuing u-i un d in n t in c~-uis1-ied school record am : )

lat er , an a t t e mnt  at becom ing ci: m e t  1st , he c~ i ivcd in (~ m ’ m n . i ny

in 1913. At the outbreak of World War I he unlisted in Lim o

German Army and served until the end of the war , r is i ng  to tl

rank of corporal . During the 1920’s Hitler rose to be the

leader of the German Workers Part y  (later the National

Socialist (Nazi) Part y ) ,  spent nine m onths in prison, and con-

solidated his base of political power to a degree that allowed

him to capture almost 37 percent of votes in the 1932 presi-

de~. ~ial election . From this point he continued to consol idate

his  position and was named Chancellor by the President of

Germany in January 1933. Through a series of political maneu-

vers over the next several months he obtained full dictatorial

powers. When he came to power he had firmly developed certain

traits that would characterize the remainder of his life :

hatred of the Jews and other “non-Germans” ; a tendency toward

outbursts; a tendency to live in a fantasy world ; groat dif-

ficulty in establishing normal human relationships .

After assuming the position of Chancellor of Germany

hitler was in a position to consolidate his power. He had

full authority to direct the nation and the military after

the death of Paul von Hindenburg in 1934. However, the Gor :man

nilitary and in particular , the Army, constituted a rather

significant base of power within the country. It ucs cocos: ‘c ry

for Hitler to establish his own control over the Army. AfLcr

ir1a~cing himself the commander of the armed forces Hitl r
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co..cnued tnat all member~ take a new loyalty oath——no t an uatim

of loyalty to the constitution and the nation but to himself

nt’rsorially. Member s of’ t in .’ m m ’ n m m ’ d  J Q C m ’ i n  W m ’ j ’ r e c ] 1~m j j ’ o j Lu j j c c d i ’ , ’

unconditional obedience and loyalty to Adol~ h i-iiLler. This

~:laced the armed forces in a position of breaking their- oath

• if they were to oppose Hitler.
4

Over the next several years Hitler undertook a series

of maneuvers which not only established his control over the

armed forces but Europe itself. These actions can be viewed

c~- ~cologically but for the most part are dependent upon one

another in Hitler ’s plan for Germany.

A second measure undertaken on 16 March 1935 by Hit ler

to establish control and win over members of the officer corps

may be seen in the reestablishment of conscription in Corsica ) - .5

This measure not only had domestic military implications but

had definite international implications in that it was in direct

violation of the Treaty of Versailles that ended the First

World War.
6

~Initially, this oath may have imposed a forced o l c d _
ence upon the armed forces but the plots of the nih-war yeor.:
indicate that a number of officers followed their own ce’:-
science. The 20 July 1944 plot t0 cill Hitler is a case in
point .

5New York m , March 17, 1935.
6In 2eneral , the term s of t h e  Treat y of Vnr: n a i ll c s

dealing with the German military , limited the post-World War I
nation to an army of 100,000, placed severe limits on the
quantity of weapons and munitions , and prohibited the continu-
ance of the general staff. Additionally, the Treaty prohihitci.
Germany from maintaining an air force and restricted both 

~~~“—‘—-—-‘- -‘- -- -‘ - - .  _ _ _ _ ___ _
~~~~~:_t__ J
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This successful venture undoubtedly helped establish his posi-

tion with the German military.

Hitler waited almost a year before taking any addi-

tional actions that might provoke his European neighbors .

Having been successful with his rebuilding of the Army to an

announced strength of 500 , 000 men and r e e s t a b l i s hing  universal

:sili tary training he was ready for his next move to return

Germany to what he considered its rightful place among European

nations. On 7 March 1936 in a speech before the Reichstag
7

H~’t i er  officially repudiated portions of the Treaty of

Versailles.
8 

This action was a proclamation to the world that

the German state would no lon ’or honor the terms of the agree-

ment ending World War I.

Concurrently with the Reichstaf: sHeech of 7 March elc-

r so i i ts  of the German Army rooccupied the Rhineland .9 This

quantity asic quality o 1’ na~-’al vessels • Additional terms o I the
Treaty dealt with territorial dispositions and other items .
For examp le , the Rhineland was to remain a demilitarized zon
ho troops were to be garrisoned west of a north-south line c-un-
ccin - 0 kilometers eas t o~ the Rhine River. Other nortions o2
German territory were ceded to France , Hel ium , Denmark , an)
Poland . Violation of the Treaty con ’nlh be consic ered a fihoc; : tic
action” by the signatories. See: Fred L. Israel , ~ a

’or :‘ - ccL-
Treaties of Modern History, l648-l96Z (New York: Chelsea douse
Publishers , 1967), pp. 1265-1533.

7The Reichs tag  was the elect ive legislative asse mbl y of
Germany in the pre-World War II period.

8
Adolph Hit ler, “Europe--A Restricted House ,” V :H al

~~~‘ccins: 2 (March 23, 1936): 400-08.

9”Germany,” Newsweek, March-i 14, 1936 , pp. 7-10.

L ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ , _ _ _ _ _ _
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action , the first of a ser ies  of ’  m i l i t a r y  ven tures  w ni ci l

o s ta c l i s n ie d  Hj~~1e~~ reputation as a stracme : 1St , i / s i : :  a ( Li i - n c t

vtolation of the terms of  time Treaty of Verseiilli;::. k e L l er ’

Lin ac n’:ifoi’cc’ the 1:rovisions of the Treaty, France, Britain,

Italy and other signatories limited their responses to mere

v5• rbal pro tes t a t ions. Thus, Hitler won a diplomatic victory

wh ich had tremendous military implications . At the same t ime ,

th is victory fundamentally enhanced Hitler ’s status in the

eyes of the German military leadership .

These actions , conscription and reoccupation of the

Rhineland , and the lack of effective response. against them

obviously provided Hitler with clear indications of the lack

of resolve on the part of the Treaty signatories to , take

action against Germany. For the most part, Hitler correctly

predicted the reactions of his European neighbors . In effect ,

the absence of a strong reaction to his moves provided Hitler

with an opportunity for further actions in the future .

With two successful maneuvers behind him, Hitler

began another series of moves in November 1937. During a

conference at the Reichschancellery on 5 November Hitler out-

lined his thoughts for conquest. Only the Minister for War,

Minister of Foreign Affairs, and the Commanders in Chief of

the Army, Navy and Air Force attended. Minutes of the con-

ferences were kept by one of Hit ler’s adjutants , Colonel
10

Hossbach. According to Hossbach’s notes, Hitler outlined

10Q Lf ’j c e  of United States Chief Counsel for Prosecu-
tion of A xiin Criminality, comp., Nazi Consp iracy and



h ,- I~hou -h t s  or: t i m e conquest of Acms Lria and Czechosloval:i si.

n t L : rL i l g  ~j s~ : af t er the conference Hi L1n~~~~’ v i e -/ s: were unsuccuss—

inuily challenged by the Minister of ~‘ar (Werner von i J l on n u n r g ) ,

1-int~
-iister of Foreign Affairs (Constantine von Neurath) and t 1

Co m mander in Chief of the Army (Freiherr von Fritcch). The

end result of the conference is well documented. The

Arschluss
11 

of Austria in March 1938, and the invasion of

Czechoslovakia six months later in October 1938 were a direct

- t result of i-iitler ’s decisions at the 5 November 1937 conference.

T ~ise two German successes can also be considered as diplomat ic

cad military victories for Hitler.

Having met with a lack of complete success in

establishing a good relationship with the German military

leadership, Hitler took stern measures to remove the mn ost

influential opposition to his plans for 1938. On the 4th of

February 1938 Hit ler  dismissed his Minis ter  of War , Field

Marshal von Blomberg and the Commander in Chief of tine Army,

General Fritsch on what later proved to be false charges.

“The 4th of February 1938 was the second black nay  for the

Ai’:.i y h igh  command , the first having been the 30th of June

1934 (the date of the assassination of numerous individuals

A -- r:ssion, 8 vols. , (Washington: U.S. Clo’’ -s:’nnien:t L m y ’j n t ~ , i : ~~
Office , l91~6), l : 3 7 ( _3 8 3 .

11
Anschluss can be transiia )o] as u n t o n  or s c : i i m o n , ,~~L J o n .

I pre i cr’ the connotation of annexation when used in th is
case .

- - - -“ —.— -‘ .-~~~~-~~~~~ “- -‘--~~~~ ‘- “- -~~ —-~~~~~~~----‘-~~--~~~ _ ______
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eln o :si n os inosed  H it i e r) .”~~
2 

The events of 4 February indica te

a removal of opposition to Hitler ’s ~1ans for a~~ ressive

action in Austria and Czechoslovacia.
13 This “purge” only

t~~~norarily removed opposition to Hitler and his plans.

The conquests of Austria and Czechoslovakia  did La-

volve the military forces of Germany but in no way could the

onner a t ions  be described as tests of operational doctrine and

combat effectiveness . For the most part, the operations

provided the army an opportunity to test its logistics con-

c~~~ts and improve planning for large troop movements.

Hitler ’s objectives in both Austria and Czechoslovakia

have been discussed at length by numerous historians. While
t

the view may be taken tha t his goal was to provide Lehensraum

(living space) for the German nation, as Hitler outlined in

Mein Kampf and discussed at great length (over 4 hours) dun n,

the 5 November 1937 conference , the actual objectives went

much further. While he definitely desired to expand Germany ’s

border , careful reading of the notes of the 5 November con-

ference will allow one to find as a minimum military and

economic objectives.~~
4 

Control over these two countries

provided him with a large pool of ethnic German manpower for

his army, access to raw materials and industrial areas,

12
Heinz Guderian Panzer Leader (New Y or , :  it . P.

Dutton & Co., Inc., 19525, p. 48.

13The Mini s ter of i’orei :n Affairs (Nc ’urath)  wsi: -

. c ’n -iaced by a more compliant supporter  of H i t L

Conqpira~~~~and Ai:~jrussh±e , p. ‘ d . 

~~~~~-~~~~~~~~——— -‘~~~~~ —~~ - - ‘- ~~~~ —-- -~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ‘~~‘-~~~~~~~~~
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increased availability of foodstuffs , and more security on

the eastern and southeastern f ront iers  of Germany.

The first operational test of the German Army came

during the Polish Campaign, 1 September to 5 October 1939.

The Army was, for the first time since rebuilding, to put i ts

new formations, tactics and techniques to the test. The in-

- asion pitted the German Army against a force that was supposed-

ly a first-rate European military power. “In 20 days of

fighting the new German military machine annihilated the Polish

a n . ies;  Warsaw capitulated after 27 days; and the last point

15of resistance was subdued in 35 days.”

~~~~~~~~~~ objectives in the conquest of Poland were

basically twofold. The first and probably most pressing was

to eliminate Poland as a military threat to the eastern

frontier of Germany. This in itself reduced the possibility

of a two front war when Germany became involved witH France

in the west and provided security for German industry. The

second objective was to settle once and for all the question

of Danzig. The city of Danzig and the “Danzig Corridor” HaL

hcen a thorn in the side of Germany since the Treaty o f’

Versailles caused Germany to cede this territory to Poland

16
at the end of World War I.

1 ‘U.S. War Depar b-nent , The_German_C~~~~ a~~~n in_Polun .
(Washington: U.S. War Department , 191~2) ,  pp. 1-2.

~
6Norrnan R ich : , ~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ (New York: W. W.

Norton  S Company, Inc ., 1073J, P : .  1P2-125. 



T u e  f inal deci s  tor i  by i i i t lei ’ ’t o  iivsid Poland :si~~ : ! . ’ , t - :

a cloud of tf:rea~~s J ’io t :i it: L : . :d si~~d Prance. di L i  u t : ’

ma ll rns i~ ’ & th a t  an invasion of : O1WI : ‘eoicL’L t n :  n i t  in ~~ -‘n w~ t 1

1 ’m’as ics  anL n-c lara :. Ofl 3 dep tember iL~ P bo Lu knglsie:i ~~ri

Fm ’w: c ’ declared war on Germany. 17 ~‘/inston S. Churchill dat

::escriuecm cite period betseuc September .1939 and 10 d ay  i~~dO

as “kite i W t l 5 g s it :-;ar . ,,le During this period thL ‘onici sa w

Icc’ course of the war limited to pr ima r i l y  a s~ -ries o~ naval

H a t  t ic- s a/Id the- occupation of :Jorway and i e / s sa r : .

German oxnancion in to  Ccwachinctvia can be t e ra nd  W/

s i s i otn o r  a c t i o n  to  provide se c u r i t y .  :,a : the i n n it i s i :  sicid French

es:aH-lished bases in souccur : : :‘1OS v/ s i c  and s i e iL s a r -. t s i  y ;- ‘c ,.l

Have been able to effectively blocs Cc’:c, :ct.: a c cess  to tn~

Atlantic Ocean and to launch air attacus a ~ He m Gei.: :n i  fcc

that f1a~~c.
19 Such action would have b - n  di.:asirous fo~

Germany.

Between 10 .dsiv and 5 June i~~HO the G-cn,aai i-b ng~ si:-

Lea t o t :  t ine  French and d t ’o ve  tile .Lr’i t Ish forces fro: the t. - : —

tinent of lturope. Stratogfcaliy wa~ tactically rae German

Army had been extremely success m u .

17
~ta1ter War lirnon t , ,~~~~

19 -y—45 (Hew York: Praeger, i ‘ .

I~~~on S Churchill , ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Vol
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ j J  ~ i cOton  HO :~~on i~:i ~ h r  ( t, , i — 5 ),

~ ) .

Q ’ ’ l ’ Rich , L~~~_ L ~~~ij~~~
, p. 1 ~~~ 
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‘:5::: Hi t i e r  announce I :  is i n t e n tion s  to ‘ rivaL.: n

L cv i e t  Union in Ju ly  1940 110 Osi: ’ m -/Ltdou L a doub t :uru tel rn

W e st e r n  ~ uJ Cenl cal ~oro~ ca . lii: ; armie : :  icc :’ inc L an del ‘r iLed

the finest  armies the na t ions  of Europe could  liar-o w -os ar i-ist

dirt . The new tactical doctrine of blitsarieg, (:ovcloped by

thc - Army and encouraged by Hit ler  himself, had overwhelncid

every thing it encountered. The soundness of Hi tler ’ s s t rat e t i c

decisions had been proven not only to alt generals but to t i n t

entire world.

* * * * A’ * * *

Field Narshal Wilhelm Keitel , Chie f  of the Armed

Forces High  Co:ucacc: (0KW), 1’ o:n 1938 on wa,: di her ’s y-niricirrcl

military advisor prior to, as well as throu:’iioui , the  h a t t i e

of Moscow.  He began his mi i i t s i,ry career in 1901 as an

artillery officer. By the tine ~onhd War I began he dan ni 03:

to the rank of cap t ain a n )  si onit mos t of t he t an  as a c n cr a l

staff officer in ti-ce iiiri i stry of War. After t i c . ’ won in

occupied a variety of ene ah s taf f  and instructor positions

unt i l  -~ : -omo ted to major  pen : ?~ai a f te r  Hitler ca,:s to - ‘on - -

i o n  a u c n io u  in  I)  14 t e n)  j o  ‘ ? r ) ‘ic’? . ’ rved tic the e~~~’’iaedor o ’

t l i  i i i ’t e Lt S ’  ; ‘ L V J  ~~~~~~ t i  I ‘l oin ’ . : ,  l i e ::  i9 H i s i d,) 1 U

a ’ : ’ ? o L n i , n c ’ l l i :  :1: : P i e  I ot .  ) L c  i b”  t’Hj cos- d i d  Cot ’ r ; 1 ’.C f I ’ -

t ’Cr  Vt’ a~: C i H f el ’  I i n ’  A ini:’co -a Iwa epstc’i :T :t in t h e  ‘a

~~Ua, / try . 
20 inc m-~rn never cc, si I ae d to ho a pi es f ’  1 Cc ’ t I ctc l

din , n i . ,  ~~~~~ ‘~h_ ad ’ ~~~~~~~~~L~~2 (hc ’ :v
Ye , ’) : :  1-I. vi . W h o  Co ! ; o : , ’,’ , I ’ - - ( 1 ) ,  i~~ . ~~~: — ;  J ,

‘

~

—--— --‘~~~~~~~~~~~~~ “ - -“ - - ~ -~~~—__j ----— - -
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co: ::ar:dc-r. inc: was always  c c’: t n ‘i s  ly  b - -c l  o Hit inn w i n  l-Iosii

n o t  t o l er a t e  t x : o s c ’  :.co: c ’ l o ya l t y :-aivt a ‘ t i ) . nirc g’ lii~~Loc i . e.

a’ .: o IL . ‘ i t i ’ t ’ i ’ i - i f  0 1:  i i i  - - , i .  t ~~~~ 
: ~ ~ ‘

t h a i : a c on du i t  t c : c ’ou Ii  : - ; i i i c u  it ll ’onintion ann CL ci’:: 1 ± o , i ’  i .

* -
~~ * A P * A

Field Marshal Fedor von Lock was almost e x a c t ly  tHe

c o s ~. te of Ke i t e l  no t  only in mi l i t a r y  oxpc’I-icncc H:  t st: a::

i n d i v i,i u,a i . While bo th  Kei tel  ant: von Bock serve ) as staff

of ~, scrs in World War I (von Lock also comm anded a ba t t a l ion

for  ssvoraj montr:s), von Bock bad succeeded in hi : 1: conr’na:: -

~ cioi’ to the Ru s t- ian invasion.  l ie  succes:; klly co:nIna::c:’:”:

Army Group N or th  in the 19 3 9  Polish Ca:’e aiitn ~rid It:’:; C:”ou; b

on the West e rn  Front in 1940. I-I a it  ::c:- :.’t dc scc i b e~I as

been r u tH le s s  and careless of human l i f e. he was lçno wn to

his soldiers and o f f i c e r s  as “Bar dte rbcr” (the O:1~ N

i : ’eachos D e a t h ) .  Von Bock was t r u l y  a Prassian of i lcer  in

t r ait s  of c h a r a ct er , t a s t e  and action. For onanclo , An :::

I0sn:’: :y  in his boon , Dinastrn’ at iiorcee , a l ic e :  Icat

in l ° 7t I , a an of(’icial r en ew  :10:: a t  tint ’ P c i - a
Ci:a: :cehlo :  y ,  ici’ : a:: Gonin ,’ , wro aLong c -ri Iii Ba it ccl t i n
: ocr  le narita , a- ’ : roacnoc , f lock , sayi: t at  as codol  et c
of Gcr:.cny ’ s highest military honor’ t h ey  could n i l  be
good fr iends.  Bock pave Gore, :; , a cold c i  O L -  rue ’ talc) hI:::
in no uncertain term s that  L i c e  :::ç ~~air:  on th e i r  coils:’:
did not  nak c’ them social equals . ‘

il
Alfrc: I W . Thrney, ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ (Al At : q u er q u e ,

del’! Mexico : Univer:nity of h ow Mexico i r e r S , 1970), p.  5.

-- - ‘- ‘-“ —- .‘— - - - -‘- —---‘ 



Wcio ~ as Keitel was t i -m an ly a s t a f f  officer th r ou  cout his

car” - , von Bock was almost exactly t a t  optosite. Dur :e tre

1)flQ~ s and early 30’ .: , he servo : as the  cocamrn:cier of eev. ral

t ac t i cal u n i t s  f rom cr crclry regime-nt  to Arm y group , l I E  alt

served a t ou n  c: commander of a military d i s t ri c t .  doLor  von

Pb -k a s s  at ::‘:iiied , demanding and ruti:iec.: tactical ce::c’:,rnidc,n.

A A A .

Fi- 1)  -k ir c i :al  Wa lt e r  von i c rauch i teci :  began his rn i l

y cr : ’oOr m u ch l ike Kei t el , no ’vin ~ a:: artihic: 7 off ice- n

in  b r a  e a r l y  years an, a,’ cocci— al s t a f f  o f f i c e r  t hr o u  k:cn, t

..o :l~: ‘ki t I seeing no comb a t  a c t i o n , h o  a : ) :ar sn t ly  -is. a

‘r o t e c of Cor er-cl  :)an,: von fo e -c dt , co: ’t -crar ’  Chi :-f of f t a f f .

~~e to ‘na , or ‘enc’ral in 1) 11 1,0, q u i t e  top ic)  c on c i c) - : ’ r- J : :

rh o  r i s e  of ~i:c d~~r,wu’iy A: :ny at t hat  m i m e. ‘ide ‘
~~~ i t:  be ~ t, ’, - ’  ci

L i :c ’ ij O ~~ . w~-:’r’ snent i : c a c t e , - i r : r  h is  : “ ~oc ) a l t \ —  of a i’t i l lc’ry w i

crc ~’ t h e o ret i c a l  ~ en e ct s  of-’ ‘~ ri:

Un til the Pol L c d  Car:, -~~irn In  19~~9 fir: was al e, t u i —

c:ao:,n outside Germany . “Hi s rise ‘to t h e  ;:ositio:’: of P an ts::, . —

i — Ch i e f  of the  As-my had bean due to 1:1:: w s l l ln  near s ~o d~~c

Adol p h H i t l e r  wi-acre more ex~’erienced cncral r: wo : :i -  n o t . ” ” ’

Ai t iroic e in he was not  as c’xnonicnc::’d a t a c tic a l  co~nnrn,cicn a’’ von

l ot : .,  Purro: L~~~ie n :v , i :iO , pp. lO , _ l0~:.

~ i : i ~ ‘ i’i i catc r ’ , u 
~~~: , t; nj ’i L~~~ik i t- : ’ 21: , 1939, p .  — C I
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l ock , lie c l i  h a l :?  a H L i i n i , ’ j  o c  vi ny  i . sj:on. c u t: U S J  t o n S  C i i i  —

1 ) 5  n~~i ’eer —— c1iiii ’1 o :~ A r t y ‘I ’ J ’ , i i ; i i . i c : , 1 i l S ) ’ ’ ’ i : i ’ u I ’  Ai I 1 1 : - u ’ , ,

rc : :a:  Cu: : ::  :tn ! , ’c of a D i v i c i o n  in L b s  a. Prussia  , a:a-  the’ 14 t 1 i  In ‘,T

Cn ouo  , L : :  IP :7 24 
~~j 5  cc: , n on t  for  i-Iit le r , at lear ; : Ini:ialll

p l at en  lain in his posi t ion.

a * * 7

Colonel  desoral i”r ’aaz da lLier , Chief  of a nr f ’f ’  of  t k t

A t  ::: ,-‘ fr om Liovenben 1938 to  S L ct e r n b er  1942 began hi:: :nili tony

cccre :” in 1 id as an a r t: l bc t y  o f f i c e r .  i i u r inp  No i- - aJar i

no rook  1 ’-a r  a i i :  t:ne a” at t l e s  in t .:o At ’ orlnn , a t  t t ’ :’ ’rri:: an on

L I a r  5 0 : _ c  j s  a gono:’tt l a t ,::ff o f f i , c c - ’ c ’  of t i e  C t u :  I iac vac: - I  a::

Infan try Division. From 1919 u n tI l  ld Hi w :IOfl tie 55,, Lt , ’ ’:: u-

::,an-d of the’ 7th Divi s Ion he served In a variety of penet-a l

‘ of f  posItIons and artillery co r:a’ue a. Afte r’ iei:a, a c :. -ointcu’

C cLef of Staff of the Army, he c,cs ros a, : sidbo fo r  the  oi ’era-

anal  a’uisu:rt of all cat ’l:a,i: ’nn f a ’oc: t ie I itv ’ , :,  - i on  of

o th e  Bat t l e  of f- .o~~co , : . He :rac c;:: . ally inr cll,i’cnt an

‘- , o c .’oci a:itli a m o n  u n e ’r ’ s t auc i :Li ip  of :::il:Lbar’; ,,,attoc”a . d i r

ct : ’  ul i i  ld I2 c- .’c. ’ a : l i : ’ n c f ’  rn - -it: of’ , ii , : c ~ ‘on . t o c i l i c  c

a. ‘ . 
‘ t en ’  o von I, ic  • - c i : : ,  , :- - cu  1’ L in ’  i , ’ c t  i n l u L l .- ’ : ’. Icc . 1>U i ’ j  -

r , ’ n u r - u  an: CHief  0 1 ’ Lbniff i n -  i’,’. : :  ,Lfl \i ’i’i ’ c ’ )  i,n ~ ~- : i ’ : a t  i n :  In ’ :-

i . C . Wa:  h o , - n j - L i - i n i , i’ll h i  I ,, : i c  En I • -11 1 ;ei I n c  C ’ ,’ i ’ :  H
I I 1,11 iii : 1 0  : l u  c i i  c i t :
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of strategi c and tactical planning conferences along with:

h it l er  a n i  the chiefs of the other’ services.

General 1Ls1~Lei’ emec ’pec l  U :;  th e  i nd iv idua l  m o s t  cI :a r cc t ly

i::- , ’c lvod with than resnonsihility for planning Op e r : ’o t i o r :

larhanosca , the invasion of the Soviet Union. Attention siaceal l

now be directed toward the clannsnp that took place b et w e e n

Aurc:ct 1940 and the actual invasion in June 1941. The fcrma:’~

Army was victorious in every operation fror:: Polai-c i , ti’a’osz I:

Scanclanavia and in France and the low countries—-all of thc:r rr

o arratlons planned under the a::pcnvision of Franz Halder. He

~ ::Cc ~-:at responsible for planninn Barbar’osca and th e  actions

that led the German Army to the outskirts of Moscow .

p ‘

~1

• ‘ 4
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Ci IAP’i’l ’;n Ill

I l L’ ILAL C i IJ (i - J U L, Y ‘10 I i i ’ , L l a C i : - l t h  l 1 I C :

July jl , 1940, w n:i l i .  t ?ce  confoncr cce  a t  H e r  : 1 : ”, 1 , is

;c racrally regarded as t h e  da t , :  di icr  announced his :‘it’ci a i-~ ri

to :a :va’ in Russia. ‘f : , i ’  Ar : :s ’c Forces HiyH Coca -tonal (L : n~~ ) and t aa .-

~a r : cy  (0 : - b : : )  Lad been ar-/ar-c ’ , at least for a sl:oct p er i n - d of

t i m e - , that the subject was under consideration. The ovi-,:nIac o

in ‘T h at e s  t ca t  as early as 21 Jul y Field Honsh u von Brauchitarcd

aiscu:c ce’d a possible invasion of th e Soviet Union with Hitler.

A conference the ::ext mor-ninp between von Brauchitsch and

Gener al  Haldei- resul  cccl  i n  a lengthy entc y in n - a l  i c r ’ S - c - , —

sonal diary. ‘ihi  ho  no t  ‘ !c ’scr ib in : ’ t i n  corcfc :e : :~ c in 1 - t a i l ,

c:I:o d ia ry  ca t  ny P ’c- ar- p r o v i de  i n s .  , -~1ct in to  w h a t  t o o k  place’

Halder began his entry as follows : “Our attention mu st  hc ’

turned to tacklin ,- the Russian prohlc:n and are-pare ~Al::a:::2inf .

The en t r y  went on to inc lude  information wh i ch  has h : e n  :tin’ei:

-to d i th e r  on assembly of troops , rolitical aims , strc~c~’tn

- a r’~~i , oirc ’r atic ’ns and oi , ? c ’ c t . i ve.: . it n :  pa: :a: : a: ‘h : 1,c lda ’r

I ~io “ oI , i o c a  “ i ’ o v t : e a :  c -onc -~’t o  evj it en ’: e ’  0 1 ’ i i :: t Lii t l i o i A : ’~ :t .:

C O - l i C e ’  ::1, !’i t he  C Oj f l .  a: I ic . h i 1 ’ a r i ’ ~~tc ’ .

: 1 ) L - i e T  :da c c ; V .  \cuL . : V , , 1, . ’ , :2 j i : J, ’t 1 - t i .

_ _ . - - /  —.—--———~~~~ 
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To c r ush  Pur r s an Ar’a,y or- , , i i c : ’  as :a uc: i  1-k i.ci a - u:

t eie i tory  as _~~~ n e cc a r sa :  Y to  1 - 0 ’  c’n1nnv C:ir [‘51 15 on
dcra’lii: and Silesian ‘In- ins t’x-’:i e.’ . it  iar de , ui c ub i c ’  t o

c ’nc- t r a te  f ar ’  enouulc to c - h . ) ? : 1  t o, ,  i Al : 1”ol ’Cn h o : - ; : , u : u i :
l-~u::sia ’ s st : - t c y i . c a c - - ( - - n .

Wi: , T le it is not coru letely clc’~~r i com this Plc- y erit

whether the thoughts were Hitler ’s, von Brauchitn’ch’a or

ad a-as ’s , it is obvious that eve:-: at th i s  ear ly  stopcr  con-

sideration was being given to ca -aicn objectives. Thus, ten

Lays prior  to Hi t le r ’ s announcement of n i a r  dec i s ion  to l ava_ ic -

the- Soviet Union the Army High: Comcnand was discus, iro : t:-~e

c- oration .

Undoubtedly Field Marshal Keitel ia_ a; rrearc’r~t at the

21 July conference alonf, with von Brauchitsch. However, the

Ann eaL Forces  Hi; ’h Comm and or 0KW (Ober Komm ando Per Nenr’:ac - ::t)

mn o n c d  mu ch s lower than the Army in reacting to a-ihat would

even t u a l l y  be a naj o :  u nc i or t ak inp  f o r  the armed f o r c e_ i .  On

i:e aftc:-noon of 2 j u l  Gc’:ae:’al Jo’~1, C L a r e f  of the A: - 

P e a c e s  0u ’c ’ :-at i on s  i tt a f  I, hrh’fed L c i a r  st a ff  on the p o ss i b i l it y

of  a n  - f l ~~’5l : ’ Ol’i of t a : . :  . - o V L ( d  t n , on i l l  I I : : ’  cLng of l9~h i .

b
I ‘ - I

r

lao - C ’ . - , i - u  . j , , 0 , , - u , t  t i t .  0:  5 _ i

‘ Vr - j 0 t ~’ 1 .5 . : - l ~i - o i c ~en -loti t~i: :: , -ai , -a , :”i as):” , ar’: ) ;:::,cto-~)
5 -  u .  u t ’ p - t  ‘C— 0 ’-51 , p. 1. I i i ’ . ’ : er LI, :. ’ i l l  c I a _ - i c  of n’’’ i:
t i ’” A - For’coc- Hj ,t k a  C om n , i , i  - -. , n’ :i L a r y  ‘ ‘u - n v: r1 1 1 ”05 r ~~~

‘
~ ‘ 5 ’  c t :

A: a L  l7d ~~.
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10 : 1  ,.n.-ar 1 -:acd hi :’ s l at ’ :’ r i l e  m a r c of - : - - : ‘cn - in , , j i :  P r : .’ : ) b L ’ t ’ C i ,, ’, ’

C en ci:  o I t -‘ Ii ’ l u n a n _ i  IC ’ S 0 1 i : .  - 1 : ’ , : :  , a I ’  - -c & : •~ u : I:. - : 1 : : : ;’ ’ :  I .

“ 0 A_ i : ‘us U 11:40 it c-,- as- .-; ‘L u i -P  1:y 11’ - i  I el a, : ‘ i  n i _ i t  rJ a t~ - ’ )  t o

.:e b r anc hes  o I’ the  armed fo rces  a: : i to  o u r .  r t o _ i  l evel

a ‘cmn c L o s  
-

~

‘Whi le 0kW required approximately a we-ok cc even Lu

t c , i , , - in - and ta :-:ing l i m i t e d  a c t i o n  rogara int  t i e . Sovic t b n l o, : ,

thin  Ana y s ta ff  un :er H a l - i c r ’ s d i r e c t i o n  b e- ’cu’, i~ j a_ d i a t t c- l y.

c s  : - 5~~~5 diary  entr i  ‘ o f  2.1; July contain a hal ’ f in-cication

a a the  Ir : : .y was he l u a n i n u J  to consider  Ru.:;’:a. f a a  Ca, t~ y for

t: .n : Pa’: :-eu- ’:a . “Creparat i ocas for r ats I . 11111 carv tonogram ’-I :y

Eta_i art : ~~~~~~~ By tile 26t~: of July, still fi ve c U ’ ’ , ’ ~~1’ or  u s

Hitler ’ s decis ion to invade the Sovi1 ’-t Union , al. - aS , a:: a a

d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  a :con:ber of rim i n te l h i p en c e  st a f f  ( C a l .

Ki c- :zc - l )  , 
u 

recorded the :‘ollowing in i l ls war  d i a ry :

- .  , ~. P . Ia - intvnc-: :;iaa~, ‘cm l : 0 1  C ~~~, L 5 i

A c ’ -  c- :a i hca t c - 1:c- i . C o i : c n , i : : - c : : j ’ a, :: C i J o f  of a N a vj ,  w a o ’.c- In  L _ .
a:: oh a -ce ‘v t i : a~ I : : ’ J C  c o  lea -r 0 ; ’ h u L l e r ’ s in:e:ca iou

— a — ’ .’ t he So’ t e L . : : : : i o : :  u n t i l  E :h~ ’ c i i -  li’ 01 - I c  p ,a :; i- ’ r ’  l r L O .
ee : i’- ; ‘ C :  ~~~- - a .  ‘ c i i i ’ . L a  a r , .  h ,’ h i .  i , .  hr- c c u r t  (A; ._i ” ol~~~ :

1. 5. ‘-a_va ; ,st i  t u t e , l~~- — , p .  3i~>. In 11:-nt  of o t i ler  ev .tci1c :’ci’
i t  i_ i  h i  L i ( - u : l  t La su ’C’ : O t  , ‘ : 1 could ta_ v - :  ri m c i : i •  ‘ un Lnfo ‘n:e~, .

i”o; -: :-: i : : .  1~ ’ , Sc na ’’~~i u ” - -u - -r - ’::tai.jvo wa,- nrc-a c’ ,- :. i l l ’  J~~ :~~~ 5’
1,: July briefinct, and ‘hc tlavy a- in s include ’?  in tar ;  d i st r Ib u t io n :
of the  A~- u sc d i r e c t  - pa- . hfitiaex ’ Can er ’s rmcc- :,o sy farl P h i m
or ho ::hioa-ie,i the onrol np p l a : a ’ u inp  fo r  ICc :  in - .’as or o f
to Pomina ’- :; h is  t):oc:rdctc.

~ffalder Iiiary, Vol. ~7, p.  l jO , 2 - J u ly  1 :40.

Colonel j :- ., 
~1ia r’ ‘ ~it , s .c’l :‘ : - a ”uc’ i a: :  Ch ic ’ i’ of  : i:e

F-a nd ’ i A: ’scres --a_ I 5: - c )  ‘ o of t m : :  General d l .  I’S un t l ,i
ip’. 2 wf len  - 1 r • - 1 i c rved  1) ‘a m.  lie U3r’ I : Iuo  General . i- a Iii’ .i:.:n~: r t
on I ; ’  U52I ~ .

— — - -‘

~

-— ~~—‘ — -
~~~~~ -~~~~- — - - —- —-‘~~~~~~ -~~~~~ - —-—~~~ - - — 
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s : L \ ’  t o w s  C,’te. flU’ 1ntelli~’onc~’ - l u  t s r :~’ to  ar. oP e ra  ~~~ Or:
a ‘air~ Pu s c i a t.  ‘fho i , c - . C i a _ m a c e s  of succ-:s... 1~~:. J r  au .
D : ’C : ”Jt t J o : :  in ‘, _ i ” di re c  ‘ 10!: o: - .~~

-- - i :o ’, ; ’ .- : i t r .  ~ lsmn . i a ,
L - n i t , r c dc- ’: , ad i d :  :‘a : i -a ’oou: ” m , t l , ’ , lC ’ - I ~i i ’ i ’ ,’, ’ 1 : 0 : - t a,.’
c a - n u n e i s  t- l- :e Pus :’  ,e S 0 ’t C ’  ‘:: L ‘a t  i n . : Ia: L i ’  - c P u _ i  - ‘ -  - u;,, . r i
a ) :c- i’Juclc 5: :: t o  c c c n a : L  - a :  L i i ’  WI ’ !! .r c  v a -  I n  I

Polo_ni, iU ’aaa i, ata .  intellip. :’ncc’ of  fl ee r , r :ot on ly

ru: -- o v m u e - ’2 (L c r :o: sal kLald:’r w ,l t h  a . - u ’i c-fla , ’ on the  i nt ar ll i ,1ence

_ i i t - o at i o n  I_i t :‘-s- o v l - i c u a t a-.’ ,ac t nay have l i  -a: -, t he  fir -st  so c_i c

of aronacions for the  for - :::co’i irt car. -a ~f l .  :1 1_ i “cr-,- brief

3n u l : :  la aovh  Lc d a le in i ti a t l  objective (i’Lonc-a”  ), at sat a

::c- a-ee of security for the I ln a s :  restinp on the P a t lt a c  5- a ,

a a ., : --r’ c ccnent  o c - ,Loctlvu where the ann- a; c-.’o.:lcl ha:, . ,‘ ha-’ a

nc-oar -nt I a ;  S dei” ,’ma r ‘ - -a CO - a. ra n - s  or pr’c’:::—n t O t  c - X I  - o_ i e ( i  f1a_ e -

to  t h e  a t t a c h  In  Ge:’ a’r i t  A s - t i c : ’ . :ils C a _ l C c ’~~- t  Wa. , - c c r t a_ r:l /’

satsed on a sound ‘an,- a_s t a t n: i i n s  of ‘nc tic_ i an a1-I n c i n u c  a of

a- -as .  Wi_il l -: his concept  for  the Ru~~si~cr: c arc ’~aa pn was n o t

followed, it may have’ naP some impact on the  th in i : Inr :  of

General Pa lLo r .

‘She nex t  d ay ,  27 July, Hal ter cilscu~~ser “operatI onal

p o s s i bi l i t i e s” in the Russ ian  Carneai ‘, fl WStli E’n V -  Sd! o f r ’I-:on~:

f:-om the Ar;’;; 1ii;i: Co:ama:and or’ Oi-P i ( O h - ’: chorcaa. ,00 ‘n- s lice’ c )

0- c - a L i e ns  S e c tio n .  The O~”c’ra~ c-u .: .~ ,ction , L a , . : , fl o r -or e  - a

con c~~a I IL -r i i:’’olvod a ‘::a l i i  at _ i , ,.: in t }c~: S- o L l t a l c ’a ’ f l  “o at  a, :

o C t h e  Soviet Union anti es-tima ; : Li - ‘ 10- :bivi; i o t a  :-.a~ ld s o

SCm: ~‘~ iJ for t h e  on~-ru t ion .  iTasde r  n a t .  no paa-ticalai - CC. , :,  :OL t

on tcae siz e  of  the force r e q uir e  u i - u t :, : -Lc : I 5I~l Own “ n a t  L a i n

: - r e f, : crod a :-5 i ;l i  st tack  in the fort: :.

l i  I .  . p.  1 -2 , 2~ - Ju l y  ~~ 0.

~~~~~~ , - - - --~~~~~ -‘-- - .
~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ‘— -~~~~~~~~ ~~~--—~~~~~~~~~~ - - - -  ~~~~~~~~ ‘ ‘‘
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Car  :ny n a r t  I s o , . m -)  a - :’t C : cr  i , a V O  a: . - t r o : a  - nor t ; : i - ; y a

. -os ,-:n”.- i th en  o x l e ’n L  L a : -  car : :- - r L i ’  , :  I: .i V : :  ,-  :0

:P a am, :  m a  ‘ L i  Li - a u : ’:: c o c a :  - I ‘ol ~ 
a :  - o 1 - & a I i  : ;: - a Q~~ p 4 : :  I ! :  L : ~c

d o , r : u ,  t o  accC ’ ! ’t  -ac t’ : ,t - :-.- J L ~. ,,1 O ‘ c : v c c : ’ l :  a a _ o t t . , 1,’ C j ! - L ! . i-t .LJ
I x-~in1icp -. m e  a-I : - ft’oa:: :Losco -- .‘

n r i c e  sm ‘ace o C - c l ay  I hal icr  1 tat -  : am- t a l t ’  sad a h a l ’  - I’

c on c ept  o : o ;ae ra t ioa :s  for’ a hu ’e un : m er ’t s t , : l_ i  atna: fou n u  it  I-a

his l ik i r a ,;. by sim p l y  r c a  L a t i n , the  conce-;-at outlirs - cJ b y

Caloric !  . i inz-al  he issuee what n igh t  h~ ter .aed a ss,aalo for. ::

of  “ al-ann ac - puidance” to hi~ op e ra t i o nc  s t af f  cc. os,i ., rae- n

to L a i r  way of viewina the ca:-c:-caign .

I-; the 2 L t 1- .  of Jul y CalLer  ha-f ar -nan c-f for  -‘i t r a r -a ra l

Er , ch ka_ ic, : : , C.:Iof of Stai’f ( ‘IC - c l  s na to )  of ti’ce- l ht l r  Ar - :, it:

iola:a-f , so OS  1:-one hi a- -f easa: :~.re fa -o :n  Fr ance  In o rca_  to

- 
0

- n- e take  a au - -c - cia! a::’., , :‘,rnorct, for  0Kb . ~‘ Taco “ m s-) e C - ‘I

n a - s i  -:Tnent” i - lad der  acasi  in m i n d  L’Or-  Pc:cc’ a ”a~j -.Pas’ck.’ ’ ’,cats to ~~ c—

- - ar-c- the  A~ -u, ’:1-’ :-lar: for the coa-:i:I. - c~~ .m:’-ai p:a in Pr ’ s - ala. I’ a ,~ 
1,

days prior to Hitler’s final decision General - ancl- : s c0 -atn

r,re ’7 ar ia.  a : :1._i ’i to ia- :vadr . the Soviet t - . , i o a : — — a  ~j 1aia ‘c ha t

ultimately ctostroyed Gercia:-m y.

During the 131 July con f e r n a a cc  at boa” ’ i~of a f t e r  di. --

c t - s t a i n : ’  In de t a i l  the ia_ ad o_ i o u  c r o c a : —c ,  atS:: ’. 1 i c- a s ton  of

1)1 a ‘y . Vol .  I \1 . . l - ’~ , P’/ Jci~~ l ’ i L i O .

• 0
t ij i  fec - 1 3 ? a r y ,  11o ‘ a .  i ’V , - . . , 2° July 1’ - - :) . 

- - - -~~~~ —- --- -‘— - -
~~~~ 
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~~~~
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:t:a’iarnd (Operation Soelo.-a-ic’)
10 

au th Aa_::iral hac-dor , Hitler

turned hi_ i attention to the othec’ at tc’ncoc’s and bel’an dis-

cussirm p Russia. After discuss-in; at some le-.c:~th hi.: vi e-v . on

~,::~~lan:’? , Rt:ssia , the United I t _ i  I -a : , Ja ;-ar :  a;: - thai relat~ I or:—

existing be tween  then: at  that time or possibly er :istir ,

Ira the fu tu r e , Hitler stated , “ .‘.‘it ii Pus-ala cs-maciced, ~~r ’i ’at ii i’.

la s t  hope wo’atld be s h a t t e r e d .  Gerc::a:cy t a_ i r a w5ll be master of

11En -ap e  and the Balkans . ”

Immedia te ly  a f t e r  this  en t ry  in his d ia ry ,  Halde- :

a- ‘ a .., “DECISION : Russ  j . a’ c P e st r u  c t,ion must ’therct f o rc be

:cadc a pant  of t h i s  s’tru ;a’lo. Spring 41 .”

10 . -,O p e r as to n  b e e l or m :’uc- (Sea L a os : ) ,  the - lw :n -  ii .rnvcr.: on
of  a- ln ; lamc d in t h e fa l l  of  191t0 , has been co::sl~ Ic ro-.3 no :1.
more  than  a dc-cen-tion alan by a n,,:abe r- oil mili -ar ,’ wa il
This Lam no) compl-.:tely correct. The evic.’er:ce :ooin ts ve.r;
ctr-omr :ly to t he  fact that Hitlor did in fact plan to Invade
En -lana i  in the fall of 1940. He PolL t h j ’cu  posI’a on  un t i l
12 October 19240 when he finally postponed tire- c’-e ’ -a 4’ion unt il
t ho  smT-rinp of 194!. From October 1a2 :O -anti !  t~~o i , , ~’slan
invasion in June 19241 Operation Seeloewe contInue~. c-c cxi:’:
bu t onl y as a dec ep tion “lan . Dun n 1” this per iod t a r e  ;urpos-c-
of the Ope ra t ion  was to dece±vc  b o r I c  iii lar’t i  an :  l ice  Sc ‘iet
U n io n  of Germany ’s strate , t i c  i n t e n t i o n:.  A f t e r  th e  :u nc’s_i C cm:
of t h e  Soviet Union the plan eventually t~~ - ,c- , a 0 :-nc oa’ a-.dLL-
t onal c’ cussion on OPr~ ATt0 : Si L( C : ~~
Vol.  ) i , numerous  en t r i e s  for Jul-Oc t 1~O ; P o n n l - m  a.;: , i, -

~~

C ’ ’ : - r - ~~i , , i u r :  d - a L .a_ ir a (Oxford : O:-, for ~b Uni c- si t y  t i e. - ,  1 ’’ ) ,
-
- - _ ‘Id ; i :alder Ib ta ry,  p .  230 , Vol .  24 , 1) Oc~ 

1,0 ; “ O:’ , r c t io::
Sce loewe ” Oo:- :ua n P lan for’ Jnvasio_ i , ( i ; . . - . 10: ,’ n . : .- .

lila-. - 19- ’ ! - . & u np uh l i ’c a l ce : l )  . Manuscript ‘ : ‘—O ’~~~ hi ,, ’ : ..,a i a ’ a’ C: ’ . - I
c o a t s  j~~ L r u of  a ser ies-  of  , ) L i Q : u t i Q f l :~ ::~‘iat in;  to h i t ’ !,  : ~ a m l  a —
I: L o in :  ru : ’ , ac’ :b .i :’a; ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ au - . - Li sa - i’ & ” . ’~ -on . ’i~, ; an ’ c h a a ~, ’a .cl 1 a c l : - , ’~’r .
(P-ne  al WIo l ter  Wai ’lin:ont , (ile: :enti l t o m . - : Q vet , 3’. - “3, t i _ i L  Colonel
Ro if  Pan, I 5cr;  and 11. 0 . Thcurc: t,P ~ l :a  , :~~l .  , . : . t . .  - .t~~~_da :~ ..c i. A : , ., - ,

~~~~c- (Nc- v York : The I-a_ cbS 111w’; Cc. : : -c ny ,  °- - . 13°. ‘i bi s
::, ‘ScIC-  of  Hr ’ ’ ’i -v ’~~ co- -cta inr’  i i o - c :n : : ” n i  a :  Pn ow~i as tn. , , _ i a .i .r C o i - —
fe rencec  on Na”al M a tt e r s , 1)3-t _ Lt ,5. t

11IIalder D i a r y,  Vol . 1 , . i d a -’ : , 13.1 J u l y  ld ): O. 

-“- -~~~~- -‘~~~~~~ -~~~~~~~~~ . . -‘ ‘
~~~~~~ 
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It appears as though Genera ! Halder considered dicier ’s

decision at this point to be of -neat significance. He

c h e a - a r t o d  somewhat from h i_ i  normal pr ac t .i ce  of sh ort ’, cry1-Li c

entries in his  personal diary to recorn this event’. This

entry, which covers Hitler’s~ initial concept of t he Russian

campaign , ‘is of sufficient importance that it is included in

its entirety.

The so oner Russia  is cru shed~~ the b e t t e r .  At t ad  - a cbS. c-va.’
its purpose only if Russian S ta te  can be shattered to
its roots with one blow . Holding part of the country
alone will not  do. S tanc.h i n - - st i l l  for  the fo l lowing  - 

-

a- i n t e r  would be perilous . So it is better to wait a
little longer , but with the resolute determination to
eliminate Russia. This is necessary also because of
continuity on the Baltic. It would be awkward to bar-’-::,
another major power there. If we s-tart in May -131 , we
would have five months to finish the job in. Tacklird, it
th is  year s t i l l  would have been the best , but ur:ified
ac t ion  would be imposs ib le  a t  thi s t ime .

Ob j e c t  i_ i  d e s t ruc t i on  of Russian !nanpowea -- . Operation a- -il l
be div ided in to  three a c t i o n s :

First t h r u s t :  Kiev and securing flank 1-ro tec t ion  on
Dnieper .  Air Force will des t roy river crossinma .: . Odessa .

Second thrust: Baltic States and drive on Mo am-coc-:.

Einall_y: Link-up of n o r t h e r n  and southern prong: .

Successively:  Limited drive on Balcu oil fields.

It w i l l  be seen la ter  to what ex t en t  Finland and l’u r i - : u ay
should be brought in. ..

d t ’ ,3 _ it I -~~j ,; Ukraine , Whi t e  : - ‘ U., :’c’ia , b a lt i c  S t a t e s-  to :j~~~,
i - ” :i, u - i _ i : : -  I -a:-: t ended to the  I / bi t e  Sea.

‘7 1) 1  v_ i  . wi l l  s t a y  ‘In Norway  ~m n u s t  he - t a _ u k ’  sc- l - — s uf f i . c l e nt )
Ammun:i.t iou

~0 Diva:, in Fr-atc:”’,
in h olland and Belgi u:n . 

-
- - . .

- :  :1 _a, ’ , ’ , ’

±~~~ 1 _ i _ i, for  the E a s t .

h O  b in s .

_ _ _  
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‘f :mc-  -T r ea t e r  t I a c - :‘iumber of Divs . we have a t  t:hie s - t a : : ’ )  , t h e
( “ oh  tci’. We dav e 120 D iva ’ , ‘1 a :  “0 t”u : ’lou : ’, hi  U Sc - - a ’ ,
Activatior :_i of n ew Diva: . h p  w .i t h : d : ’ ~’t a-s t l c i ’ L i n a c  i - m a . ’ ,
existing Div_i ., in tl’ire e s - L _ i m ’L ea : , ,:L iut’cr’val:’a oh ’ a :,’v, ’I ad.
months , (in all 1/3 of ovam’y Div.).

Spread ru.mors: Spain, North Africa, Britain.
Ac tiva i:ions in areas safe from aerial incursions. Ira
Eastern area: Forty  Divs. ,  wi th ba t t l e—seasoned  t i ’o op _ i .

Projected Balkans settlement. Proposed arrangemen t
be tween Hung~~”y and Romania, to be followed by guaranty
for Romania.

There are several key points that must be underscored

in this initial guidance to the Army.  First , the objectiv-.-

of t hn  campaign , as outlined by Hitler, was the “destruction

of Russian manpower;” virtually identical to the U.S. Aa a : a’ /

co,nce~~t of the objective in 1939-1940.  Secondly, ho ±.~i-~opocc (l

to accomplish this objective through two deep penetrations ,

one nor th  through the Baltic S ta tes  and a drive on Mosco c-.’ a,-s-

the second in the south toward Kiev. A f t e r  achieving t i _ i - s -.-

ob jec t ives  a great , sweeping envelopment was to link up t h e

two si-cab s. Coupled with this he proposed a limited drive on

the Baku oil f ie ld_ i - -an  objec t ive  t h a t  lends no thin ;  miLL _in -i !--

to the main ob jec t ive . In order to accomplish this he fc-lt

tha t  a total of 1110 divisions would be required by the d~-~ ‘ ‘a

Ai : t y--l20  for the Eas t and Russia  and 60 for  the o c cu i ’i eJ

coun t r i e s  of Europe . At t ha t  time the g r ea tes t  c: L ron~T t i :  t, i ac

Army could muster was 1240 divisions of w i : J c h  20 w e t _ i ’  f ur lou  j

division_i (basically deactivate-i). The oaatli:i ,-~i R~t Li o , of

121Ial- h er  Diai” —.’ , V o l .  i, V , p .  12 4 : , Ti ! J:-ly l-)-’!O. 
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acti\-atsn T the additional 240 required divisions may well have

tao - n a blow fno’a: a-ihich t h e  Gei’n ian Army would r:~-v , ’r 1” co :‘- r

Such a reduction in combat power produced tar_al-: and infar:L a y

divisions much weaker than those that were so successful in

Poland , France and the low countries. At this point tlaere

appear to be only two serious weaknesses in Hitler ’s plan :

the reduction in divisional combat power and the excursion

toward Baku, a questionable economic objective but not an

inu oi- t an t military objective that would further the successful

a: -“ -,“,:aslS.51’Lmeflt of the overall objective , a_i outlined.

As r a n t  of the ongoing planning by General Marcks,

Hal a h er  provided an upda te of the s i t u a t i o n  for  Marclcs a f t e r

the former ’s return t~ uKH at Fontainebleau . It appears as

though Halder took some liberties in outlining Hit le r’ s coac-

cep t to his subordinates at this point. Rather than s t ress-

a thrust into the Baltic States ari.S then a drive on Moscow

he simply reversed the priorities. He told Marcks “that the

extension of the operations of the Moscow Group into the

Baltic States should be treated as a subsidiary action t h at

must not detract from the main thrust on Moscow.
13

From this  guidance, General Marcks ref ined h is  p1:-.: ~T r i

and by the early part of August  comp le t ed a draf t plan for  La

Russ-ian campaign (See Appendix 1, The March -_ i  P l an ) .  General

Marc h -a m: identified two strategic objectives in his inn :

13Haldc” : ’ Di ary,  Vol .  IV , p.  l1i u , 1 An d _ i t  l 5 - P .
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I:- ,t  a l l ’,’ to destroy ide Russian armed forces and then to

~-otect doL’:::any from Russian a Sr  attack by occupying a iliac-

from Archangel to Gorki to  Roa:tov. The arincipal operational

o bj e c t i v e  of the Marcica: Plan a-m a; Moscow——the political,

economic and spiritual center of the Soviet Union. He believer:

t h a t  t i : c  fall of Moscow woulci destroy the communist  s t a t e .

While the Narcks Plan disreganie:: balder ’s concep t of a

“ sin--ic th rus t”  toward Moscow , it was not too d i f f e r e n t  Sno t

the concep t that Hitler had outlined on 31 July. Anparcnthy,

iTh!1er accepted the plan-—at least outwardly. This acceptance

may have been based on the fact that he knew that it was

sia:iilas- to Hitler ’s. For all practical purposes this plan was

to remain the basic draft conc ept prepared by OKH for the

i n v a a: i o n  until early September 1940, when General Fniedrici-

Paulus was assigned to 01(1-I a:: h u e  A s - s i_ i L -a nt Ch ie f  of SL a I ’f for

Operations .

When General Paulus reported for duty on 3 Sep t c r hc~ ’

General Halder gave him the task of refining the OKH plan.

He was instructed to investigate all attack possibilities

and to assume that 130-140 divisions would be available for

the operation. He was also instructed to consider using

- ‘ . . 124
a’ ,LaLlaiLL a as a staging area for the German southern wing.

While the 01(11 s t a f f  was busy with the o,a’ , i I i : : al b a r - c .  s

Plan and the subsequent  revisions- that took a”laace under

;ri , C:- O- a- , Oper’bJ o fl~~~~~~ay -~~~ - a : n 1 - , - •
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de:aem’al Paulus, the 0KW s t a f f  was also U f l : I & g C U  in producing

t at  owe ian for the Russian Campaign. Tne Las-ic foil  p r i m a r i l y

on Lieutenant Colonel Bernhard VOfl L O _ i a : L o . I ’ L. During the month :

of August and through early Sep tember L,ossber ’~ dr a f t ed  a .1-

which was probably designed to provide General Jodl wi th  a

basis on which to develop his own ideas concerning the planned

operation.15 Lossberg completed his study, dated 15 September ,

and apparently presented i t  to General Jodi . (See Ap -cnc hix  2 ,

Lossberg Plan). In essence , the Lossberg Plan had four st ra—

f - ~gic object ives :

To des t roy  the mass of the Soviet Army in western
Russia, to prevent the withdrawal of b a t t l e w o r t hy
elements into the dep t h of Ru ssia , and then , hav-tní cut
wes t ern Russia o f f  from the seas , to advance to a line
which will place the most important part of Russia in
our hands and on which will be easy t o form a shield
against Asiat ic  Russia.

The plan developed by Lossberg was actual ly qui te

similar to the Marcks Plan . Lossberg envisioned a three

pronged at tack wi th  the army group in the center  concentrat ing

on Moscow via Smolensk. The Ukraine and the Baltic States

were secondary o b j e ct i v e s  as they were in the Marcks Plan .

ho a i i  Lossbc’r .-T and h-Ia _ a’ ck~’ VieWed M o a u c o w  as t h e  p a ’ i : : c i a ” c d L

o b , 1 1 ’ ’ (  ~.‘a ~‘or’ t ic- c, .u m i a ~a:L t ’ m a .  d e L - h i  o . : T i ’ i c - i - - .: na ’a d u  a a i : t d le i-

‘a ’ h L a : : . ’: a’ . i ’ .: sc-d ol’: I cm ’:’ i t :  f t  a : - ~~v - 1 1 1a i or :  • J / . e,

1: :~~ a i a ’ I  “ f l y  o h - a  L e n a ’; a o bof:I’: (bea t t h a n  ; - ~ ‘ , L  : o ;ad r a a L w o a ’ a ; i i i

J, ~ i:i 1<1 .

I, - . , -I t t  I / I L~ H a I H ±
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ (oxa ’oa I :  Oslor’:: U ’:’- ’ , I ’ ,’ ‘ i- ’ ’: . , ia ’, . ) , 2



-, ‘ n ’~~-’~-’~ ‘~~“i ‘-‘
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

‘

~ 
: “

~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~
“ ‘ -.- -.--

~
--

~~
---

~~
-

—/

Ru: ’s ‘ a ox i en d e d  from Warsaw an-a b b a _ i t  I - m- ’u :ts ia to N o ; ’cow ~‘ia

i~b ,i ns - l~ and Siaiolcr:sic . ‘Phi a; pi a \-‘ i t  It ’d I l i e  - I c - a :  I, - i i ’  - ( ‘  I ~ i~i ‘ a (I ~- I - I a

t i a c - i  main  objective but would limit iuaneuvor- . ‘I’ i~~ t o .

woul t , in essence , be roadbound in t h i s  area. An o th e r  si, -a ~ ~~~
“ -

can t point  that may have influenced these plans wa_i that a

main thrust north of the Pripet Marshes would result in tu e

necess i ty  to cross only one major r i v e r— — t h e  Dvina . A main

a t t ack  south of the Pripet Marshes would have requi red  cross-

ing three major water obstacles--the Dniester, Bug and Dniepc’r

Pi:ers. However, the terrain south of the Pripet Marshes

would have provided better maneuver space and direct access to

the agricultural potential of the Ukraine anal eventuall’-: tan_ a

Ba.ku oil fields.

A comparison of the areas north and sout h ; of the

Pripet Marshes indicates that the northern area provided t i ie

most direct access to Moscow and areas of military ±ma :j-ortance.

The area to the south offered primarily economic advantages.

Since the Army valued mi l i t a ry  v ic to ry  above to economic

advantages, the northern axis natural ly became the main arcs

of interest .

Withi n OK~~, t he mon ths of Sep t ember and October 1940

were consumed by a period of s tra tegic  planning for t ij e

Rus;~ian Campaign . General Paulus and his  opcara t ioi:s- s- t~ b

- - ‘ n a  to expand the M a m - c U  a: Plan and produce a co:::~ - i t - h  c a l  - -1

for (ha” cam:aaiprl . The concept envisioned b y i ’~~a a1a - .n S i ’

:i, - I e n t i ca l  to Marcks Plan as far as obj e c t i ve :- ’ .’ - ’ i - a aO I ) CL ’ l_ ’; a’
_
.

—-

~
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i’iie primary difference lay in the disposition of troops b e ts_ i a

Army Groups and the tactical maneuvers involved . Where baa-cl:;

planned a virtual frontal attack with deep penetrations and

subsequent envelopment of the Russian Armies, Paulus cors±de~ 

that each Army Group should be of sufficient strength to con -

duct  i ts  own envelopment maneuvers in the early stages of the

campaigns. Where Marcks allocated as much as a third of hi_i

available combat power to his reserves Paulus reduced the

size of the planned reserves and allocated these force_i to

th~ attacking echelons.17

Once the OKH plan was prepared in sufficient detail

it was presented to General Halder for his approval on 29

18
October. While the plan was still not a completed opera-

tional plan it was what might be termed a t’final draft.”

General Halder ’s diary indicates that General von

Brauchitsch may not have been completely at ease with the

alan . On 4 November Halder noted that von Brauchitsch “ wan t_ i

to put off presenting our plan unt i l  18/20 November. ” 19

Possibly as a result of this attitude or simply in

the course of normal staff procedures, the plan was subjected

to a detailed war gaming session.

Under General Paulus’ direction the p lan was t e s te d

by a war gane at 01CR. The purpose of the exorcise was

17
I b i d . ,  pp. l0l—iO ’j .

iB
fiaider Diary, Vol. IV , p .  2~~2 , 29 O c t  o h - ” : ’  l~~I / ~~ a .

1 ) . , Vol. V, ~~ . 5, 1 November l9~I O.
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The foa’ : : :La laa  i o n  o P  t , :aa  a s - :  ,.L C i J C s -  s - i a  1 a r t  “;‘:ciaau a Ic-
of \ r j e a ~’ : - r ’ c r ’ a a - ~l, jaj , - ( l i t ’  ‘- 1-s-i: , I s -  s c - a _ i  s - a ’ a Pa is- 1~~a
(l i e  a-is -i -k Ira - o u t  of t h e  real plan ‘7o l i e  cons- I t ( - ra t i on
of f’orces by (lie O~- ,: : a t i o n a_ a  a - ra nch

Dur ing ’ the c o L a m - .ve of the ;na m zs,:s only n u c - a t t i o r s- of

st r at e fy  wa- nc- cons ide red . O t a ’aer coras2dc- rat :  on~ - ,a L a lin , ’

the  campaign were ignored.21 I t  ac_ iears as thoup::  5cr-c

‘u:ou-h_a t was- given , taoa- ~cv,’r , -to lo~~ist ics aspect_i s- i s -C C ’  a,:s-c

quc- _ i (ion of the suppl~-’ situation v : l s— a — v is  the t ;,h :n t a a - -ie  f or

(he c,~~ a a ”- sign was given some con -_ in-a aL-ion. 
22 The f i r - _ i t

o b i e c  t lye  soles ( c - t I  ds-:--in - th ._ a --:- :om_ aci cc was t i a c  line  b e t a -c ’  n

ahe Ua-ner Pn:L c-~~ei-’ s-;i - ’ I ac-~ I,) a- - ii:ar di r-. ;:— — L u ,  ca Fe - La ws . I L  a _ i :

f el t  t i i~~t t h i s  lint ;’ could be read ied u i  abc -ut  ti :r ’oe a -icc- f - a _i 01

co::;bat. This line was- chosen ,

pa r t ly  for  reasons- of the t e r m  sin  and n~~r -t l y
because it was recognised t h a t  the t r o on s -  woula.  — -:‘quii’:-
a breathini~ sr-ace an- : (us- oa:poriuriity to o s - p a t t i _ i c -  a
defensive u n :  , b e f or e  en :bark in 1 ’ on the  :- -~~p a , : L t ,  a abl y
i t , ar r a ,in e nt  and decisive battle bc- fo;-a- then. ‘ - -

Th is pause would last Fe:” about t iar a a-a-e ’ .s- b c f o :- -:- r esuc-in:

t h e  adv: t :acc t  on 1oatcow .~~ During t u e  c c - a i r s - -, ,- or t :;~ i-ia:’ , rt ’:ac-

tht” - a n t e  for  resun:inaJ L - J : a  S t l \ ’ s - ;  ic ’ - - a; .- Moscow - --as i ‘ u- fei~ ‘_i to

“5~X÷day . ‘~ Scv-i’al coti cla s:o;;:~’ l - .’ ’rc ,- & i i c a i - : a a  f ;- -o; ’ a t h e

~ °Wa 1 t~ ,-r  Goc -li  c_ i , ‘at t u~~~~~~~ _SL-a~~~~~_ -,~~~ t rans . -v
i c .  1-i . S teven_ i  (flew York : The Citadel s-ran: ;, lt a m ; 3 ) ,  . uo o.

21 2 ’  
~3Ibid . ~“~~ i b i b . ,  p .  101. 1:ni- . . ,  j - ’ . 107 .

~ ~, ic1 . , p . h a .

~~~Ibid.  , p. li P , if  I’d J i l t _ a- 19-:i liii . ’ ,‘. ,  ny (H - m i  t h a t ’
, i a s -  I ad- -vat _ i  a on M o sc o w  :1:0 - F ~ - - h a t ’. , a - , an  on 30 J u ly  l . ’il

s - al - i n o t  e i p i : t  weeks 1st-i - i t _ i  a L  u~a i i y  o u c : a n ’ a ’ c i .

~-~~---~~ -~~
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st u dy; the most  important  of which  was the “Germ an forces

26 . - - - a
a-icrc oarely sufficient for the purpose.” While bo th  Gcncr_is~,

Halder and Paulus were aware of the conclusions reached in thaa 
-
‘

war game , neither made a serious a t t e m p t , at  leas t at t h u s

time , to seek a change in the task given the German Arr::y.2’

While the war game was still in progress von Brauchit_ich and

Halder briefed Hitler on the OKH plan on 5 December.  The war

game was not concluded until at least the 7th-i of December, two

days after briefing Hitler.
28 Here, Halder and von Brauchitocca

rrrr~-’ be accused of what soldiers the world over refer to a-ac

“incomplete staff work” by presenting Hitler with a plan that

was not completely thought out and examined for flaws.

During the course of the 5 December briefing for

Hitler on the OKH plan for the invasion Halder diccuscs-d t~~ r

geographical aspects of the Soviet Union and pointed out  c f - a c -

locations of the major armaments center-ac . I-Ic then  o u t l i n e d

tl:e A1 a~ y concept of (he thre :-—~ a ; ’ o a a ,- ~~~~ at (ac) :  d i r e :  ted at

Leningrad in the north , Moscow in the center and Kiev in Idac

2
lhid., p. 106.

27Paulus admitted after the war that the  f i n a l  objec-
t ive was “far beyond anything tha t t l ;c German force : avail’a ’;, ;-l:
could hope to achieve .” See : Goerlitz , f ’ s-_iJ,a-. and St a l l - h ,
p. 196. After over ten years as a POW I ra  the Sovic- L Ui-hen
Paulus appears to have adopted a _ iome wuas t di f fer e n t cc t loon .
Since he never returned to the West p~’~ or to his-  - ,‘ t , at h  in is- ‘/

some of ilis opinions may have been inf luenced by h i s  c i a  c; -
r -t ances .

2S
Haldcr Diary, Vol. V, p. -d , 7 h a a ’C : i ’ - a  l°40. 
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_ i o u t h . In general , Hitler express-cd his approval of tis-,

concept.

Hitler ’s stated objective for  the campaign was a ga i n

- r iven i:o:r:c to the Army;  “to prevent the Russ ians-;  fro::; w i l L —

dr -awi ng in a bod y, to prevent the Russ ian Air Force- f ro - a r~

a t t ach in :;  Germany and place the Gornan Air Force is-i a u ’ o ’  it ,t o n

where they could attack the Russian armam ents industry . ”

The end result of the 5 December confer’enc-~ a m _ i  the

preparat~ on of a new “~~iehrer Directive ” by the OKIa Op era t ion

S - ’ s-f± ’. The first drafts of the directive that was to become

Fuehrer Directive Number 21 were in keeping with the overall

Army concept for the campaign . The final 0KW draft wa_i pro-

a r e a :  icy General Walter Warlimont and his staff. Accordin-~

to Warli rnont  the Operations Staff_i at 0KW and OKU were

usua l ly  in agreement concern in,-~ the planning for the ea s t e rn

30campaign. “When Jodl presented the draft of the directive

to  him on 17 December he [Hitler j ordered a con_i:itierable

alteration.”3’ -

This alteration s-iaifted the a-nain attacl-l from the

direction c -f  Moscow to Leningrad. All along it ho,al h a - c ’s- (ha-

I
a i a ” i c , a a c - : - , 0’- e-S 1 i o j l , , - a s - , ’ ,’ ,a , ~~

. 1 4 9 ,

i -i

h ’ s - d I e  l’I~’a a l it- c - i ,
l~ ’ e _ i g , , t - - , : a : a - . R . I -I .  ) f 5 m - u ’ y  T, e w  Yo- a :  dm’e .a a:r - . - . - -ar e

~~ • 1 L ”-h ,

h i  I .  
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c o n t e n tio n  ( ‘hat  the ;aaa :1 a t  [s - c - :  lir ec  - - - at [‘- i o , ; c o w  a~~- -

a lao bc _ it aa:cthod of for’ciii,-~ the :::ain bod y ol  L i e -  Ru s s- i c r: A~ 

to  s tand and f ight So it could be defeated. The directive

a-nc a - -am rcvi_ied and presented for Hitler ’s signature on

l~ December 1940.32 The code name se lected by Hi t l e r  For t~~e

o:--eratioa’:  was Barbarossa.

Thu s , with the mere s t roke  of the pen , H i t l e r  charap a-d

considerably the concep t of the operation. It ap::aears- ‘that he

gave l i t t l e  thor :  :Lt to the fac t tha t  the OKH plan a’s_ i the-

c - s - s- c t  of the  bes t  :a: ili ta ry  mis_il_i in Germany and had been

carefully checked and was raced by the general a :t a ff . This

raajor c1~aii -’e seems to have been quietly accep ted by the Ar’;y.

For oxas-anle, between 18 December 1940 and l~.- January 1941

General -lalder does not mai-~e note of this change in I l_ i

or even enter  the codeword “Barbarossa ” unt.il ld January

33

At (he end of~~1940, after some five :nontiir; of p1ann J n ~

fo r  a ca ama nai ,t[n of major  importance , the Army was faced au th

r eo r i ent i n g  it_ i main objective in the c o m i n - ;  hus-:ac ji,an cmii . : ~tign .

The target date for  the invasion was s t i l l  p lanned  for May

192 41, only five months in the future . The time rc::aa;Lning was

32 See Appendix 3 for  the t e x t  o~~ Fu ch s  a ’s- i i t - C c  t i _ i -
Number 21 , Operat ion Barbarossa .

33The f a c t  tha t Halder was on i t- av e  fro,,a i - I : ’ Ju les-
be t ween 25 December 19140 and 15 January 1941 may accoun t , I c

a rL -  a t  least , for the lack of any comn en t  during ( l i i . ; p c s - L c -~ : .

“ - -
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s-o~ ’is-, ’ _i::o’ t , ;r :racu rearlainc- : t o  H -  as so::- : l b s -h e - c l . a I i c~~se

( ‘j a r s - a ’ c-o’ , -ed: a a a  import~ ni _ i o s - t  i on  or th e  A - - -  l a n_ i  ~o . s- i s- . I n  a

l -  a t  t i ae -  sam e t i:-;  - ( ‘ho . :t m _ i i’P had to  c- - a r i a_ i c  t o  elLis  ~o .

the r oj e c  f e - - i  iilcLs---- _iio:a :’ h a  L i i a  S a l t e r  (0: c-c’s- s tori i c-i I:-: ) as - Jr

ai~’ceCe (OSCI cation u s - a  t a )  . The OK: : L ar ’f a-ic, . l ace-c ii’, a

r s -  f _ i c r  i ,i f i hc n i t  n o_ i  t i  on , one- f”o ;s- which i t  s-ca - - to  os-i c, -:l

extricate it s el f  if i t  a-us -s to cont inue to func  a [en  s-a o: -c r -is.
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i~~ A; ‘ h ’ , ,l V

Oh ‘H A ~~~~~~~ ‘LA 1 (I L _ i ; , JA ’.’ - A- - 1 10  Jl ‘J -; 1 -t i

AF~ ‘-r the F~~eii_i:-r Directive of - CcC- :- , 1- r l~~- - O  c i ,”

~ s-_ iued, t u e  as-rce-d forces 1- i s - SC,- face:l  a-s-ltd : ‘nc-gar iac  - orora (±-s_itl

so :L_ i - l ement  tire - i ir c ’c t iv c - . ails-cd of  tic s- _ io r ’zicec  a —  a’

aL:’ou t ‘ a s - - ’  s-r i ng ,t (S own directives- and o;ctcracics--s-l c-is-na in

acc-j r s-a cucc-e wI f l u  taco - los-dance  contas-racu  s-n direct ‘,r ’,~ - d u , ac t -a , i ”  d i .

f l  ,s- e- the  is-c—a s-ion  of t , :o Soc-h c -f  J n s- o n  a -is - a _ i _ iC: :c ’- ;ui~. ci , c j  t cad~

s- is-ce s-n (hay 1941 thai as- i-is - i_ i li ( a  La t a : -ae to d i i-  a-m s- a: t~ -: . ‘ ‘he A -  :- ,

. . a - ;  the  a : ;o_ i f  d i f f i c ult  t a t : - - -: of all t a ;c  St s -V i c e_ i  i a - a  s- a s -a t i t

cll;:ao require-i to nian the renc-s-loy:ccnt of i,:u;dir’,ar .c of th u s- c- s - a s - , ,

of troo;,’c- from W-: stern Europe to s - - t a -  ing as-ear . - ‘ ii s-i -- t , ‘ ru~~ a - a

as-cl C-cntra l  Poland a - s a i l -  concus ren :iy d1 vs- lo~ -las -  the  gre::’ . :

t a c t i c a l  -dos: for  the invasion. : vo:~i thou -h the  : nvs- s-i on  r- .’a~-

st  I L!, five :nont:i:- in (lie future , tic’ a- aL--I rio it’ - -ac- si . t ,cat ((a c

g ig ;  Is - a - : t.~at’ erach ties-’ s-a—ar t is-i-ic . Seff i ci  a s - I t  f r d  a is-a’: ~o h e

_______——

-c c o t : a ; ’ i r  icc -a , a la :  a i d s - .  r’ Is - hu l a  ~ :_i ’i . r o ; ,  0 ’ J
Fu a: s o  ira I, - 

- ‘ - ~~ be ,: ‘can ct_ i es-S -iv a-a, - l~~i I’ ii i t a :  i i i  t I si U . - - . ~
-. - - -

O~ - ; ‘aa ’~ irient s- (t i di e s .  Th~
-- joint U. :u ./ a , ;ri ~ 

: a :j ,  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ L a t I f  cc (
o f f i c i a l ly fo r  the f ;h- ac t (‘ He- au  i s -’ Ag : ii lo J .  “i us-a l - la ;  a a d  a l
for- ( ‘d c - a  cro _i ., ’ — c i ; a a s - n c l  in -d on d id  not be,- is-  u nt i l  1~~ - r e m - - a t
li) - 3 when Dwi,;ht i-hi s-ens -or -j r ; a - is - cs - ’ name-:; h~ r’e-: i~s-- A s- l i e -  -~o:a: , ;s- s-- ‘ ‘a
‘(c c Go ‘on A Harri ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
(ii a i i  a l ie “a S ”a f l t  O t  I As-

1”> ~~~ : . -7~ 
an:) Forrest  C . Po ,- u , ’ , 

~~
— a ( L.aa ’.’ r t r i c L ’ , i’s- ’ . :

‘~‘hc U n i v e r s i t y  Press o C  [~an s a_ i , i- ’. J~~~~ - . 1 -13. 
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al!c~ - a : : c ’  to  s - r i  o: ’- i i : a s - t ’ ’ a-o. , a’. s - t . a - - , - , a , a a ’ a L l L  L - ’’

,: .( : ‘ s- V t L s -  t ; i , s - t  . ‘ -,-s- ; ‘ a ;  ‘ - c - a ,  i , - ‘ - , s - a f l  C a ~~~~ ~- o . t 1  1 , : i

Cd-ncr- s- i  i- ’r - i s - ’d r i c l i  Ps- lu .- a - n - ) h - -  r’ ’ n s - L y rs-- .;- o ’ .-. _ i -  11

f o r  rre ’ -arc :: as- t h e -  A,- , , , y  s- lan ~, o r -  Oncra  ~iou ,.s-~~is-C.: o s-ca C

a 
c _~~a o n s - a a  ~ o c o  f t c  is- al~~~r ~~ h_ s rc~~a_n

fr - e ra  la-ass-’ on 1’ J c s - s - c - r s -s -y  ds-r au:”s-l ::s-l-s~~r n o t e d  c ha t  “‘‘s r_i o:,

o s -_ i : , :t  iy  ora ls - - cr : ” - ‘as in tIro ’ :‘- 1 - s - 5 .~~ d~’ 23 s-&:;s-~~s-~ ~nr?:,c s-ad

co::;slta ted  taco s- ar  aft cu rs-logs-cr: a Jis-oc ci -,--:: sios- 1 r _ i s -  :s (‘cc’: i~~~~~

i-a’s-? er. On 2) Januar-v ~ialcier b r - ic  foci Field Ida ‘— s _al so::

lb s- as-s-i as -cl: on thc co,s-tent_i of (‘no prop osed 1r’ — ’ ct ivc- . F ic-is-a

,- a s - s i  cad , von hr -au-chits -cs- concur:’ed ~-.‘i (’h the -  ;c-uioy:nc:-a t

a :is- ’c-ct s-ve. The tics-logs-err t u s -r e -c  t i ve  incl ; :. ,’c ci s-a lso a a - s - t a r .  or

s-dc- - ,l locat ion  of ~ encral headquar ter ’s-  t roops  s-a - a ( ‘r a n -  -

iorta alon s-is-a: to as-cc ar - i c: t r,o on tt  re f or t s-  a t h a t ’  s-act.

h i ,  ic von d ras;on lt sch  a- -reed  with s-se s-oslo -rn - t dire- c d cc

he -:;i- : i not  s.1 ,’r: the d i r e c tiv e  as- ’ at i l  3 F’el”rs-asv . Ti.i;:’ dc-la,- in

s-at -s-in’: the- directi— .-e r:as nectar_ il fate-cl by a r ’-t ’, a : i r ’: : -
‘ :~ 

- fo r

a - al t?- ’ to gcr_io:icaily cur cc’s- (ras-’ A ; :;; adan . 
a 

‘fire ~ rcas-ca :ss- His

of ~i!e 0a ’-s-i - lt_ i ’ r Ot ’  IIj,tlor ’ - aag’- rovs-l  r-eclr r i  - - 
.. - -  - al:::oa t ci:’, a o c’

t a-roe, c-tar t  to  f ,h-; t ,o ; :-  . T:iere cs-n b-: 110 - u  - (I,0 1 t ha t de l e

21-Ialder Diaa’t ’- , Vol. V . , p.  P6 , 1- J a a ’ ~:a a y 19h; 1 •

~ ib i a 1 . , Vol .  V., r ’- . y (’. 20 Ja a ; ; a ; ” y  10( 11.

Fucrai-c-r D aLi ’s - -  c h i ve  (Jo . 21 - ‘ - : c, a i i ’cd ti,ta t ‘_iC A_ i - - 
- a ’

.,, a” s--lan h o ill icr for aj”proa’ai i-u - u  a c - s - ho No ’ ’ , ’ a-i ’ ia ’l -a u -c
a-ia ,’r ” ” rio io cj u i r - e” !  to - ‘ :o - c - .  T h a i ; -  a - a s - C  -: a n ‘ - “ a c ’  t l s -  di
ia ’~~ e, lza ’ o ’-’ con - icc-y in ’’ .i,n I’ ; ” A -m y s-o~:i - a O l  ; I l l  s- i - i c  as’

d e -‘ ~
-i 1  . a ”f.

‘ : s - J - ’: - ‘ r~r ’v , Vo L .  V . a~ ,~ Q 1 , i d ~s-~ i v  1 1.
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H

- -as-s oxas-i:’ao - ; in gras-at ci’ - tail in sue-i-: a ion s-c-rio- - of as-i- ac- .

iaibl cr s-es-ros-’s-a-t (~ :u ( i ’ s - r  rai:ra as-: ~“ a s - - s - c r : t a ad so Id : : : . I t  is--

:nter?~.,at ia .a ~ to note (hat the Odd Dca ;-ioV. , ’;nt D i r - s - - c s - I  v- -~ (Sc- .:

As-: en - Lx ( 1)  at- - ;:‘~, - .:s- ;i-d oi)Or-at , :,01l_i for- tIre caa.’a: ,-cz ia sa oral’,’ u- L

a s-os-c’ — south lit;:: L e a r  irr~~ra cl— S’ :oi- :— l ’l i e ’t-’. As-r a y  Gras-c r-

“C ;  - n ter , co::s-,s-ar, - ad by li-ic-I : Nar,,.:: al P er  :0_ i- sos- — o c i : , sac a :~ . _ i  a: a

I
Co::s-;:-it s - t a os- -- , : o r .s-lc, forces from the c-a , ’ z_ i : .’ — .l I s-i. ~

area to force  a brc- ai :t dr_ i ’ou. - ; i’a towas-s-.;~ Scaoi earc - .  Th,l _ i  a-il ls- i
-ae -r:-::s- t f l u e  tic s-ni:: - of s tr on , ; for , :;a t±c:rs  :0 - - - . - s- o s - s- a :  in
order to cooc- c-.ss-te  ;-u d,t h  A,r ’a ’’  Ci- a- ’ou, : ‘ I -Jor tn .  ‘

The OKI- i Des-loss-cs-at  Dlr ’ective of Jan’s-a s-y 19-li fol lca - .a ci

the U’u idaaac c-  nroviclecl by Hi t l e r  in h i_ i  Dcc eanb car 15.1 ;Q f i r s- c  _ avc.-

exc- ;p ~ i t  o u t l in e  I a th ree— -‘ s- a :  - s- - a t t a ch  51Cc a s - a s - c -  - i ac a.

o s c ra t i o, i . (“s--c oi. ,~ c c tj .vea to be t a t t c t i a a - , :- . : a-/ c-re i-ne: :ics-(,.

Ps-s- is-a s-s - a is- cbs -a ; .  ;c 5 3 ; :  an at  t ea : - L by th e  A; ’::;; to lay s-nc 1’

~ i -oun-  a-mo sic for  ev e nt ua ll y  : ; ,  Ci c r i l s-’; (I i  t i e r - ’  a: t ; - - - -r, ’-,’c: ,l l o i s -  s-a

s-I _ n  tL~i_ i s t  t o i ’Ja s - s:  ( - 10 :2 Cm -u ‘i - ,’j , t h  , ‘: a a ; ’ -o a L i n ’ s-r t~~ las -  or u_ i; - 11

£ is-us. ; u ::i- ’c-ciallv wi’ien or re -  cons iders  tha t f- l o s -c ot - i  hcaai n u i , ’s-a;’c 
- -

be-en c o n s- i -  - -s--red to  he t a - a c  m s - h a  o l s-j o c t . iv c - by the  A: - :. Th i s -

t h r e e— :  o a a ( e d  at t a c k  facii :i t a i ’c-d c os t s-a l  ove r the-  a’ar ;r’ :oi”os- .

d iv is Ions  involves-a ant i r -educo i ( ‘hu e - n cua ahcai ’ of ad vi c l a n , :  C - . - : ’  —

ty - o l l c - a u by s-ri A ,i’- : . .y ( ‘Iro ta ’’ . This n tis cn a i c  is-i , j ; i ’-- - ’oa- a t b aa:  vs-: I-

c ’s-: - s - a r - us- of tea-rain ovei -’ a-1t .icl: L u c -  u s - i t s -  a-y e- a t o  Ope s - a t  c- .

1
bs-n c i i , ~ ‘f.s-~~~L~ uL , , a_ti_~~. . .

-~~-
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a a l e  t i l e -  01111 o s - i ’s - t i c - : ; .’ de:’aa”a ;- ; nt  a rc ; :  J a r ’ s - r a e ; ’ ar

“d et”iovr:aent a : ?  - i - c  1 :  Vs- ’ a c i  a c t -  s-ac 1, I V 1 a; - ‘ a r ,  - c’ s-c- ,~r I~~’ acae-  - y 1; a

j r _ i a  ‘s-cs-s .  A:: ea r ly  as 27 J s - r r - , s- a a’y d . c  sa r i  a ’  Or ’ - ‘h I ’/i. ions- frorra

(is-c occur - icc !  c o u n t’r ’ic or ” .1- - - tear ; Euro : - - ,, to  the  .- s, . t rats ’ as-: —

a-s- a’, ’ . The As--s--ag Grout: Conic-at:, s - -a ’s- ( i ’s - c  id I-h z e s-ir a l s -  ‘r ’ ~ L,a :-eh , von

t O e - !” , s-s-S von iiu:’a s , : ts - - i t )  for  0 1:c ; -s - L s- ion  s-arbarosc,a Is-ac ; b s--en

hr  1:- fec! on t i r e  invasion and . a -  i n i t i a t e d  a:-:cu’- - s s-c,adie.’ ‘c-its - ia;

t :  s-,jr- Is- iv! ‘ s-as-i ;s -b a f s - f  fo r- - i t  , s-u ,i ? a’ d s t ud y of  the- - : -  tad ~~~. 
-
,

“ ca r i t a  - s - -X e r cj a a o s-  is-:,’tcd a, ’;”i’o:ci : a c ut e l y  a tr ron t i s  r u  s - l i e s - ,  

s-s-i s  fo r  d e ta i led op a - r at l o - .s-i n ia r n a,L n-’ u-s-if in tn t-  ih’,s-y

S ‘so a: “ s

fiann ’rs-’a:: for- Opc- -s-at lo s-i has-_is-s-os-s-c- fr o r ’:’ - _ i’cc- , l ..s’~ i. —

f a c  to ru s at  all is-v:’-?- of conr : aana i  n- ad, as-hi s-a t an :  A - : ,  y du j a r

ois-ruary anti  m o a t  of h-las -’t h .  P r o ; a l - s - a a .  t h a t were e , i e c _ i r - r a  “a’

a - / s - - r c a , for” the :s-oct  fOrt , r -c_ io lvs---:? . i a : t s - - a ’aicull y .  ~ s - -  t i c :’;. ” of

ho t-u ar:”a-ror cia-r e I nfan  h:’ ”, ’ us-r i :,i ’ CJ , ” ,: ’_ i ’ tc~ be- c , a _ ie ,  1 c-ui t’l:is- Ar-r i)’

a,’l a - O I , f l a ’ a--as  a is-act t e a”  of  - - c a - as- ’  no :  acc - ic r  a , ’ I h i  La : 0171. ‘ c,: xas-. 1

s-, s - - - -~~ , c -  ;7 c ’a ;t er  p;’c~: o.’s-J 0 ( ? ; i t i ’ l o y  ‘ I ’ s - i V y  at ro :  - c; rc~,- - 0 1

(is i l - a t ’s-s 0 i t a ~ ,.i~~~t s - t c s -  n-us - t I - n r a  a a t d s-L ;’y Sc: j a o  , Lu

l a y  a L a  C ±0  0 C I c i  a
b

s - a :  - 
- 

, a s - I - i l ’- i a - s - a  ‘h ’ t to  ~, s - i :  , a s - j,, a ,  at~~’ , ’ r i ses-c  dc  - 
-

L O : , l C a  o a: :~a l ; ’ 1 a , i n i l;: J o y . i - - a s , ;,; cau , J, , j ’ -c a iL o r - - - - , ‘

- ‘ o ‘~~ lc- s -ar t a O s- a r  1 Ui a i  Is --  I c- I; t r- ,Lic c- I s-cr  .a - - ‘ a t . .  a - a - a’ - - .a. - .

i i : ; . o a —~r , vol. V, p .  07 53 s - s - cs --  s- IL i n
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d i  1 : - - sn.  a ’ s - s - c a ;  I a ic - - I  ‘v 0 1( 11 a l a ;  a ,  - - - a a ’  - - iy .  - i i  I ‘ —

a as - a I - - : - (: a .r  I , - - o f lb vit a L a :  a ’ s - - i -  , a~a - ‘ - - a - -

a ; a a : L ’ s , a ’ : a a i a t i - Ji i f ’ y 0 1  c-n. d i c er  a a”i ’ ‘i r a  - :as- .:as-ts, , r a i a i  h ;

a d - l i t ” ,’ of haca lo i s - ’a ’C: :  s -y . ’t t ’a - .0 s-c s - - o I  c - - — - - os-ia_ia - a ~ _~ c . , ‘

he ‘ lanes-I  cu -or. i t .  ho eajoac p. - o - icr::.. ~n ~; ± 3. sai~’. - ,.- 1 ._ i ’s-

oC ca , :icre r a: ‘au  s- lie rnid i_i ’ ol’ I- i i .

On 17 ((arch Field 1a_ i , ,s-,s- 1 von air s-sal.  t c ch  had a r-s- s-as -cr

l on~ con ” ,’c:’s-atlon w i t h  Hi t i ,  r - concer -;r 1n~ cc: t a m  -a ’on i e t : a ,

s-as’s-s-dIn-’ the  vos-d inc-  operat: :n~ a: in Greece .  ‘dire end a”c s~ it

- 
, ,i~~

’ :irs- L h i  t i c s- -  d ive rted  uni f t  to  (‘lie : l , ;r -i .’ :c’ -- ; dI r-a C ; :  is-i’s- . j ,c:- . a

p “ - ‘; 1 oLa s- iy  aacsi ;Tflc ’ ! to A: -
- d c - on . : ’  Sos- i i i  l ox -  t h e -  Eu ,  slit - 

- - —

v i i , n o f l.  H i t l er  also di rec ted  a :a o~ ? i f i c a L i , o , a u s -  t o  u : - ’, s-r ca no -

Ci~i- ( deployment  dir e c t ive  c:ias-r m r  ‘(is-c ’ direction of A: - - 
- Gro- -;

C
foa;th’ a: rs-aain at s-cc -: . LIE d is- tails chair: dId r i o t  irs-so ms- a-

r::s-’a ,jor ira ’s-ct upon the plan as a ~-u5oio , it  a’s-n .: s - u -  cs-am~;”1’: a 
-

III sIt ar p a- - scr n s-s-?ly clirectint; (‘Is-: i::tcr-r s-l affairs- of hi -- : u’:; ca ,, — —
~a s - s - i t s - r a t i o n  s - , . _ i i t a a’,- ’: ’-s - - a’ .r’ vci’-: /0 c- . -, r i c r - ;  as his-c :-asau3 .

Some s- i s -n e  - s-ass- i s-as-cr, t i-ac Ys-, -o s--is-v _ ioup ci ’ chat ’ o’

2: ~-iar:’ cdI ; s ads-cod an sa-r’ie.,a of - a - : tic: as - I y l i i  i l s-~ ’ f i s-

l r s -~’o~~J m s  - s - ar - s-
’ a .’ a a : r ’ a i a : Ias-i ’a ’ c r c - a i d h-c : ;  n i h :  a’r. ’ n: lf r i ,tr :  a J I  ‘s-

Cl ’a - s - L - C s-I ‘railer ’s-” of  C : a a -i ’s-t L i o;i  3a; ’is-s-u’O: ;. ’a. 
- 

At 1 200 ‘ a s - n r a - .  0:1

‘ (i-i’ crier ’ , i~ ltLs-rL,..: t~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~, I . - - a

f a r - - ’ :  a .  . s - i - s - a s - -li I _ i t :  a , ,  s - L u  
- ~~~~~~~~

ia ,L 
—~~ a ( I s - t i  {o I I L I a ’ a, ‘ 0 ’ !  , I ,

a i / i o , u 
— 

I 
—~~ a _‘,?, ja__ ,_,~(s-__.._,, __.,. C

I” . i - a l s -  A. a a ’s-- - i a )  . I J 1 ,  ‘ . ‘
~~ ~~,

- I-  , 
~~~ 

‘1s-~~ S t  s - i - c ’  ~~~~ ‘ - 1k’ (
~ 

- U  E a ~~’~~ 1 , 1 1 ’ - -
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li I-is-a s-b: , 11 1 lear s- - u a: :::u:’a ’ :- - ;  hi:: ;:;iii s-s-r -y is--ad -,,-r’ as- t o  dia : s-s-A s

- - - - ‘  - - - ‘  - IL?
4 ‘C’~ ! the  “ s-s-a’ l a o s - : ! o s - s - a c ;  Ic- :,,,ta-’cr: into au f o :J, s-iv ial i .

h. ,T :; i i s -  the  as- I - , ’:’ ho a a s - - r r - I a ’- Ye ‘o s - i s - a v i s -  ::a s-a y h r - i  a i r  h ’ a a r . i i

a , s-l ie y ;-: - -s - c- rio ( s- 015: 1”; ( e l y  Lifl h a ‘~~ - r - ,~ , - a-c:  s - o  ,c o~ s- ,,;, Q;  5 -

t he  :-al~:ans .

• 51 i r s - c  t ir e  i’ali  of 19 .5  ‘JKH i’s-is- i ha c,’; ‘ Its-- ::a - a i ; ’a s-h r

j :;’r ’s-sj on or  Greece (Onea’at os -a I— tar ’ s -t a )  fo r  Sc a C s:-s-in5 of 19’41.

(-har ita  a-s -s-s ia:’u-aed to  benr in as so-s-ri as- woati’aer coa,’li~ d o s - a s

alioa-ief . By l a te  January the forces-  to s-a,-:e s - a -  s - s - a  t i - v

ca “ ;at i o n  s-s--re s - cb r c : n r i e d  to  cor -Ia - to  s-~ aas - 1 r - s-cl 0 .. . - - r : ; i  i y  ni ;

b(o: is-c-al a on 26 as-ha tach .  The h a - r o t - la t e  .ior O ;-e- s- s-i ‘ as 1-i a. I s - s - u,

a ’ s - ,  t o  ho on or s - i s - o r a L  1 A : -  i,. 12 OK!1 I -s - s - cs - i s -c - f a - J i L a ~ L- a u ma —

i n- ’ no t  onl y I d e  arcs- of opea a t i o ; ; a s -  h r f :  a- h i l t ;  ‘ car d — a t  s-u s- .

a:ad h i c s - d c i u s - a l io - -s-: c lca :;sar tc  :0 C O r-L  i [ho ls-s-’~ - u . -~ a a u a ’ - a  - t a t- , I n

Ti-is-P (‘as-i-: a-a s-ac quid-n y accornj’iis-hod b y 0:-~u a  s-i ’- t i le  a - xc-atnd::-

os-oration be - s-ar on 6 A :’i’s- 1.

T.-o~~, 19 -7), p. li i ;  iic”is-s- Gudcr ia;a , I - _i :.~s-s- Los-c- : ’ C u e - a .  ~~~
2 . D u t t o n  & C o . ,  I n c. ,  l9 ,7t’~~, - ‘a~ i-’i ’- ; s-s. h- alto’ s - I o a r r : l i t a : ,

s-iuluaa anal Staliar ’r’ca.d (Ps-n ’.’ ‘do s - :  The Cits-arsi (‘as-a . . , l ’ s - ),
- - . 1:-i

I a d d s - s - t a - a ’ Is- s - f  - - a n ra - s us-a 1I ‘I- - -

a 
- c s-a ’ s-I  I o a  a’ s-n I, 50 r o t - c ’ ;  ~ - - s -a ‘ a J a ’ - -~~’s - ; ’ - -

-L -
~~~‘ ca 5 , . ‘ : ; _ i , ’C ’ , C’ a ’ : i a ’ L i ’ ,,i - . L a  a- , , cr , - L c v  -

— - - a ’, - a - U [‘1 : -  - - s-H I — 
- - - 

- - : , , - - - s-tt - i i ’ (s-,) a .~‘ -~i- a ,

s - i -  c - I s- s-c a n t i  h - l a  id a t  a , , 5a ~~~~~ f i a c s - ’ c~~i 11 :1.  , . a l c - a

s - c -  a s - a  y ca a :  i t ; :  u l s -  ~a o a ’ i’ ‘ o a r  2’, - s : ’ c - J s -  ; .:o i t  - i t  c i ,  - a

- - ,t ~~~ ’ - h a ,: , ‘ ‘ - a ’ ry  J i i C c - ! ’!’ s-C L I ~
± L i r s - i~~ e~~ IL L s - tr y , VoL . V i , a~ ~i’7 , 5’ -,s-rC !! 1

.1 . i 7 a r ; - s - a r - t : a n °  i s -  o t  a - r i ’ - A -r a y ,  i - s - s - i ’ s - l a  L d o .  .Ta ,l _ d I r m , Ph

— 
a 

— —— — — 
c i ~~ ( s- t o r a  V I ~~ a l l

of t i a r a  A J. ,a / , Ly  j, . L 3 , i ,~ .

IL , .
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At approximate ly  tir e -  s - as - r : ca. - t ime (‘s-s-at ‘h its -  a3uai ~ : a c x a  c r :. - s - a

- be~~a aa: i t  bcc~~ra a ,: 1lecs--s-a:try L u  i - o s - ( ’1 o : a a ’ s - : a a  as-L ,ai -L o X ’ O,- ’ a - ’ _ i a ~

tion Barbaros-ca.’3 The rat io:a-s-ic-  for tnc poa s- ’: -e :u rn - :,t VaI s- -

tha t the add s- I os-s-il units- allocas-as- h to s-l as- - a : - s i : - : .s-s-’a a : as-, a - - r a c e !

for Russia. Time ha:: to be provi-;cd for the conduct of the

haih:an Cs-r- :s-s- ’ii,’u,r ~ s-’ I  acuLn s--quc- as- t .: c- s-c s- .s- ’. . ’ : :s -a iy of the ccs- t ac  - - - —

valved prior to tho r r - r I c a  lo~ar a ca at  to  ha -  s-s- s - : i s - :. On Sr Marcia

Genes-s-i l b s - i -  I r a ’ s in a ccs-’;vor- sa tiorr  s-i (‘is- os-re of k;.:- a :r t : - crd in -s-cos

stated , “ t ars - has -  the best use of tire - pos-~s - a o;icrncnt of lJs-tc”baroas-.s-u

;~ gives s-as - at  is-s-,,:t los-a r i- ,’C- , , ’s- .~~ a-To cr ew  -aate -/as-:

officially set at  this- time for’ h cd aL rur irr- ; Bar d- a s -roa r s- a  s--a t it

cans - be s-as- s- s-t alC-i t i - is-t a los-i’ a. -~--c-h-: dc-lay la-os- i~~ I- hs-~ ’ t ,’oc-i, ,’ : las-c-c s-

t ir e  date cos-cr~ ’hs-- re around the- a s - a l - -li ’  of June . Dc-c to thcs-

c s - u — i c  success of (‘lie Geracas-asi h .~ - .: the Ye ‘c :la s-s car , s -L s - s - i .a ” c  at

on 17 A s- s --I?  s- f l , :’ tj i , s -  Or- s-ro e, c~~- a , s - a -~~ s- eririef by 50 a’; , -s- 1. As-a a

re_m alt of t a m  s - i .  ‘is - i  V i e -  t o r- i e s  10- ’ 1 - - i s - -, wa  30 A :’ AL , as--s - .’L-c t :aS

J ar a taa -  as- s - a s - c r  ;s-AL e (h o t  (Thea ’s- Limi h ’s- c- h, - aas -’o s- a-is:.! 1 - ~~
‘ t a .

I 
— - 

‘ d~ L_ ’L_ ~ ,d ’~~ 
- . a

- / 1
s-u , - a ’ ‘ J 5 r  -

, a c i , . h’ , . 
-, 

, - 5 ’
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‘
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Undoubtedly, (ii tier t I s - ; ’ ce -n v  IS- a -a ” t a o  1: ;a 1~~ -i s- c - a or

t baa ’ al e 1’s-a t  t of ‘Lb - a ’ - a a~~s--~ a - t Or a J u a a a  w a l  i l l , :  I a u - I s -  - (I a - 
- - - a - I . i -I v-  s-

a-s - i ti ’;in the Araaay t ’ia s -r - c - a — a s l i f t  It , i f ’  - r a y ,  as - I  Os-a : :  i s - I t - i  - s i —

c~-s-r - : a I r a , ”, ’ a r e ia ti--:ely qu ick  vie- t o ry  ova- ar s - J a r -  Sov iet  Vts - I~~

E Ven before-  b a rbs-ross-a  a-is-c a: launca;-’rc; h i t ler  a-~s- , s -  alr’ - as-y laoi : i i :  - 
—

s-lie--s-al to future conquest s-Its-ar tb-a- , .:il of b- e ars - is -a .

Fus-:.rc-r D i rec t ive  i-learn s--er 3~
’ conce rn l,r:a - , th e  per iod

a f t e r  Barbarossa was d r a f t e d  on ii Tune s-s-s-I form-s -_ i L a Gs - ;  l s - i a s -~~, r.C,. )

to the Ar-nc-h Services C h i e f s  on 19 Junc- In general tears-.::

I a s - i t  wit h  driving t he  B r i t i s h  from Nor th  A f r i c a  as-i l the

— i e - i i t  e r rs-ne-s-s-a  alas- a - ;  au th a : :- lye ir s-  a t b :~ l i r I - d - , - Eaa ,a t ’  s - r i -  an

c-vcnftuai laar~:in ET ira the  Lh’i L I s - : l a  larales . I T L a C : : :  :u:l -I ( ‘j o ; : - ‘ os-la:

were ce :-ts-a,i:aly based on a a - ~ h a s -  t h i s -h  U ‘c r ~ ‘s-c tion Ps-cr-i, or-os-cs-

as -ou l—l be not  onl y aa ’s-cceas-sfui but s-pee-by, oti;orwais-c s-biL i’D :-.‘a ,

no reason to issue such a dir e c tiv- r b e fo re  it s-  nc-ed c c - s - r i ; :  t o

f oresa ,

~hi,lo the tacticians- s--s-c-s--a - U~~,ai1y :‘rGIs-a:’in,i ah~t s-i l -,e ,a

‘lans for the ia s-vs -aa :s-Lon and Hi t l e r  s- i s - s -s-a o c c ur ’ie d  t u i th  t1s -oc-’ -

of where he woul- ,: - , II r,’a,’ct his s-a-aali~a-s-: s-ftc,i’ him ~, ‘ala , f c a a r-

p - . 170—1 7- - aa :b n t a a : h n r ;  s - h as - i a t h e  Jj , ’ s - - -  s - , b , o:i o f  s - a a r i ’ f s-’ 5 0;

i rs - a ’ L’-s - :’o ss-a  - 0 a l i a s -  s - s - 1 --~s - ui s- ii- 11 tb , :1 - s-ray c- f’ ; ’a r s - t , (a l L
I : a : s - s -,I a’: ‘iar , r: s-i dlri . l ie  s - : t a t a ’ - :’ :‘cc l - : l e r  i a ’:ca I a _ i  t , r a t  “ , , i’l” a ’.’ a ’ -s- ~~a n ~~
o - s - a r c -  ..1s-cia -,a ai car : : ~-a n , ‘tu e o ,Li-a ’cna ’ i x - ’o 3, ~ca~ - as- t L a ( t s - a  - s-a c oo l -  -

n o t  ha —c as- i s-a r t s--h iri , a c h  “ s-a 111.’)” ( ‘Ps-a i r  I I .  d i d . ”

16 -
I I R ‘1 t a a) a — I U L” , 0- , 

—— ~,, (‘0 —— —

i - -il tic ’ s- ’ .,’ War Directives , l99y—l ’~~9 I s - a s -a-i b a- I ’. : 1’io~ t , U )  s-s-’i ca t
and ~ i a ’i cton , l96’i), pp. ‘s-’b— 32. a
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- (‘clii -j flCe -’ o ’i’fi~~c a  a : of  t are  0Ki’I a-s-ore -s- -s - t c s - a s - t i~s - - ;  to r a t s - n c

their’ e s t i m a t e s-  of Sovie ~ s - c r c  as- t i ’s- . 4_ i early Ia-i -s- b us- raicas-On

s - a - i l l  - o n ce  a.’: As- : ‘ : ; a -t  1°-i c t h e -  f I r’ a :t ,’ln c_ i i l l  c s - i C c ,  - - . a dna I a - . -

de ,a i s-in ; ,  n-i d t l i  Sovie t  coa aa i r - s - r t ‘os --a r a: -~~~a’s-s-OaJ s - i ra  Gcnau a-’ -cm l I-s - :s-”C s - a ,

is - is -t  tial ‘‘ is-n . .-s - a - - c - aa : s- s--t in s -t e d  th a t  s-is-Ic Sovie t Union, ,,s --,i a

to~~s-1 of 11-i in fan t ry  divisions-a , — f cavalry  d iv is ions  and 5e

r no u or io e b/m o c h a n iz e d  bri ,- ’ - a: :s-as- . Of t h i s-  number os-s-I’s- 9f-

u r i s - t r y  r a i vi ci o ns , cavalry division_i and 2_i s-~ot s--,As-es-b/

r :c -chaas - r i  zed bri gades could be dep loyed  in the bes t  i f s-in S t

- . :a ~s-ts -ry .  The re :’aainin , : un i t s-  n-s-crc conrn i mated eis-acs-:-ihcre-.

(5~~ts- A; m n d ix  ~
_) By 4 Apri l 152:1 tho intc- l li ;it s -as-ce-  estimate--

of Sovie t  s-’s- r~s-n - s - t h  had been incs -- s- s- s -s - :cs- c’,i to a t o t a l  o I’

l a f s - a a t r I.r a i iv i aa io ns- , 36 cavalry div-Is-ions - and 40 motor : se-i-

mechanized  has-i - ‘ a - ias - ’ o17 — — a n p r o a - : i a .a s -t c l y  a 10 s- ’s- ’cc - .at I a iC - i ‘c-s- i~

as - a”e-u a s- b a . On 21 Jun e, the eve as-a l t h e i i IV s - t s - i O f l~ s-a! CI” ’ as-

d ia ry  contains another revi,s-:-s-d e - s-t i~n s-t c  01’ Sov i et co:rrbs -La

~-oa-icr that could be caaii loyed a ‘s - s - s - i~ .”t  Gc s- ’as -aas -s- , ’ . The . , s - ,-m: ear of

Soviet daivisbonas-a at this t ime was as-_ i timateci to  b ar- si6 or (5a

as - ac -re  divis ion size format ions  than intO-lid_iTs-ne-c- er- -his - s -m t - a-s

J,a-icii- , -s - r te - c i s-os-ac 10 anonth s  previous--  I .- ‘ . This- : is-ic of s - s - e c u -  s-he

in toli c- ire - c :  c on cc - s - -n ,L n - :  Sos-i ’ - ’ co : - ;n a s- t - - o n-s-c- i’- ~o is-cs c a t l c ’ ’ t i c a ; ! , ’

aboaa t ( i i  r e li ab i l i t y  of t h a ” Ocr  s-n in s - c i l ia -c -n e -c  a c  F V , a  C O i i .

a I l s-: hot,t ,a ’s- before On- -ration l a s -  i - s - ’c-as-si br ’ s-- , s-n - da- (lea’s- a s - i a , a L ’ . -y

Id. ia -y , I , ’o l.  a/j’ ,a ,i It i-, - AL 11? 7. 
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s-is-c face-i  with a cons Idea’s-s-by iar a s - a -  n c_ i s - i a_ i ’;” of Soviet  d i v a s - s - o n ,

- - - 18:1;s-a n or- s - s - s-ms-ally believes-i.

While estimatars- of I lua ,aa s - ian s - C r c - a r i ; t l i  ‘Lie- re b c ir e  - a ; - —

: - s - s - ’ s - -cl , c-s t imates  of Uej ’_ i:s-a ; s-ot is-s - ct as-owor’- ar e - cs -U t o defeat c1:~

hessians i - i a - s - C  u s-cm-u s-s-c hcinf  developed. Goa ’_i’,- s--acl has-s-Irs

or’s--I s- s- s-a l ly  estimated that the German Ar-my s- i ;ou l ’ 1  ha’s- c r a’-zs-s- i,lac-lo

in t i r e  s-s-nri rr,-~ of 19kb a t o t a l  of l1~7 combat d iv as -s- u~r s of

var ious-  t y p es.  (See Ar ’s-cn ciix u .)  T~:i s - a  fi~~s-r cs-- - f i r -  not l i s - ,~~ u;,: -

the divisions perform s-L raf occur s- s-L ion  du t ies  in Se-s--irs- iciav±s-

are- s-he W e s t .  It is in ter e s-t i nc :  to  n o t e  t h at  while  intel l i-

- os-s-ce e s t i m a t e s  of Soviet  divisai ons-a co rit i a s-oed  to s-is-c no I

crease s--s-as made in the number of German d ivis ions  s- l ic e -a t -a - I

to Operation F-s-s-’haros-sa. On June- 22cm , ik_ i -  Gernais- di , vis-,: ,.,ons

Os -’ va r ious-  types a-n - n-c c oa : a u it t e d  cc- t ;~e ( ‘las-ce Ar - s - -  C- s - s - as - a s - : s- s- s -m t

at  t a c ked -t i r e -  Sovie t i ; r  as-s- . 9

iO Ge~~iian int oli i~~e;- ; : o  a c t i V i t s-I cs- a- ar - -- r ’e a ~- s - ’ c ’s-c 1’’ r- , s t r i c —
La s-a d by t a_ ic- n a t u r e  of the Soviet a ’ocJl a’at y .  ‘h as-- s-os-a t s- Is -Is -t ic ,
i n formation obta ined  by Germ an is-it s-u i, - e r i e -a :  (s-car s-:’ Ia on s-s-a ’io
in h er e -cb s -  t s .  See: Geor s-:e as-I . i s - i s - t a , Ti,;- Go naa rs - as -a Cc a,, - hi
Rus-s-:ia--P1s-a,tnin~ and_Opor-as-ions-J s --~~ -~~~-~~~ 7Was-s-ha- tos- :: 5.2.
l) e; ’- a rhm en t  of the Army, l9-~ 7J Pamas-l’rlet N o .  2 0 — 2 - ia , p.  2:2.  Por
a ;r or c  detailed i r s - l o s - s -sr t ion  coas-cerning C~’ rman s-iaa ,a o ia-s-tore-c-  1.,:
a,a c-~~~: A l P - - s - a  I Praun , Goa:ran,n cuaalio_Lrtoll~~jcas-- s-’ _i (I/s-. - H: r o t a :
Office of t’ Pc- Chief of i--h 1 t ary  hi . ra f s - o a”y ,  U.l. B_ i s - s - s - - n a n c - a - rts- a,
h I r e  A:; ;~~ , u n : :a l ca i)  i-is-s-- a a~aa :cript N o .  h — 0 5i , CO “ a [ -is-N ’PIAL . Tire

- ‘c-or Uo-vlc t as-bos --ii s - I a ’ , I , n t h e  Bu: ’-_ io— Pinar b aa bs - ‘Wraa - (‘ s-s- - - - i  a n ’  15
I-Ia ’r i bo-:O) undoubt  - - - i y c s - i : s - a ’a i  s-ca , ( I r s - s - a s - n a  1c-s -a ; : r i ’c i, I ,ao tL , nail i—
t s - a :y and c i v i l i a n, to a a r a - a c i”ra ’ i t ~,o  b ’s-Id ’ - :all its-ax ’v st; ~ ; l- - i i a  - a , ’ I
cs-I - -s -mis - i ii ~ 

- - -  - : - ~~ Wh - i be ti’aca- s- -(a ac -’  a a o  a’- o , :;-s - inc,ars-ms-a, a :, ‘. : l i t  t l t e  slit s- 01
- ‘ t I ; - - --; du r fl. T tJs - c,a p s - r i o - b As -  a a a a t  i s - t 0  r o  June 1 s-~~ t ; , - a .

- -i c ma o  a s - i ’ s- in, (‘l ean t .  ‘Is - b a t ’  C sa s - n a is - :  was-’: ’- -  a - ,i a : a a - l y  a -i ’  - 0 ai , aaari ti -

I I - - ‘ u-a’ a- I ’ - -n a —c of more  fo -s - as -at  io ;  aa - - is- ‘ s - l a s - I  t i  I - 
~~~~ 

c i a  a . aS ac , a-c’ was-
c- a n ,  i r  c oa C i U ~1 p c Alec a I r on , a 

— 
— —

‘as-an War - l1i1 i_ 4 ~a ( I , r a --w Yoi-lc : i f ’ s - a  per l 1 ai is - lr , ’ :ic: ’:s- , I’~~a i ) ,  I’ : .

is-i L a r  l a s - C_ i i~n s C ~ar s - a i~~L a s - a n i i u _ i a J 3 , - ) a ’ .
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‘ J a r s - be hire:- r,r, : :a :-a’ r ’ of ~,i” n L ’ a : ; s - c l a  ‘ l j V i.~ IOt ~~- ~,n L i e aa , ,s- -

~ s- s-na tion brat s- is - s-cm ’s-sara is of iritca- rce’ La , ar~- ta- I culs-. Iv - - i x ’ac I -

‘ laced Gas-s-as-ar’ ’,’ in the :‘os-itjon of a ma as-c a hnJ n- / i t  aaou L a - ’ s-
r - ,:O ie

or ’ ; s - o ara ia ’ s - t  1s-owes- in i s - - s - a ’  ls-’, ’ u - - ~~~s-c ma i c - a m a :  s - s - a’s- tc-gicabi -,’,- LL-

s-s-si s-is-inc-nt of tins-so divisions- to tiac tb_i-c- c A -  ny Cs-os-- - .-: co-’, --

ducting the attack is of ps-eat s-ai~~nL fi can ce .  1’; r - ,r 148 Cs- s- ’ , a s - s-”.

a a lv is ions 2° we re- allocated s-a.; ,lollows : As-s-as--’ Cs-ours- -Jora: --,13 ;

~~~aiy Group Center-5 1 ; Ars--s-y Group Sout -a-90; and 24 ~ j V~~5iOi ’,s-

in the OK~ General reserve .
21

If one reads both F’ue’i’:a’ c,a: II)irective N o.  21 (S’s- e

A~
1 ‘s - s - s - - n ix  3) anci s-ire ChaT Deploym ent ~‘ir ec t i v a” (S’a :L Ar,,- e- ,’ a a : , a , s - a

critically and exaa ’:-aines- in detaii the c - c - I s - C C -  t for  t h e  oy ~~- a ’  a -

( ‘ion as ou t l ined  by Hi t l e r  i- - a - - tics- As-nay C a - as - a - cab Staff it irs-

Vs-s-s-c ’ clear that the nnain efa ’oa-t of the at (s-tci~: as-,,c s-a to b-i

d ip _ i - c -t e d  toward  Las-n i n -  raci (Ar -a” ’:’ C s - - c - i; - - N o r t h )  s- i’m- a bIos- ~~~~~

Group South). The tas-k of Army Group C c ’ s - s - e s -  Wa:: l i mit e d  to

the s-cl sans-c- of Srn olas -ana -I’ n and ti’s-s-n to be :-r’o ’s-a a’- ,,nd to ;,,ist Arm ’,-

20 ‘ - ‘ -The exact nL s - : : an s - s - -  a - at Ge;”s-an cI s-’ ’.’s - ,s i ona ’  cor as-aurh te~ as-’
-Ii o ~ a o ~ - ac os-i s- to tne source c s-, a, s-c a r ,,
(ia . 1 , -i) indicates 145 U ,i vi _i o a r s - a ; Lc-s -s - cii ( p .  2 72)  c1s-i,s-ls- : - ,c

~lus l~t ; : a , a , rnaa’ i ,aan ; bbs-cu ( i c . 3 ’ )  c c - : ; I , s -m i a ’ a s  a fi(’.~: ; a -  o f  1 - s -  u s-v —

s - s -j o n a s - -, a/ a l d er  (p.  l u O)  s-Lnci ,L ca t es -  i4l - i ,v i r s - i o n c .  All  o (  I / a c - . ’-
s- ’ oL:I’cc :- _i a ;a--ce on L i ’ma a s - n n i a , a b - - a - -  of  -HnL ’ant :-y, ai - aaao a”cd , ac- Los-s- i an :-
cat ’ iu co,vs-lry dlvi sion:’n . l i s - ’ i’a i c a  1 La y i,in asc~ ’, L i ’ - ,L- a c- - n r a  H, ’ ;alr :-r’l a
co a a b s - a h a-s-cl-Ci t to “U’ - - a h a b  i ’ L ’\, s - - r oa n “ s - r a r e - i a  s-a ’ s - I a - c a r - i t s -  ii V t  :01 . ’
_ i a r ;~; Mouii am flivi a , :j , on :’a s-as -ac -a s - i s -n to as-c t ir e  i ’a’a 5 a : O n ’ t ‘o ar- as - ,~~ t j —

:“c-rels-ct ” ian . i a n a a  a s - h a n  to t a l- -fo r’ I s-he  : au,m ha-aar -  of dal v ’ b s - / c a r s - . ;  a. a ’ - as-
(‘a tin’: Lahcc-e As- at Ga,’ o L a b ’ _ i  as -ms - cm a -b d c t o h a s - a -  1s-s-raoi ’ab s-a ’- , _i ’s-”Vc’ La
s- :aaa a i_ i i~

; 8 . Thi s-a f it s -u t - c ”  irs- nro i ’ s - a  ly ar - a ’s-a ;oiralily s-as-cu i-s-i t _i

1
a-liu , Gormari (a a e s - , e T , - t . 38 inn

_ _ _  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ - — -~~~~~—--- - -~~~~~~~~~ - ——--- -
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P~’oup Nor th  in the ca - t a r’ , - of Li~o hal tic Tbtatc:,a an-I Lc-ninpa’-s-’ - .

Trr ,is being the case , the allocation of combat divisions- to

tb -c Army Groups cer ta in ly  raises the ini a a a s - an t ion  of exac t ly as-lies-ct -

the main a t t ack was to take place. If tire main effo a-t n-los -a ~c

be made by the Army Groups in the North and Sou th  then it

would as-s-pear reasonable that these Army Groups would have ~~~~~

iraciividually more heavily weighted with combat power than

Army Group Cen ter.

Another example of allocat ion of combat power that

a :as-_ises one to further question where the OKF-I placed the main

ems -s-s-h-isis in Operation Barbarossa can be found in the Air Fo:- ca - ,

assets. Each Army Group was allocated an entire Air Fleet for

air support during the invasion and subsequent operations .

Of importance is the fact that the Air Fleets- were not os-I

equal strena -’th in combat air_ i--a ft. There we ar-c a a s - p - - o x i r n a  s-ely

1940 combat a i rc raf t  of various t yp es- allocated to the three

Air Fleets for Barbarossa. The Second Air Fleet s-n , i a- s -o r t ln

Army Group Center had a strenp th of 910 combat aircraft or

about 47 percent  of those  available .22 Similar a l locat ions-

to Ar:’i y Group Center were made for antiaircraft rs-il~a-s-ay s-ni as--

i r s - s - i  o s - l a o - ’  Air Force s-s-as- cat s- . 
~‘ s- -

.

~
2 Hc: - aa aa am b ’ lochvi’ , ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ s-Ia a V C i ’ s -~~~~~a a ,

s - - i (t~i o am t p o m er y ,  Alal -a ’:ao : U . S . Al a -  a ’o:~c aa ~, A n :‘ Univer- ’J t -

j - i~~~ ) ,  U. S . Air Forc e H i s - b o a - i _ i s - b  S t u d y N o .  l a 3 ,  L ’ a .  37—3~!.

23A possible explanation for t i r e  allocation of antI-
air cr’s-ft railway units may lie in the f’s-act ti-nat tirc ,- more
d ’- ’v- ’ - l o p e - d rail not was in Army Group Center ’ a : s-an -s -a of OpO - ’ - ; -

La ions . 

--——~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ‘__ ‘- - -
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Once the OKH had f ina l i ze -n the t roop l i s t s  for  C” a s - n a-

t i o n  Barbarossa the significant problem remaining was- that of

the assembly of units  and supplies in the v i c i n i t y  ot  the

Soviet frontier. Unquestionably, this had to be accompliso

wi :h great secrecy if the attack was to make maximum use of

the pr i n cIp l e  of surprise. A considerable number of l’r is- :t c:s-i ai a ar

hays- examined in detail whether or not the Soviet Union had

been forewarned of the German attack thus elimlnatia-rs-’ th c

possibility of achieving strategic surprise. In de te rm ining

~~s -” c adequacy of German operat ional s-banning i t  m a t t e r s  not

whether the leadership of the Soviet Union was aware o af’ Geaa’r a-r an

in tent ions. If the Kremlin was forewarned , Soviet frontline

commanders certainly appear not to have been. Thus at first

b in s-i -a t on 22 June 1941 the German Ar-any launched its a t t a ck

against the Soviet Union.

- ‘-
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CHAPTER V

TI-IE EXECUTIO N OF THE PL&N

JUNE TO DECEMBER 192 41

The early morn ins -’ hours  of 22 June 194 1 found Army

fs-’oas-s- Cen te r  dep loyed along a front extending almost 500

k ibo r r a - s- - t e r s  f rom n o r t h  to s o u t h . P rompt ly  at 0315 hours  on

i2 June the German Army launched its attack again_it tlaac

Rus s-Irs-anna. Army Group Center , under the c-oars-s-and of Field

Nct s-U a l  Fedor von Bock , was by far the strongest  of the Lhr - -s-e

Army Groups taking part in the invasion.

Although von Bock expected to be successful in his

attack , achievements- during the early hours of the operation

undoub ted l y exceeded his expectations . The bridges over the

Its,-,: Rive r were unguarded and were seized in tac t , many buss-ian

troops were found in their quarters , as- s--i Russian aircraft

~-/a ’s-c- d c - s- nt royod on their a i r f ai c-ids- . The I i’s- h -s o a~’ A s-ns - :ay a ir - s - m a n ”

Center met little organised rcn-sistance duria-~s- the first ta-.’;

days of the campaign. By e v e r c f n s - i  on 23 June von Bock n o t e -I

tha t  his subordinate cornman n,iers were reporting incrcmasini :

Russian resistance all along the front. Field Marshal von

Bock noted  in his diary that , “They will resort to anythjza ’ -‘

to stop our progress.”
1

1Irea~or k-on Bock , a~~- ; r c s -  a s-b Fa _ 1,  ;a :;as-sa Oil  s - c - a ;  a O s - U
k,s- ’ J a d s  t ‘JU~~j~~~h Mu 19j-)—f1s-,j ly  ‘, ~W, r s - r  i n - t o n :  U - 

-
- N at  t o n a l

A r ’ s - I i t \ ’a ’s- , m l . ) ,  M i c a - a f i l a n  N o .  T— ,”4 , U3 June lu i 4 l .

Mu
ll’-

1 

_,,_,,,~~~,,.
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Tan s p e c i f i c  o b j e c tiv e -  of Aa - n: ’~ Gr-ouc Center - t a n  s - I s -  ~ L a n

i r r i  Lial as- bases-n of Oper ation ia - os - - s - - s - a  ossa s--/s-ms to soize- s-he

~ -s--borus-nsian capital of Minsk , a b o u t  2400 k i l om - . s - t c r s  fan o a’ns- t h e

Sovie~ border. The Army Group operational s-lan envl, as-ioned

accomplishing this mission by drivinp two deep armor- ba~c ,

to enc i r c l e  Minsk  whi le  m a i n t a i n i n g  d i r e c t  Fares-su re  on Lairs -

buss-ian formations a-i-tb infantry u n i t s .  Aftc-r cornf’aletin - t h e

encirclement , the enemy fo rces  w i t h i n  i t  were to bc ’ nf~~s- L roy ts - :n

prior to the Arany Group continu in~’ its drive east to Snas-olerns-- -: .

A4’t~~ securing Smolensk the Aria-n y Group was to halt and r e l e ar e

i t s  armored un i t s  and mo to r i zed  in fan t ry  to Army Group N o r t h

for use against Leningrad .

After meetinan: with almost overwhelminp success ,larr is- :- ’

t h e  first two -days of the camsai gn , ~ r’anay Group Cs --ns -cr fos- - .

Sovie t  resistance b e c om inp  Ent ro aa yan a a l t i r o a a Ih aaa t,iil a~n i t t  - - —

organized. True to his claai -s-’aa ”te r , von Bock -~ a ovcaa Ari a ’ t o n ;  -

an-i  i nf a n t r y  divisions r c - J e a’r t l r - s :n l y c - s - c s - t w a a , a  a s -s - s - na : Mis -n-k .

By 8 J u l y ,  only 17 clays a f t e r  l a u n c h in t a  t he  -na t t a ck , ~‘ rca;

Group Center had completed the encirclement of Ninsk an— ,,n a

destruction of the tra i--a--:d Soviet us-its. Even though a s- -s-then-
b

si an s-n i f i c a n t  number of Russian sol d J c - s - ’ s -  were able  to s’s-c n c - s - n a ’ -

f ull y brcak out  of the encircle- i- -na t be fore Arm’s- P r o s - n a  C ’- n  ~ a r

could r e in fo rce  and tighten the r a n a ; ,  t b -  victory at tain- -

by s- -on Bock’s fon ’-ce- a was a ’ e m t h i a s - c - - n L a  of l a n e  vie b o a - i e ~

s - a , - i a  I eve ira Poland an- Fr-ance . Army (iI ’a ’ s - U n ’  C o n t a - r ’  en as - I n an I m a ’

of L a b ’  b a t t l e  co nc lu de- - I t h a t ,

- -
—“ --~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ----~~~~--- - - -- ‘-- - ~~ — -~~~~ 
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Its-a opporaas-s-rts ~~s-i’o four s-u s-s i an  s - t a n s - s - c _ i c u n s - - - s - is i s - ;  3
rifle divisions , 8 armors-ad divisions an’,: C motorize-a
hr-i -~~ a ) es - s -  a n - I  ca’s- -abs - - v divisions. Out of is- is-is t o t a l  i~ ‘s-a s
d e s t r o y e d  22 r i f l e  div i s ions, 7 s- s- -a- a-j r_ i -f - a i i v i s -,n i o n s - , a,
motorized bricyaa’ies- and 3 cavalry divisions- . ‘i’s - a - r
I ra - ’ a i vi sio n s  were sever ’ s - b y  cr ”i~ -~-les-  by very hi ;;h h - b o o - l v
l o sse s .  F ic~~ s- - e s  o o u n L c -d u - to J u l y :  U ’ - , ; , b74 ;-a ,i s-nr a-nr a
(Ins-oluJn I ryI several corps as-cd , s - iv is io n  c- D n a ; aa - : n e s-c ) ;  �, 5 a
Can s- uraa’, s - and d e s t r o y e d  tan~~s-n ( in - : ludinp  h s-av ie s t  t y p o s - ) ,

a l,-’- -~~- s-urns; 2~~C air, a l an as- s- , - . Also  lar- -~ q u a n t i t a -- c  of
smal l arm s , aorraun i t ion , anal vehicles.”

German morale was b i b  at this point s-in the caranaa ;Jai .

Not  only was von B o c k ’ s Army Urou aaa successfu l in t he  con es- ;

the commanders of  the f l a n~~in - Army Gr o un n a  W - s - s - a~ fin s-is-n; s - i r s - s - Ia ’

a~~~o a , a cs f l ay ing  w i t h  great  s - a n n e _ i d. Op t i m i s - s - -n  e xs-r e s s s c i  by C_ is-atari

leaders was justifiable. From all in- ’iication_ i the a s - i s - -  s-ion

of destroying the Russian Army wes t  of the ‘:-,,-ina an-an s-a’s-leper

Piv~ rs- had been accomplished. For cx~ ,” , la , . , n e a ’, -en s-i H a l - i c - a

;s-o s - a e n’l in  h i s  - iaL ar’v ,

It is thus  p robably  no url - a ’ e n  S is- ala as -- nm n _ it t;, s-o s- I , l a s - t  1
Russ ian  Camriaign  has been won s - a r  t ar _ i- a,’ s - a c m  o f  t i - _i a-ac-c-- , : : .
Of course , thi s -ices no t  y e t  n_ i an  t i -n a t  i t  i s  t b o s - o s - i. ”

While the -victory at Minsk was beir’s- - 

~on , detailc-t

plans were being developed at OKH for the n:xt phase of t h e

c a n a a n - s

2
~ alder Diarp” , Vol. Vi , p. 2lb, 9 Jul’; 19 0. A lan

s - s - c  s-cia Bock Diar y’, 8 July 1 0.

~i l - o l d er  f l i a a ’\ - ’ , V o l .  “1. p . lis -, 3 JuL -n 19 0. Aa ’ i - ’- s-
h a ’  s-cs- F , j i , i , L a c - r  c i a -s - i  i r i s - a  ai l s - ti’ V for u s - -  at t ia r a  r ’ a”-n a hc -r
Ta . a i - - i n - a l  m a  a ad a c - c l  r a , , a a r a a - c - c s - a a s  r ’s - : p ’ L a a r - a t o s - ’ y  f o o I i i - t s - - ’- .  fe  I a i r ’
t s - -a ; t r - ,’ i a ’  a a l n a 1ed , “Th i n  m e r i t  a - n a n: - -a s - a-a n t  onl y b i a s - at tic -s - loin’ s -n -s or

La a_ i- fir-s- I. Rus s--ian inobailizal,aioa ’a wnv a- i s - - n  b c - c - s - i  k s - a n t  s- ey e d  w i t h —
ira  two weeks from the openin-s- of the war. ” Thi s-an added foot-
note may n a y -  been strongly aafluenced ~‘y i ; i n - i c - i, a ’U t  - 

~~ ---‘- —‘~~~“ - ~~ -‘ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ -‘ -~~~~~~~~~- -_ _ _
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The OKEI Dep lo y a a a on t  D i r e c t i v e  of January 19241 cc;-

visioncn- -~ op-s-rations by Arany Group Center as far- east s-s

t ’n r a a l _ i- n s k .  After the encirclem s-ratn of i-h a ; s - n i - s -~ von bock’ s -n f o r ces-

were in a pos i t ion  to under La ’ s - s - s - c o 1-: - a , ’r-c j t ions . ni i rec ted a t

Smolensk, the last major objective before Moscow. Soon aft r

launching Operation Barbaros-sa, von BocK saw Smolensk as an

important objective in the campaatpn . He was of the opinion

that Minsk itself could be bypassed and a much greater e_ i-

circlement undertaken by extending the cordon to Smolensk .

Both Hitler and the OK~ ware opposed to von Bock

ex tend ing his operations as deep as Smolensk w i t ho u t  f i r s t

-destroying the enemy units encircled between the bos-bca r’ an- :

s-l~~fls”s - . Based on the number of divisions available to von

Bock s - n i  the  d i s t ances  involved, has  concenn t war prob-s- t a iy

over  ambitious-. Ar-my Group Center had d i f fi c u l t y Laights-’nin -;

the encirclement at Minsk and holciai s- ’ap the trapped Soviet unut,s

as it was. Extending the encirclement to include Smolenok

would have only magnified the problem.

On 8 July Field Marshal von Brauchi t sch and Genea-al

Halder met with Hitler to secure approval for future opera-

tions. Both von Brauchitsch and Halder supported the con-
a

tinuation of Arm y Group Center ’ s- attack eastward toward

Smolensk with the objectai ve of destroying t l ’ra ’ h u s a n i s - u l Ar - a l a  a;

ira a b at t l e  at Smolensk . Hitler approved this concei t i - a a  La

von B o k  baiary , 2C Jon - 19141. 

-~~~~~~~- ~~~~~~~~~-



iaurs --s-n~s-- - a into a discussion of diverting to Lad’s-a adjacent ~-‘ai ’is - I, ’

Groups b o t h  of von B o c k ’ s armor c~r’oups after the battle of

Smolensk. 5 This wa s not a new idea of H i t le r ’ s- a t all ; i t

was outlined earlier by Hitler and in the OKH 1.n. a ,-boym ent

Directive . Hitler ’s discussion of d ive r t ing  m o t i l e  u n it s  t~

ti ’s-_ i north and south was significant in that it indicated his-

cans-ire to adhere to the o r igina l  plan . Throughout  the  plannain’s-

s-nc ’s- e x e c u t i o n  phases Halder and von B rs-u c ni t s c h  b o th  cor s-na i-sas-r ’ r ’

Noscow to be the prime o b j e c t i v e  in Barbarossa. No eviciomas--;-

is available to indicate that tI’s-ny ever felt differently. It

appears that von Brauchitsch and Raider followed Hitler ’s

fuidance even though they believed it to be incorrect.

W’nen Army Group Center was given the authority to

strike towards Smolensk , von Bock was ready and eager to s-caov-s-

his forces. Again advancing with fast mavin s-’ armor arid

motorized i n f a n t r y  on the f lanks  of t i l s  i n f a n t r y ,  ho a s - s - c s - s - e s - s - -

f u l l y  completed another ,,‘s-r- eat encai r-clement. Unita ; from A s - as - n’s-

Grou~’- Center entered Srnolensk on 16 July. b’s-c to t is - ,’ n a s a L c - a -

of Russian units trapped in the  e n c i r c l e m e n t, the  pocke t  s--as- :

no t  reduced un ta i]. 5 As-gust. The Soviet Union lost  anotl - an-

309 ,110 prisoner’s-n , 3 , 205 tanks captured or d e s t r o y _ i - ’, ,  an s-

some 3,000 guns.
6 

At this point in the c m a a ; a a i g - s -  As-any Pa- c-us - 
a

Center had accompl.isiacai the mission s-s-’ns i c , ric- -J w i t h  c o a r r - i d ” i n ’ ,n ”i -

I>is - ac’ y, Vol. VI , j a r i  2l0--211 , 8 Ju l y i a ; i .

von bock 1) 1  s - n y ,  5 A u s - n i  l’~~~1
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s-istinc t ,Lon. In only -55 days von doc k had fough t  L a  . : s-ok

as -an s -roxirnas-tely two—thirds of the s-alias- Lance to Moscow . IL’h i - a-a n ra;

an average of about 18 k i lometers  per day--no t a sans- l i  f e a t

for the dismounted infantry units and their hors-_idrawn sup ’s- -

wagons .

Throughout the period of Army Group Center ’ s v i c t or y

at Smoiensk a number of impor tan t  d e c i s i o n s-  were beins-p ,s-aaho

at Hitler ’s headquarters and within the OKH. On 19 fulL y

Hitler issued F’uehrer Directive Number 33 which strips-es- away

bs -th of von Bock ’s armor groups effective after the Smolens-k

pocke t was reduced. One was to assist Army Group North an -i

one to aid Army Group South. Army Group Center was d ir-ecte,s-

to continue its advance toward Moscow with foot infantry. /

Directive No. 33 was actually quite similar in nature to the 
-

verbal discussions that took place 8 July botween Hitler, von I

Brauchitsch, and Halder. —

On 23 July two signiiican t ev ;a ’aa L s  took -lace . Fir- s- - La , a

Hitler- issued a supplement to Directive No. 33 w i t h  the in-

tention of  insuring that his earlier wishes were to bc- a

executed . Tne objective in the south was- now to U ,; , n o t  c i i i , ’ -

Kiev , but Kharkov and the Crimea. Th,: d ir e c t i v e  ~,ala - o s-ta te a -

that OKEI would plan further op-s-rations so that large a s-r i  s - a  c - f  I
Army Ps-cup North and some of ti re infantry unit:: of As-nary Ps-c-u s- ’-

Poa .rth coula’s- be moved back to Germany s-is soon s-s f eas ib le .  8 -

7’l’r a s - v _ i a --Roper , i l S , : . a t r a , ’ to I s - c - ia ’ s - L a , nr .  ~~~~
- - - ‘

a”Ibid pp. 8~ -9 O .
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Tnis a n u s -  lement was a radical change from Hitler ’s previous-n

p o s i t i o n s .

mc,- second event of 23 July was Halder ’s evening

in - a c - i efin,i for Hitler. After s-r a Vj ’ld , f l a~ hitler wIth a sunra s-r- ,

of t he  enemy situation Halder raised th-o question of t in s-

u l t i m a t e  o b je c t i v es of Ope r a t i on  Barbarossa .  The ne t  r- , a - s - a a r l t

of Halder ’s q u e s tion was a le- n , -’~t~s-y t i rade  by H i tle r  c o n _ i_ i - I ’ s - s - i n -

Army Group North’s operations , the unimportance of N a ’: s - c e -~-

versus the importance of Leningrad , and the p r o j e c ted  drive

toward the Crimea. Halder began his diary summary of the

br i e f i ng  as follows :

He has settled in his mind the objectives specified
in yesterdays 0KW direct ive and stick~ to them enemy or
no enemy, or any other cons ide ra t i on .

Halcier ended his diary e n t r y  w i t h , ~L et t s ho 1ac ’  he is-, - r i - n t

but all one can say is t h a t  t i m e spent in sud s- a c o a a —

ference is a sad waste.”
1

Raider ’s at t empt ’ Lao clarify t ire situation and ~ os-sii- i y

change Hitler ’s guidance obviously fell on deaf ears-n . is-i ,  s-ai

Marshal von Brauchit sch  also a L t _ i s - s - p L e d  to cbs -as-p_ i H i t l e r ’ s

9Halder Diary, Vol. VI, s-s- . 2t-7, 2 i July li)~ i.

A t this point in t i n ’ c~~- a ’an - s - i g n  b o t h  H a l - i n s -  s - a s - i
von flrauchitsch were at te -n a s - ’t ira ’~ to influence Hitler as -n a c a n a a n - c
him to s - i o~~t Moscow as- the mas-,n objective . ~‘/ls -_ is -a III Li ’ s - c a_ i  - —

ruled them , they co’nplie~l wiLl ; the f a r - n i l a i c ,- cj sj orj  a - I a s -
n- :’ces-nsar  i l y willingly. The ton;, :’ of Hali.”- r ’ -~ d i a a -y  cnti ’ai - - ~or

i r is -
- s - s - ri _ il in i - -l ic - s-t e t a r s -  t I s - ’  i a a ,’li~ a v _ i ,  I L a i a , -i I th e  ( s - h -’ I - a ’  I t , l o--

s- s-a  the  correct one and that I-li t ie r  war w i - o n g — — a a L - v e a ’f l clc:; s
t h e  ords-ar of his supe r ior  ( H it l e r )  wou ld  he c a -a s - n - i c - i  o u t .

-- - -~~ -- -— — -- - — -~-~~~~
--- --
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s-u

s-s-in-i in th i s  ins tance .  Upon von Brauci’a i t s - s - c h ’s- r e tera  to O~-d.

f r _ i s - r i  as--n in spec t ion  tour  of the  f r o n t  he te leph o n e — i  Fiel~ a

I-Jars-is-al Keitel and n ro t e st e d  t h a t  H i t le a - ’  ,i i’n n t r u c t i o ns -  ~ o ’ n i - r

no t  L a - - ca rried out  in the i mm e d i a t e  f ut u r e ; r n a in t c -r ’i a n -  c- a r a a a

r e s n a np ly  bcninp the main oroblems.
11 

This action failed als-, .

By the end of July the German Army began to meet

stiffer resistance all along the front an-i especially opps-s-;ite

a Army Group Cen te r .  These events  required H i t l e r  to s - a o s a a - -am-

for the moment the tasks and objectives 1-a l -i do’v,ra’n l a s - Directiv_i

33 and i t s  supplement . On 30 July Fuehrer Directive

I-a’s-s-s-her 34 was issued . The introduction to this directive

read :

The development of tin:- s i t u a t i o n  in t h e  l a- ’-t  few - ‘a s - f .
the  appearance of s t rong  enemy forces  on t h e  f ron t  s - rs - ’ i t o
the fl ank s of Ar-any Group C- ut re , the s-us-s-p ly ~‘) e s - n  t ion , s-is- . I
t i n e  need to give Pn- i s - s - n i - I  in Ar an oure a ’ i P r o s- s - a ’s s - a n o s - t  t a r ,
days to r e h a b i l i t a t e  the i r  u n i ts , n a ] - a n i c e  i t  nec s-ss-aary nao
postpone for the moment the fu r t h ej ’  t s - s- l :s  ari as- objective:;
laid down in Directive 33 of 19th July and in the s - U ] ’~~la . -

rnent of 23rd July.12

11Warlimont , Ins-is-no h it l er ’ s Fs--a-ai,s-j~~~rters , p . 1_ i - ’ - .

12Trevor-Roper, ia1it ~~;r , l~~~~ to s-i s - s -f_is-is- , p. 91. Tb- ,: a - is - a - 

i n ,  - con-i -s-c ted by the 0811 Os - a--a , a ‘t a L o n s -  Is -- , s - V  a _ i n  i n  a l e s - -  - ‘ aa ’ ‘~~

l9~ O I r a -  ludea ! a la-ni t in o ffenaanivo 0 -orations-: s - i  t i - i  s - a o r t a  s - e r
s - _ i c - t s - a’ o a ’ comb-a t to r est  the t roop s-a  s- is - s- i reps-air c qu  1 1-  are ;  a I . IL
as- ,s-s - a r a v i s - n i o n e d  i r a  t i r e  a-; , r l . ’ - - s - a n nc-  t, L a ; t t i ; ,  a t tn _ id wou l-i s - - n ’ s - s - . a ’ s - ,-

t i c -  i’o r -  t - ‘ La a dn a , - o f t h e  C :a r aa ~ - ‘ Ii , ‘ s - a  I .  s -’~ ) a - i r a - an ’ a - I )i a -c I iv’, - i s - _ i .  3 / n  a

a ’s-l an i a ’ a ’ es-, ’d on the fo r-- i let i a is - n y of  a a - ’ a r - hs -s - i ’o ,’ : s - a ,s- a;’ a ; j ~~~ a ‘c- ni l - J a n —
L I e ’ ; t a ’ t h a t  t h e  c a a a n a s - r i ,- a was- a b o u t  10 i s - i s - a  t a - s - l a i n - a  s-P s-i o a i a s - i a r a’i L
a - i s - r e a r s - n ’’, dates- of l a S s - c - ; ’  b e ; -  1s - s- j O .  Tine s- - i x a-i s- - s- -k p c -s-a t , s - - , s - ;- nana ’- n r t  e a t
t i n _ i a  s - n L a a ’ ’t of” Ps- a - I ’ s - r a n - - s - n ,’ , f rom M ,ny l a  to 22 ~ a a a , - - ~‘~ ‘ aaa ’ Lo l a - n v  a ,
i - c - c s - t i  O V O t ’ - o ’ni-s- , for t h e  n a a , : : t  ; .- , a n ’ ’ t  , a t  t h i s - a  p o i n t . A l L  A - any
Cr-os-ps had a ’a s - s - s - s - a. - a a t n i a l l y o l a t  a Or e ! th e  obja .’ct ,iv c-s- s-a ’l ei . s-e l is -i

L a b ”  OKH s--/ -_ r r ’ a ’;r ,- ’ a- ’ ’ ’r ’on  tir e ‘ - a n a ” iy  s - s - t , e ,’ - ,. -s  of t I c -  0 l ’en s - i t  io n .  

-- -‘- -~~~~~~~~~~~~~
-*—- - . . . ‘.
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The remainder of the Directive instructed As-’nay Ga s-u : an

Uorth and South to continue operations with their as-a a ’s - ’igr s-ei

units; Army Group Cen te r , while  r e ta in ing  b o t h  armor group s- ,

was directed to halt its offensive and ass-s-ne the defense

except that attacks with limited objectives could be conies- c-s-i .

Upon be in s - s - informed that Hitler had changed h i s  mind ,

General Is-alder wrote ,

This decision frees every thinkin-’ saidier of the
horr ib le  vision obsessing us these last few d a y s , a-a i r ; - -
the Fuehrer ’s obstinacy is-made the fi nal bogging down of
t he eas t ern ~~~npaign appear imminen t .  At lone’ last we
get a break. ~

It appears that this change of mind on Hitler ’ s ps-ar t

was based complete ly  on the s i t ua t ion  in Russia as he saw it

rather than any advice and counsel of his military advisers.

The tactical an-i logistical situation required this chans-, u.

This- directive prevented , at least temporarily, the dispc- n - s-s-i oi ’5

of combat  power from von Bock to what was- c l e a r l y ,  to t i nr is-

m i l i t a r y,  no t  t h e  main  o b j e c tiv e .

On 4 August Hitler flew to Arm y Group Cent_ is- li ’s- - -

quarters at Borisov for what  von Bock c X 1 r 2 C  La_ i - i La o La _ i-  a cc-n-

ference between the Fuehrer , himself an—i his two  t s - a s -’~ ,- - a ’ ,’ - s - e

commanders (General s Heinz Guderian s -ni 11cr-mann Hoih). i — s - t a r

than a c o nf e r e n c e , H i t l e r  spo -a e n- in r - i iv i d ua l ly  to each of s - i s

s-s-ts-n-s-rals concerning operations-a within tire Ar- s - i ’, - G r ’ o n r :  • A , i I - -

tionally he queried his armor comman-aiers as to s-h ‘ s - a  t l a y

13l1s -lde r - Diar-y, V o l .  Vi , . 2 : 1 4 , ~0 J u ly  1 ~.1

_ _ _ _ _  ,~~~~~~ , ,, 
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a_ i c - u i -  a be r—eady for offensive operations agai ra arid ~~s-Os -fl l s - s - c - Li  t o

as - r ak e  s-available a nus-rber of replacement L a s - a r I a  en- ’ i s-u . s-- s - . Os- i  i

ii t i a ’ s - ’ s P i s-cuss -n  I or, w i th  von l3o cuc , lie s - t a n k .  - a s -  V_ in  Dos- r-i t~ a ;

Army Group Cen ter  would reach M o sc o w .  The r-es-ponsu l a s - n a  Vu

h o c k  V s - a n  “b y the end of A’ugust•”~~~ After the private dis-

cus s- i_ in n s - were concluded Hitler “a, ssembled all three o ff i cer s

and informed them of his objectives .

He -‘iesi’rnatecl the industrial area around he rs -a s- s- ’; s-’ s - n , ;

as his n-s-nimary ob jec t ive. He had not yet decided a-ii’s-ether
Moscow or the Ukraine would come next. I-ic seemed to
in cl i n e  towards the latter target for a nus-s-rber of reasons--:
first’, As -s-nay Group South s-a — es-ned to be laying LaD _ i- ~s-ro ’s-n’s - - i -
word  f o r  a victory in that ar-ca; s-.acn con-liy, he hc-lieve-al
t h a t t i _ i~ r aw ,n a_ i t e r i a l s - a  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  pro s- s-ace o f ’  the
Ukrai ne were necessary to Germany for  t i’s- c- further s-. ros -_ i ’s-a~~
t ion  of the war; and finally he thought i t  u’s-s - s- ;ent ia l  t h a t
the Crimea , ‘that Soviet aircraft carrier- operatin ,- ’
against the Rumanian oilfields ,’ be neutralized . s- ic ,’
hoped to be in possession of Moscow and khar-Jcov by tO-
t ime winter  began . No dec is ions  were reach_ i-n i on t i i i a n
day concerning those problems of strategy which  we i ’s - - s - s - n ‘

as most  impor tant. ’5

The four th  of August was a very imnportaa ’;t d ay  to v _ i r a

Bock and the Army. ~ n opportunity presented itself s-los- v s - - s - n

Bock to possibly influence the outcome of the ca s-ar’ naaL - ’ a s -  as-; -

ii
von Bock D i a r y,  a 1 A , . a a ’ s - a : a L  i ),i . A a ’, s-! ‘ a ;  von h Q C i ~ a s - n y  

b

u s -V_ i  L a- s -_ i r a  a l i t t l e  ov~ - z -  n a a a i a i  t i o u s - ;  in s - t a s - i t i nj, s- that , a _ i  s - c - n - i
i - e s - c i a  M o sc o w  b y L i c e  e r a , ’! o f t ies - i m onth. s - l a s - ‘ i _ i s - a s - i i i ’ s -  - ~,s- s - - - ’ , i - ~-e
f_ i s - -- i n laa’ I a s - t ro :,n s - s - s -  a ils - i n ot  i n d i a - l a s -  M o sc o w  e s - n  a p .a . ’im a a ’  y ob j s - - c- s - i n - -
ana l  von h ock knew he was- , ’ ta o l a s - n v - , - a La 1 . - s - s - s -I s - n c ,  s - n - of a s - i  s s - a a a ’ i n  I Ic
ian i t a n La s - i  en awa y to a a n s i s  La A a , ’ a a~-’ inn s- s- s -al a Il_is-tb. v _ i s - a  i s - o c r _ i  a - a  a - s - s - a ,
to is-ave  as-’— a n a e m r a e a i  t i _ i t t w i t h  1 5 5  ex ’ s- ,n t i a-s- s- -, Las _i o a - a , s - a ; i , s - a t  i c - i a  s - a r  I

s - - t o  o 1 ’ .1 s - vs - inc _ i he could s-eisa Mos-cow l a y  L a s - a -  s - - i a  i of  t I r e  s- as - fl a Ii
‘i ’s -a_ i at Li L u - I - ;  was com - ’letel y in k_ i u - 1a i n p  w i t h  von B ock ’  s - a

ci s-ti -ac L e t ’ .

15 h a -  I - ’ ’ a - i c - a , l ’ _i a r s - a ’ L . s - s - a i - ’r , pp. l~’-~-~ .~ ’ s - a .

__________
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i n ;  r usa;  us - -or; a s - i  tlea ’ L a s - a -, - ,- s -cOCC i t O  - o s - I s -  as- i s-as- s- cs- s-a s-c s- - i s - s - s - s -C ’s- s -- -.-n, t , -no - ,

- i n  J i v e s -  t _ i d  La o oth~~r’ 1’ s- s - an i s - a n a - - o r t s - t a t  oa,,- e c s-ivs -as- . Gas-c: ass- .

l r o t i i , arm s - I v_ira I t s - a c’s- a l l  f e l t  I t s - a t  ~i _ i s - : C O a -~ s-a s-  t he  a Os -s -ic ,,- o s - .’~~ —

s - i v _ i -  o~~ L a l s - c -  e s-t ir e  casa~’-a i~ a i  s - ta n s -  ‘i t  a ’ - s-e; i s-: U ’s - ” n -  s - - ac - s - al - i  a ,at-’C J r ’ .s -~’

l a s - s - O c t  u s-on  the course  of the e a-a s - a’ . 
1_i

‘2_ i n’i .s-’tte irs- t i c _ i  co,- n a - s - i s - r n  von Li o s-s- .-s- a s - s - c a n b_ is -e s-ne L a n _ i ’  - lao s t

a s - - ,acc - s - - r r a ful  of tb _ i  Lu r e_ i-  As-s- - , ’: Iil ’s - a s - a O  a ; _ i , s - - J ar; c- - . s - s - C  .~~ : - C s- i t s- -  -

s - tI -s-’ i r i s - a  t s -n  hs-rd in ‘al l I’ficul t bc-it s - i_ i s , c a ’-t ur - ’-cl i aan - i r_ i - .s- s o n ’

thouaa’ s- s - a ,’ i s - a  of  p r i s o n e r - c - , Pcs-eatr- o y~,s - s - i t in _ is - s - n an-s - s -s o f  cs -s - s- a. ; ca.J.s-

- ;uns -a , s-s- I clearly a’;a- ’t open s— n the s-cat s -i to ks - s-— coi s- . Pc- - cs- ia

von Js-D c~: has-n s-_i’s-a che - i t n_ i  i s - - o s - s - a t  a’s- a -as-- s - c  ha . ’ co s- i l - . v i s - s - a t1 s -Ls-s- - . s- ,~~‘,s - - _ i s -’ --

s - n  - a n - - a ’ ,- L a s - s - c  gh o s t  of N i n e s - s - s - l e o n  an nL  s-ce is - i  r~t o s -’v ~‘- s - -2 s- s -r - l n -  ~~~ —

c_ i s - s  s- - s - t i t er t h a n  f a i l u r e. N o t  on ly  P i c a  v _ i s - c  s- s-s -c _i -‘i s -  as - a ’ - ‘ a s - a

o -  -no a ’ t a i s - a i t y  t o  n i n f lu - ’-n c e  t no can ’s -p - s -i ~‘ . s -  ; t l a - n a -  Ar -a aa y it s -a  s- es-- ’ , , - ,i  a

von an’ s- airs - is - i L a s - s - i ;  s - s - ta n I s - a l d er  a l so  a ’s- a led C _ i’s -a  is- ’ :_ i - l y  s-c, i_ i  s-s-

TSr- onl y re~’m’ -_ is - s - ca-r ’a ta t iv e  from i d a  a p r -  ‘a ’ s -  s- at a t  1 3 0 c- i a’ov on - ‘ A s - r nr

was- a ”oloa a ’ l A i_ is - if Hei rs -s-is -n’s-c, of ~ I s - a - em ’ s - i ’ s - s - i o t a  

For al an _ i s - t 12 - a s - i s - Lairs -, fs- c -n . L a d ;  - 1 y pl .. s-nn aLn ; ta .i .s- - .

of Operation Bar-inar’os-s-sa to the battle of i s - r o l e s - a s k, \n oa ’a

s- n. s-’a a ,;chi Ls-cl’a s - s - a  I Ra ider- - is - s - s - I c o n, - ia ier a - d ks - s - s - co t - a  o b-,. La lie “ a s - s - a s -

o b j e ct  s - V a ,’ -,‘a f  the ca’s-anal- ‘ a . It  s-Lana a ” :’ to  s- a -  s- s - c - t ’i s - , a s - s -  C l ’ s - _i

s-n t I - i c - i s - -  s - _ i s -ta f o r  at  1,’ , n s - i La on- ’- o f t h : - ’ s - r  - s - s -  t s - a , ’, ’ ’ b’ s - ’  i— c ci.

s - f  a ’s - aas - a ’ i ro v  tao nr c sas -s -  L a ’ s - a t s -  ‘a s - a s - c -  s- c l  - c l i o a - ,’s - , r a s- ’ As -  ; .  G a  ;a~~ s - -  C a-

P .  i- s -’~~.



tO s-, as- r;ccnrn r’ate on . -‘ic-s -s-co’.. . a ’ s - a c’s- r ’ ’ , as -os - ; s- ,n f c c -ia’ - t b _ i s -  I_ i c -. 0 i

S nvo 1v~ s-’nera t c_ ira ’s-at Us- a - c c _ i r s - a ;  I n n  ~. a C  t c  a as-s-i s- t : a a s - -  im s-ortanc_i 01

a s - s -a ’ ;’ s-;a , a t o o  a ’s-_ i- s-a t t o I s -_ i _i- _i pls-c’n . ’~’t ‘t’ f a c - . j r a . .e J  L a i n  i n  L a . s- c s - a  ‘ o s - c . ’

o r~ t h e  L a c  t i c a l  co ’s- s- a a n - ’n n c . - _ i r s  an ,I  a iceaJ q c s - s - a - cs- -r a ’ s - t a f t  o l  P1 c- - a ’ . ~ /

On 7 Aa,s- . c a s t  in a - a s - as - a t in s- s-s t have ocen an atteaa’rs-s- t to

secure additional support for ibis- plan s- , Hs-l’ n . s-r cs-s--s- a p r iv at e

s - r i  s cuss ion  w i t h  Gu n_ ia- s - s - a l  Al :  a n j  Jo ’ s-i , CI I ;  of a n n ’ t i n e  On _ i ’ U s- s- s-ra-

tions S-;ctaion . Halder bc- n ’s-s-a’s- the dis-scussion with a a_ ic - sLa b s-:

“~~ r a _ i t  do s-s-’s’ want , beat  the  enemy or n a-ur s-a -a e c-a - _ i n s - m a n i c  s - s - o s - I s

(t s-~n n s - i n e, Caucasus )  ,,, 18 Jodl rs--pl ied th at , “Tne ~~~- - hr ’ci’

as - a ’-cba i ,.ly think s tha t  ho L a ’s- could i — s - n  s- acr s- ievect  as-a t he  s-- s - s - _ a

time. balder s - _ i s - - s - a t  on to s t a t e  th a t , “~~~ ‘ a s - s -s - s - s - -b a im  at  c o n . —

r le t e  v i ct o r y  by k e en in s-  our fo rces-  t a ,~~etncar f_ is- - as-O s- ” t ars- I ,

dec is iv_ i  o b j e c t i v e s. and b y caD ~~ -l ‘i n ’ s- l ,s - lowa as - , a n -  - s-u. ; as- t i c ’

ti-i tter ourseit’es saw. at . -, ’ on t r i v i a l  s - i s - h o c  t i \ -’_ i’ c- ~~~~~ s - s - t o  s - m a -’-a’ - t  -

1, -i
- The evidence tha t  Or ’s-al , s- -i s - i s - i s - s - a ’  in s - s - a ’ L i  c s - s - lu  a’ , a-s- s-s v.s- s- ’ ,-

concerned about Arc-, ,,- Cmx ’ou’ - Cc- a nt i s - a’ s - s - o a , t , . n , , n - ’ L o u _ i r s - a  k0 s- ac ow s-’
out --s-clay or disp-.’- s-s-ion of forces- s - L a n  cls-a’ss-r. Os-a A., - st  19 . 1
a- .’hen I - li tl-a ’ r vi ac ai t ens - s - i Field Marshal Gs- .rs-I von s--~s - a a r  s - s - c - s - c, C o n s - a s - s - a n n -  s-’,
i’s-m I ; Group -South , von i s - iu s -’s- ’ :a ’t e d t  es-r~a a - s - s - a s - I - z e d  to  H :L t lc ’r  tins - ’ Ia n;—

ortance of s--Ic -s- ow. Ss-cLa an a tc t i  on s-i .’ s- s-na t coanin s--no na s-lacs -.’ as-s-s- :~ 
‘

m i ll  La r~-’ co:’na ,n s-an- ’ lc- ra s- . s-hs -1 or r e q u e s t e d  (c’Ii ; ’ :- c t e - s -  ~
) ts - s - s - s -~ v _ i a ’ .

Runs-I s t e d L a  i n t e r c e d e  w i th  H i t l e r  on this- 0cc_ is-joIn. 2 _ i _ i :  us -Ide:
I-- s -j a r ’~-’, Vol .  VII , p .  23, n As- pust  1 9 - s - i .

D i a r -y ,  Vol .  V I a , - . 29 , ,,
~n a a n i s - t’. ~~~

‘
~~~“ I .

~~~‘ i L ’ i d .  , p .  2~ . G ’  as s-is-so i s -a  u . s - a c - u t ,

is-j : s-,i,;ic l,_h’ ,, ’ p p .  1 - - — 87.

‘° l’bid. , p.  .?s- .

L - -- — ---- -‘ -~~~ -—-—---—--——-~--- ~—— - -~~~--- ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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c s - a ’ia Is-r . s- “ J i L t ;  s- .aicier’ fa’a-cn-iir a - L a s - c  Jons-li ac_i_ is- cc- a’s- t n ’s-.’ vs-li- : ~~a

s-h_ i- C s - b - :  as -’- ,- ’ s-ans -a - - a a t s -  s- s- is-a n L a s - a _ i t  s-s-c s--n a sa l ’ s -  as -s-s-s-ist h’,’ a l t - - s - a  s - s - I r a ’ s - i ’

I s - a f i u - ” a i - n c -  I-Il l ic-i’ - m a  ‘L a s - s - i t  a l l  a a ’ s - I  l o s - n .

P t -_ i ’,; a r e v i e w  of  s - n n c s - I - s - e q . - n a t - a ;  v s - ’ i o a - ’ as - - . ’ m n ts- s I s- ’ s -r-~’a -

t i ’ i o s - a a s - l - s -  s - a s - i ’s - a r ’ s-n- irn . a ,a-ss-. s - a s i o : a s -’ o f  Jos-ai s-, s- -s - s- - a ’s - a -  c _ i s -- a ’ s - c - c s -. Os-a I-U A ,

Jos-J, s - i s - i s - - s - is- t te d  to Hit l e r  s-_ ia’ s - an a l y s i s -’ of ti’s-c c i t c a a t ’~-a.- ra a-z ’ s- ,.ci-

a .a- s-- e r t ed  t i’s-at the  erucs - fly s-s-s-s-c s - t n _ i - o s - a’s- _ i - st  oppo.s-s-i ’t’ ns- ~~~~
- s -ny (i ns-n ou r —

C e n t e r  and , there :’or en . - , tire mos t  ir :s -no r s - s -as--’n t  obje :s-. ’ve s--I s-nt , ’ _i s-_ i

d es tr u c tio n  of th is  enemy fo rce  follos--ic’s-n s - - s  t h e  a ’ s - i s - a s - c _ i s -  o f

i ’ s - s - s - s - c o’.- , .  Jots-i went on to p o i r s- t t au t  t ha t  wis- ,’Ll_ i opts-- a a t i o s - a n n s -  s - u s -  :us-c-

I s - o s - t n  an-i Sos-ath -n igh t  appear ins-r n-_ ia’s -s-ant tic-n y , na ,
,, s - s - a L not  a i l s - I s -  s- fcc ’ -

s--s- i s - h  os-e s- s-l i o n s  ,ijs-’-ccts-- a ; a ‘s-ins-st ks - s-scow. I s- ca s- - c s - -c o-n an , n’~n I e s - I  s- es -a, ”

s- s- a n  t a c t_ i  s-s- - s - i n s - -I t m _ i -n cs - s - s - s - a c  faeces- f_i,” . as - An”:s - c~’ i s - -o s - a  ,‘ - - a s - t , ’s-

he I_ is - s-m a c h e - i  at t h e  s-rn ‘ I o f  A u ’ s - s - a n t  s - - u s - s - a  I s - a P s - t u’s - L a s -~’ in) L - -’a. r c s - ’s-

one s - s - s - a  in t b_ i  c_ i s - t e n s - ’  s-n ’s- - ,‘an” anor ed  Lie n ’ s - s - s - _ is  - ir iv i , s - s - s - s -  - s - t n _ i a  - -s-ms ~ s-

f l s - e n k s -— — a  c lass ic  -as - os-able cs - n’s - a ’elons-s-a n - nna ta ,21 a

In Jodl’  a _ i a s - s - s - i ’- ,-sis of tine sits-ratios -i o s - a - n  Pa r c - e s-s a _ir s-s -a - ’y

tho a’ s - u s - s - i s -  underst_ is-e  ‘s - i s - s -n ’ Of  La s - s - _ i -  p s - i n _ i s - i a -n i _ i  of th e  o s-p s-cc f s - l ’v. ’

i-s-c u nde r s t o o d  conn n ’lete l y that  the ul t s-, s - s - a a t e  oc - , ie c t i s - ’c -  was- cbs-a-

Pan s - s - L a s - s - a c t i o n  of -La “n -n-n enemy an- ,i t i ’s - a t  er _ i cy o t h e a  - ‘os-i was- a t n  b ’s -an s-

os-i’- ’ s- -s - s - c - n a ra , iary .

On 12 A a r  - ‘a s -  s-S La s-nt s - s - u s -  ‘ a - -lo s-n-acm - t to F’u els - s -  ‘ s- n i ’  D .~ s--c-c I, ,i ye s--s- u ad - -

‘.-a s-:’n i s - a s - s - a c - s - i  b y t i n _ i  ( l a O  us-dc’. ; K _ i s - f t c - i ’  a. s- n i s - n a a s - a t ’ n . a ’ s- - . r ” , ’o- ’s- a - as - i  1

“t W : a a ’ i J n a o n t a , J m s - a a a l s -  a L t J ’ ” . . , i s -  s-i t s - a . .  ma , IS ,.
is- .s-s-rls-imont’ ’s-’-- s - a s -’s- Jo -I l ‘ s-a prs -ima c ipal as-n - a ’s-sLan t h a  t a m _ i -  s- ’ : ’ ’  (‘i j a c - s - ’s - s - t ic-a’ .
5-.s--~~t l o a n  t s-hrou a ; h o u t a  L a s - s - I s -  ion _ i - I .

- -  ~~~~
-——
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s - a  ca ’s- ‘s- - na- - - ‘l ” o nj ’_ i , : s -s - ‘ s - a  a - , - s- - n i_ i a  s - C ‘ ‘ ! a ’ j ’ ’ ’a ’ C a  l ; s -  i c - i  ‘ -

s - a s -  t e n n i s - L i o n s -  t ows - s- s- I  wi s -at  L a s - s - c ’  A s - n y  c a o m a s - ’ m s-.l . - s- ’ . ‘ a  L I  - pt  a s - s - a s - at ,’ .s-~ - s - a  —

t ± v _ i -  o f t he  entire cam as -a”ais -’n— -G- , - a -  o as -- . s - t i  ‘ ac- a a - s - a ’_ il L a s - C- C _ i a  p l an - —

ns -et’n t a s- sa is-s -n nad s-n :n s-”cl f i c  01:9cc t i - :- ’ - s -  to  al l  Ars-s-a’,’ -‘l.a oua ’-sn . Ts-aca-

ca s k  oi  At ’s- s - a V is-os-n  S o u t ri  was to s - , a  a n - v _ i n s -  t he  a s - a s - i s -- I, i s -a s- a ,,- :: I

a co .ntira’-s-ous dc-f’s--race al_ia’s- c ’ L a s - c  s- , .-~~~ n _ i501” s- ’- i -,’c - s -  , occu2” 7 c s - i c

Cr , c - , .u s - aa s-  s- e s - a s - i s - s - s -s-ala , and s-cisc’ t o_ i -  ~. ‘on Ia,s-2-:’ji_is-’s-’:,s-a ’i arc ’s- .  Au

i r s - s - s - n  Center s--is-s-s to s--s-s-c’,s- uce a : ’ :v s-n s -nn -s - s -l 5-j ’s-- ie s- - 1  e,n a~ I,n ” an i s - ,

j’i s - s - ,s- ’s-s-~ con - i s- s - l e t - a-- r e h ab i l i t a ti o n  of it .  a : .s- s-_ ir ro - a n - - , an-, - s - - a  -

s-s-er, to  attack Moscow on a 0 0-oat,. A ,- an 7 ir o s-.s - r a is-los- s - a .  c-c-

to  e n c i r c l e  L e n i n - s - an’s- a a - n or’ to tb_i- s-s-s-a - -s - a.-,- c n n  -has- r n - s - i r e’- . 1:- a

m e n t i o n  was - ‘s-s- as -a’s-c of  s - a i v e r t a i n - ’ s-a ’s- ; s-i ’i f t s - s  fr o m  As- , s -’ ‘s-u o,.s - s -ni Cons - i s - s-

to  a s s i s t  at Lenin _is -ass -s- i or is - a L a b _ i -  Ukraine . l a s - a s - -  ia’s-c La L a i r s - c  As - c - s -ny

Ga”o un . - C e n t e r  P s- ic - i no t  loss-c any of it s -  u n i t s  to tic-s- - s - s h e

Groans  as-s-i 12’s- at  Moscow was clearly s L a L e - ,’i s-s an o s- - j et  t i ,ve a-ia , -

t h e  I- s-ey point of the s-:,; n n i c - s -’s-s-”n L a .  T a n - I s -  a_ its - on was f ’s-s-a a ’ r i e or

s- es- , s - f o r c ed  Las-; a cond os -u s-as- s - c s - s - t ens - no i n s -  ha - s-a l _ u ’ : - [os-s A . -

Cr-s-un Cem’a ten ’ :

I’s-n - c- object of op-s m -_i t s - i _ i s - a s - a  an_ is - an ts- I s -s - ’ . ; C -s - c t o  I-s - a ’ s - s - ’  a-
s - : s - nac- n’s- y ,  has-s- fo r’ s-n- ~ ho  cornt’inp of  a i l s - a s - a t ’ , o f s -a s- c- s - - ’x- ’ o s - ’ ; s - s -n- ”n~~,
as-s-s-’a a r m e n t  , an-I t a ’n-t ;“fi,c c_ is - s-abc -c s-an s- is - ama - : ‘ s - a : a  ‘ c s - o s - -  , an a t s - s -u . ;
a - n ’ s- -vent  t h a n -  r ob s- i l ,  Is of h I s-  s - I c - f a n ’ s - s - t e n’ s- fo s-  c-s - as- s - s - s - s -- I  s - n a .,
os-’clsrly ;-iorkiia ’ of  govs--’ s- -“ -~ m a t  s - a n t s - - a l .22

At. t h i s  p o i n t  von Bock an_ it - - i s  A nn-any Cr _ i s - s - a ”  wore  a s - a : a r o x  I s -a .‘ ts- 1 s-

i’ s - - C ) k i l o  a s - e n t e r s - n -  fs-o-n M osco ’s-. ” — — s- s - s -’ a ’ i s -n t  t he c’s-irs-c-nt _ ivel’s -s-s-- ’ c, - ‘- s - s -o

af  advance only 1’,- - ‘ is - s -s -s away.

5”
~ Trcvu a -Ti~~por , i i 1 1 i a s - - r~ to O _ i ’ s-n , p .  ‘ 1 .
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.‘is - s - s -  s - s - s -s- s - er_ i--n i t s- a s - c c -, s- i s- ’ Jo- il  s-s-s - i - ;  C a l - s - e s -’ s-Lan t i c s - n i t

‘c- f f ’a ’s-’t s-s- s- cs - I Lab s - i t s - i s - s - n’ a-c -an: cs-ui (s-c ~ I a o r t l j \ - _ i s -- , I . A , ’ a s-s -s-su i t  C- t s- s-s-i ..

ion-al sethac a-ac in As -a ny Groun “ “ -
- in- , s- -i ,Cic in - b o t h  a s - s -a l  s - s - cs - .  s - s - s - as - th e

As- - s-a ’; a s - s - - o s - s - s - a  ~ o s - n u . as - a s- s - er  i’ s-a l La c_ is - is - i  be c o r ;t a s - I n s - a  s-s-I a - i  t i n -  aas- -s- ’s-nt l as-s-, i 1-

fo rces-n , i’Ii ties- ’ o s - - cs - c n n - c -  - t ha t  an ar- as-os-os- : cos-’- ’ ,s- (i s - a s - s -n ann-i 2

s-s-n o t_ i r i s - e d  J a f a s - s - i r - y  divisions) bans- s-aJ ae ,s- Pr os-i As- - - ;  airoup C a n - r a n - _ i s -

s-a rm s as- n - n t  n o r t i a  to a s s i s t .  is- ’i, ‘its- ‘ - s -n - s - -ac - s -s-i von’s- s-ir s - c s - s - cs - s -I i s - Cs - ;

an s - s - t u r n -n e d  to OKE-I a ’s-_ inn s - ~~~~~~~~ s inc ’s- . . -C ’s- s- rtc’a’-c on 1 2’ Ls -s-~s- C s-s- s-a - ’:

crdered 2 _ is -s -s - a  s-i Hairier to co s- as - ’- lc -t e  s - i , ’s-s- t r ans fer  of t i-a s- as- s- s - ants -

a ’ s - n - a  to As-san s-,’ Gras -a”- North. Ti an l o s-s-s-ave s--cs-c o n l y  the  fir s t  s-t .s ,s-

soon As-- , , , ’y Grout -  C- -nter was to b_ i cos-ars - le to l ’ ‘c-its-s-out as - - s -no r  as-as-i

n o t o s - i z e d  inf antry u n i s- s .

ya-c-s-le ,a al c’ier ;-ias ,s- s-n ’af t in ,’n-s- the n eces - n sa’s-n s - ’y o s - - s - e s -s-a s-n at c s - a n - ,— a

- lv  us - t i c  H i t l e r’ s-: l ,n t e st  c s - s - a - a s - - c s - s -s-i ’s-an’ , von s-n i_ i ’ - c s-a s - li t ’ s- ‘s -n  a . -

t e lep honic . A i’s - _ i l  s- I , ’ . s - u s - - a s - I s - n  - C s - a s -.’ L . a ’ t  c_ il a I i s - t I s-os - - - - ,s-e L

t ’ ’ ’~ as - ’ , l a s - i s - i c r  s-m t_ in s - s - - a -  von Li_ i-s-is- of I s - I s - an ’ - i a e ~a- s-a s-ira - (a s - s - a , ’ ;  s-Ic-- c ’ s-i P

s - i n s - I s  to  the nos - ’ th . “on I s - o s - c  h_ is -a s -n o i’s - a s - I ,  a , .  H-n- cs - l a s - Lan _ i - i

t a na t  it ‘s-TJt~ in : a r s - -s - as- s-n i h i s - -  to -n s- n - a s - s l y w i t s - a  t b -, or - s -c s-  as- i i i . :  aa- naa o: ’

s-I ai vi,sions is - -s-s -i alread y ha s-c- s-u n-i over ic -atan i s- ants - s -b e ts - - -  tan s-_ is-a s-c--s - a s -

c ou ldn ’t  s - a _ iv _ i. He also s-s-’- , s- ’ot ec -t e~J t hat  t i a t ’- 1_i ts -s -a of  s-r n ar - - s- - Cr ’

,n:roup would c ’s- s-al_ ice hi s-’ fo r_ icc  s - no s-n iac in , a de , - ’ree s-, ,’s -at  I t s--c s-
0 ,

s- cs- in’s- n - f s - ’aas- s-s- tj v e . - l’a c ’’, ’ - ,’ -r - t a a e l - ’s- s - n s - ,  s-C a s - :c” e_ is - I  to s - s - o s - , -  .L . ’ .

Ira c [aat a s - n i - ca t he L e a - m s - m e d  on- ’ ia , n c , c a , r a - a c ’ n l n s-- s- : s - a  t’os- s- t

for ce Or , -:- c-a Is-ion Es -a , i s - a  ‘os-na ’s-c bee a t ans- i t s p la ins -a s- cl  s - o s - a  ‘‘a’ - - , a s - s - s - i d -  a

‘s- Is - las - s - a ’ D i , t a  y ,  ‘ a l .  V,I s- , . . s - ’/ , 1’ - / s - e s -a ,  t 101.

. - -- .—~~~~~~~~~~~~
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s- s -, s- - c s - c t c -.i is- a- s-a o s - o s -  a t ionas -  st a f f  s-n o ;s-r s-p s-:’e ’a:; s- . - -~~c- ia-s -a s-. s- cs- i s -

i s - n -  s - - s - t b  s-s- ins - s - a- c _ i s - n -  i s-s-n t _ i f  fu ts- s-a a’ ,- o a ’el’s - s - t I _ im s - s -- t v ’  is - a - a my “i s - - o s - a s - ,  - .J e t s - t c

(s- . n- 1- ’ A ’ s - p s - a r t  s - i s - i - i c -  r’ s - s - ab s - a s -I, s - s - c - - I ( s - l a s - - a e C , , c - a a - - s - a  Is- t o  h i s - -  t ans - s - i _ i  I i i  t ,-

H i _ i l - i  s-’, ,F ,,s - c ’- a ’, s - s - i  ~v’es - is - is - i - s - s- s - a s - s - I  L a s - c  a . ” ’  ‘I ’s-n - C s - s - a~ a ;~~ s-L s-~i’ -

Genes-s-i 1-La s- u s - s - s -_ n t  s -ni n i r s -’c ti on  t i C  O : ’ c ’ s-” _ i t l O f ls -  s- . ts-~ cI t o f ’  Os-ll ’s-

H 
s-r e-  as-ed a s-i s- s-al ias - - cic-: ’,s- ,s-ent f_ i a; J O , a l . 4 

s-.,ot ic doc~~ c--’s - r~t s

c t r - s - n s - a s e d  s - i s - c - i_ i s -  t ins- c s-r . -s-s--as-e n t s - s -  i ’s-in s- ’ iOCfl_ii’~[j s - l o s - c o c a -  as- s-, is - e s-s--irs-ins-

ob i e c t i v_ i  an- ’? ass -an ’. - Lad that An s-ans -y -Crc_is-as-: Gs-s-tl’a s-.s-n ’. s - S c - t i ,  -n-a~J

sufficient cos-’nbat po s- ’s-- - s - -s - - aireas-y  ass-is-ned t o  s-s -cco-a-n i i s-h  t s - , s - s - ± -c

s-n- .
’ ,.,,, _i n s .

b aa- - s - i s - e s -- or n n - s - t  Jo s- i p ut  Lao  a ’s-c  t in - c-  s- s-a lps-a s-n  s- ” r - o p _ i l_ i - ’

h i s-  s- s - s- s -P  is- un’s-s-fla irs; . 
26 On the  ot i s-e s- ’  ‘ a n - s - s - a- i , ‘s- o s - a  L’ s- -_ is -c h t  Is- .s-~ -

a s - s -  s- a - ~~s - s -  s-a — s-a a’s- “-n - c c I u s- s-i (‘ e s - c  O s-’s- ore  1 is- s- — c l _ i  r , .m —

s-I o s -b t c c i l y  c- ,-’ ith  U s -c - hop _ i  t in--n La i n s -  s-s -s - s - - u i - a  i s- f l ues-c -’: is-a L i _ i ’s to

C- i s-as -n -p ” a - s - i s - n  s-u rn ’s - .  s - Io ns-i a s - ’ s -  the rn_ is-ni _is - ,- i s -_ i _ i s - s  of 21 is-n ; s-s -s -n t P. - s-n La

±ra f_irs-s-n-.s-cI a ’s - a ld er  t h a t  Hitler s-a’s-c l n o t  yo t  r e a ct s - ed  ins- d - s - c i s - s - i_ i r n  os - i

t I ’s-c s-s -c s- n ’s- steps in tb_i cam s- s-s- s-i s-s-s-n b ut  t a n _ i t  H i t l er  n - - s -s - s - a s - t i l l  i s - ’-—

s-s-is b m n s - s -  tha t Leningrad s- s-n-i t h e  Ua _ irv ’s- innn ’ 1-1_ irs-a of  prime irs-s- so -

27tance.

n - a L4
is-aides-- Diary, V_ i l .  V,ar I , p .  ~-2 , 18 An-s-s-s-us-n t ls--4 l .  :1

5~5 bcs-’ limont , L s - a s - d c  t1 ’ Ji2-6LcL~ 2is-ILI-_ -Lai~ m n - •  .1 t .

- 
a

ia - s-ad.

i) id s - ’ j~ \‘ol .  VI , n . , n • ~~~~ 21 Aa .a ’ - , - s - s - c 1 9 - i .

-‘
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s- i t s - s - i _ i s - s - 1  i i . n - n i ’,I , - i i , i - a  n -n - c a m _ i a _is- los - a s- .tn Ws- Is- s - c  r s - a ’

s - a  s- a s - s - s -s- I s - ’  -n- Os-s-il s-s- al “ — i a s - - ’ ’-- ’ -
. a U ’  s - s - ’ ’ l  Ve s- s-i s - a - n  c s -  L, a a -  La

a ’s-. e n s - a  I I . 1- s -_ i -  on 22 An s- s - s -  i a ‘ s- I _ i a  a ‘ s- i ‘s- I s - a  ‘ ‘-‘1 at - s - n ’  - n . 11 , I a

s - -c  ly  he , - s - a l :  “ l a s - - s - a -  s - s - -o s - n - _ i s - n -s-s- is  0 P OPts- f_ is - ’  t h e  - s - o r, a s - i n i s -as-s- . ,s- s-, o f

t in - i s  c ac-s- ’sanI s-”n is- . t i’s- -n is-s-act , ri-La - - s-i lb  As-s- - - i s t , a_ i  m a c c c_ i n I’os-n:n -a — La

a ,.
s-s-c- i s - L a _ i s - s - t i _ i s -a c .

‘fk;e rn , n s - ) - a s - -a”j -s -s-~Lns-a c o n , L a , n s - s -c, ‘s -It s -  a r ci t- a .r a s - a s- s-oi ’c t an-a t -s - J 3 C 3 - i n

s - s - s - sn  a - s -_ i t  Un -s-a- s-nos -t  im’n-or t s-. ’ a s - s -  o b j e c t iv e  is-s- s-i t t i s -a t  Li ’ s-c J C C s -~ ins- ‘ I s - n .

- 
‘ 

of s - i s - - n -  Cs-Is -n ’s-a art s-i the  Pu s - s - s - i _ i s -a -a l l  n - s - s - n -p h _ i s  ira t in - c C_ i n c a s - a s -  ks-a

- Ij i s - t i s -  and i n n -  t m - s -  C a r t s - a  s-h- a  o n c i r c l - s - a a m e a’ a t  o f  L n o i a n -  ‘s- s - s - - a  s - n d

s-n i s - s - n - C s - s - tn - ‘ i ’ s - in -  t i ls-  a” im ’s- s - n - ,” s - s - s -- cc’s- as - nc ’  a s - - s - i l’; o is--jec . L - ‘is- ’s -n - . 11], cs-La’ “ a s- i ,

r , s - r ’ -s u_ i s-- s-s-a La _ i  be s - c c _ i - s - a  -u s - s - i s - o n - i  b o fo r-ss- s- Is - c -  _ i a s - . ’s-a- ls- a n--~s- I . t s - ,

2is-cse tn - s - c l _ is s- -r s - s - ’ s- ’ n ot  a l t o s - s - s - a - t b - n ’ s -  in - -s - s - s--a- tao 010-i . i ij t l c - s - ’  s- s - i s -a .s-s- s-a. s-

s- a c- n--c s-eq ’s-air s- s - s - e s - a t  s- s - a e n cir c l e  tI ’s-c Soi’ic- t- i ’s-ni f t  a ,s-s- ., , v i s - n -  s - rn - c

s-ic s - s - -n i ty  s-f Cs-i cv. s- i_ i s -  airs-a di, ns-s--ec can - n-i t i n- a t  As -s-ny ‘ s - , ’O s - s -’s- C s - a , . -a-

s-n’s-s- s-lain on tee  s-lef en as-a is  ,a 141_it s-  wha t  a s - - . ’_ i_ i n s  wez-_ i 1_ in -’: to  i t  ‘an t s-t i

a’s-li the a s- i .  - l a_ i s  ou t l n t n - s - s -d s - a ’s- t h e  sun -p ies - s-e s-La to  is-s - a s - .  . rc ’s -’ Dii’s- .

t 1 ye s- mn - s - ; ,.ca’ L ‘s- ~, l a s - s - n  b eams - i  as-cat s- as- s- s-i l s - n I s - a s - s --, i .  h a l - s-cr ’ as- s- ’ s -s - s - ic La’ ‘ s - _ a  s- _i

Lam ’s- s - s -’-’n-, - n ras-’nns -’lu s -n , m i t t s-- t n ’s-cs- t s - o n s -”f ’ .I , I’. of a s - i t ’ s -  a S I nl’i’i t , s-s- s-c , ., n u l l  ~i

‘s-a s-a P ’c - s -n ta  ( ‘es-as-n La . H-c- bc - - i s-” I a s - s - i  La o  t s - i~ s-a s-. ’ aC- c a m s - s -  a s - a , ac w a s- - ,

I s  ie ci ’ive Per tri o es-u t c o s - n a n -  o f  s - h _ i  s_ is - s -- m s - s --as- ~~~ 
,, 2

s - i s - I tier’ n - e s -  c a_ i t  s - _ i s - a  ( as - s - n  I s-s- ni. Is - i s -  sins -a s- al l y s - _ i r s -  - Ha s- ‘-‘ c-c

v Cn- ,”5 os- - a t a _ i s t i c a’s- an- ’! s - ( n s- ’s - s - L _i s - v  c a n -  s -ha s -  ,r . f ’~ - s- l en  - l a s - - c ’

o s - -~ ,or  I ‘ - s - i l  L a y  p~ ’OVi- . IO I by  is-i, :: 1’ s - s - J O - c  L i _ i r s -  ob  s - l a s - ’  A’s -ny ~ o ’ s -  ‘s- - I s -

2- - - ‘ - 2 )
a, -a s -  • 

- ‘ . 
- s-I , 22 A = ‘ ,s- t 1 1.



s-I’ , a- C i a _ia- C a.ann aai_ i ’ra to  s - - a s - a  “ ins-u i  La as-c .i, s- s - ,j s - s - s - -,’” b y S e s i e s -  s-a’ s- - a’s- ,, s - -” . as - o—

s-s - s - ar i a s - . s - ’. to Field i-ln -a,nars-i .al von is -s-_ i ’s-oh s- I s-s- s-n- s -n- nc-os- o s - c b s - s - n -- s-~ L s - as -  f_ is -

f ai l u .r-e to conduc t  hari. — na as - s- ’s - s .. a s- s- ab cs-s-p tals - o lis-’s - aa - s-n d i n - - c s - c s - e d  s-rn

a c - c u r s - f i n -as- von  LIr’an -u c is -n lts -,s- cks - of a has-at_i of 1_ i - s - d c - s - s - s - i s - i a  in s-a s - h a s -  s- s-~s-s-

s - a l l o w -, - - I h imns -n - s-LI to be ‘s-as-ally . i , s - a s -’ lus - s -n s- - s- ,’.’ as-i by s-’iai ..’a s- s-s- s--ar I t n a s - t C s - a  -

i n s - I t h s - nr f u r s - n n s - . s- s-s-n s-’cused the A an ’any of no t  bein’i , a’s- abs-- c to  “ gcns -_ ix ,.all- ,-

- these is-I s-a- i’s-, : s-n-n-I ac t  s - a s -n - on  then s- ..-: s-ho_ it far s - a s - c s -  _ i,, s--j . ” ‘‘ s-
s-n

i’s-alder and von B.r-auchai t s -s-oi ’s- s-xiscs-ss-s-ed ho (s-h ss-’san c_i’,s-,s - n a a

s - _ i n ’ s -  de s-n -s-il. :;rs-- s- s- s - i e s s-  to  say,  the ims-n -act  o s--a t o t n s -  o f fic e s- -s s- i_ is  j .

a ser ies-s .  Halder ’ c d i a r y  en t r y  fo r  22 A s - s - s - s - s - t  glv ’s-s- :  os-c

a cl-n -a r  v iew of ’ the resul t  of H it l c-r ’ s a c t i o nn

i s - ’ any vie ’s - , the s-its-s-at l os - n - r s -n - :n u l t i n :s- r,’roni t i n - s - a -  ~~ s - a n-r_ is-r~ . n 
‘ -

i f l L ’s - a ’ f c , ’ c s - a l se  is-: s-Lntoicas-s- -abbe fos-. - s - h a” As- aas-’ . T~s-ç s - s- ”s i f l - I s -  c-is- —

s-as -al I n s - n - t r u s s - i  os - n - , - by ‘ s - s - s - a ’  ~~~s - e r n - - ’s- - a’ - ps -on-is-f-c s-a s-i n - u a t i o s -  of
ord er , coun t- , ‘ — os--cl_ is-’ _ irn-.1 , s - ,s - s -s-_ i ,m”s- hc ’ s-” s- i s -’, a ,‘nncn os-an- s-s-s-s-s-s- .s-s-s - - I - s -

a s- - mns - s - n a o a ’n , a s - L i s - l a - s- t a _ i  Is- a s -  h is - s - a -- s-c-i f p erm n s-or ill -,- ; C:’h t  ,s- s-s-; no~ , - -‘ , - — n ’

.s- t s - I t utes -t s-La em s- a ‘ s - - i  on i s - a ’ s -  fo s-.s - - ” t l ,  ‘ L a _ i s - o s - - l o s - s - c  cs-an -~ s- I -  a

s- La s-as- n - s - s -i s -u Is- a’s - s - i _ ir s - s- i s-_ isi s- nc-m t i-ac’ cu ih ie:i  L a y  L a s - s - c  i s - s - a s - L i - s - a c t, s- -a
“s-c u ns-’_ i s - s - s -aa n i s-r a ,s - s - . a . i -n _ i s - -’ h i L a a s -an - is- i_ i s - s - y  U s - s - s - n -  CO s- a ’ i s - ’s - - a e - n ’— ’ ? — 1 ’ s - t o

nams- is-s-eea-s- treats-c-s-I aL ,n a s - c s - s - u ’ s - a s - s - a l .  s- bc_i-_i-:- aCs -n -o s-aJ n La s - a  ‘i’s- a

s - s - s - p e s t _ i -  - to th a t  C oa s - as -s-r’ n des- ’ — is-’: — C l a i  of tb_ i L l’s - as - - s-i , s-’t a ’a ’L - as - s - s - a :
to i t s -  s-eli-a - , ’- - 1 o P  I’s - I s -  o f f i c e  -n - un - - i p s- n- s -s - n ’os-’s- t , n a s - s -, H  1 s- -s- s - i d
also be s -_ l a s - ey e d  at s-ia ’s-’ sn-cc_ i t1 :s-e . C_is - - a . s- au-a s - - - ’ — ‘
s - _ i  fe lt s-cs - as - b e - n a _ i c e s -  hs -n - -‘tons- nE ’s- Is --a c-s I n s - _ i s - n -  in sr_ ic  t i c _ i  i s-n- - -a- oa. lr - “s- n- L

be relieved and tI’ic-s-at doLl _i -i c ’ = s -~~re for s-a ’ be -so s-is - s-_ in- , s - s .

a
‘~~~s-’ i s -n - l i a s - s - s -  I I , s - s - s - s - s - I - I ”  i i ,n - s - 1 -  I’, ” c t , s - n ,~ ,itl*s- , . La - . ‘

A l s - n -  s - s - aa ’ c :  Raid-- a, D i a s -. y , V o l .  Vu , . , 2_ ” A s - c ’~~~~t 1 - - I .

I s - l a s - v . t _ ij .  - ,- , • 1. C, /s -s -. a L , .  , 1)1.
i ,r t l -, a ’ s -  s- ‘ a ’ s - s - s - s - n - c’- a s - ’ ion I a as-  . s - s - s - -.s - y a - ‘, ‘a ” , - H a - _ i s - s - c a  a - . , s - , , - ‘ ‘C’,jt ~ - - —

. 1 1 s - - i _ ‘ c, ’ I n a -, s-,,,- _ I ,  s- i s - s - L a s - h _ n  i s - a  s - a ’ —  - s - €,s- ‘ s - — l s - s - a n s - s - c e a ’: ’ , ” s-i _ I - a , , ,

- - ‘sj s - s - a  s - I f  1 , t ’~’ s-n- as-s- c s - f l !  . ta -a u . a  . n - n _ i t _i o n -  i s - - - -

- s - c s - s - s - I ,  _i = . s- c s - ’r -  s - i n ’ s - o s -  a s - s - a s - a s -  1l, - , i ; t 1 s -’ . ‘l’ t a s -’ - ni l a, : IU  - _i a,,,

s -as- t, - s - ’ ‘ s - a  i n s -  C s - s -_ s - s -i t s - ,- - ’ i l ( ’,L’s - - a ’ c ’ mi . Is-’-’ s-n- - s - s - n - a .  t en’ s’ s - c -  ‘ s - a - - - -

- 
. ‘ - ‘ ‘ 1. a.s- : s- ,c s - s - i ° ly  a ’s - i  ‘ s-us -~ - C s - ’  s - s - s - i  a - s - _ a ’ ~~ev s- s- -

- s--s - i - H  I s - a . ’  c o a s - s -’ s - - e’j a s - s - - :’a a ’ - s a-s-a ’ s -



- — _ . , .,__ .p ,,,~~,, , , ,~~ . ~~~~~~~~~~~~~
‘ 

--_

Ps-oa r s - th e  na n--s-s-I 1_ in - i c  s-s-’-v i , s-.C-uco - n s-as- p s-s-s- s- as -  - 
- ts - a,n s - s - a s - i  Is - - ‘

- s-v ies -- os--s 1_ i s - s - La eL ’ f’o a - ts- s - _ i  s-al’s-s_ i s-c t a a e  s-n s - u s -s - s - on • s -- a - , p3 A . ‘a s - ”

n ’s-c s - i s - - c - c  ta _ i  von s- lock ’  s-n- k s - _ i a -n ip s - -s- a s -t on :. ’ - or’ s-s-as- rae_ i- La s - s -n . as-, cs - n -  C s - - ’ , ’

A ,  n’ s - s  G s -” an - a,s - ’  - cons - s - s - s - s -_ ii’s - s -_ i ’s- _i flcna 2 -on_ i a-n _il Gu - ,i es- ian Lao  - i a n  s - os’s - na  cd - s-an ’; os-

r .i t i - n ’s - ’ ’  a ’s- l a to s-  t n C - C L s - s -_i c a s - a s - :  . All  t i s - ! ’~, ’ s-s-’ o f f i c c s-  s I - i - - i ’ s - n -  s - a ’s- _i n-n —

an a e n s -  t i n - _ i t  a s - s - c s -’ d i v _ i s - s - n i _ i r s -  fr ’os-:s- s - s - c  a s- L a - i  O s - - a _ i _ i  La V_i ( s-’ios- ’ c os - s - )

s- ,’_ is - . l s - s -  s-n-c a s - c - r i _ i s - s - c -  o n ’ s - o r .  A .  a s-s-s- . - - - - - t . . o s- n - o f  s -s - _ i a s - h _ i a’ s - a ,

sIt  a- n - s - s - a” a - ‘ s- -s-c-i tin-at Gas-doria_i s- s-’ cs - - - ls- l s - c s - _ i r s - I  s- as-u’s’: s-is - s-h - _i to s - ,

i s - a t a ’ s - aa c s - s - , _ i r t (’ is-aS where he could , “ i s -y  t an -c s-el_ i-vs -s-s-s-s-is- f an - as - n ss- I- s - , a , s - Cs -  s- —

a~n” ” y be ‘Os -- s-a- i n s - s - La t l cr  as-cs- t s - aU c s -  s-_ ipp oin -t  a Is -s-n an- 4’ a r t c - . s - s - .s - t cs - i n -  s - s -  a

~
‘ as-t of Oils - I to s-s-s-~~,c s- aims - a s- s-c-c to  the i r  p h_ i s - a .

Us-n-on s-s-s-_b rian ’ s- an--rival at aiitl- ,-r ’ a s -  h e_ i s - .  ‘as -  is- n - s- a ’ s- c ,

e ro s -  ton -I  to ?I . a - -h c.l Cs- s-. n ‘ ‘a l  von bin ’s - n - s - a c e s - i  s- s - s - c l ’ s  s--a-ho , _ i s - t c o ’cs- a , - s-c

Guds -.’s-I~~ s-, i a sf c n a r i c - c ,i H ms - a t a n s - C L a s - a _ i  s - . a ’ c i a ’ s - l u - a  a _ i s - i  L a -na -r i  a s - a ’s- ‘ - - ‘ ‘ ‘

w_ ic~ n o t  open to  s - i s - - i s - s - _ i ’s- - h L . ’ a’us-”s - . i o I - . ‘Is- i s - a s -  1- c l - ’ k - as - s - s - ’s-s- i ‘s-s- I, -

a - a - c a n t  as - a_i s -Las - -  an to s-as- a’s- -, - , ‘1 l o s-I ’ I s - I  -a- - u _ a  b _ i  m s - a s - ’- as - t , i o i’a s - l a s - -  a - ’ - . - i c - a  -

O s - - l o s - s - c o w  s- n t h e  ia-s-s- s - la - or • ‘~ bc-v~~i ’ s - I s - s -n - l a s - c a ’ s -, Gus- s - a - s -’i as- , 5 s -  ‘O s - s - n

w i t h  I s - i t  1cr in ti’s-c pro s--once of  s-a_ is -er_ il o s- s - a l - m s , p _ i - . s - ± a 1~-

k-I c ,i s-- n - i and Jodi  . A s -  s-er’ au thor- t n - - ’o_ ias - n s - - d  t s - n e  s - s - _ i s - _ i - i n’s-i l s - s - L a  - ‘c

of i-ho -“s-os-’! n-s - s - ac’I a s - a s - - s - a nn- - I Gus - s- ins - s - l a s -a s-,s- o a ,, . s - s -_ i n ’s- , s -dO s - n -S a’ E s - o s -  s- s-_i n , s - s --e

s-o el- s-c u o r a L a e -  on k s - i s - a -  v i c - a - s -s- of 1-los-c-os--c in - s - s -s- a’ s - ti L a s - a - c  s - s -y to  s-s-i a, - — —

‘ ( s - e d e n ’ s - a n  ~~~~~~~~~ ‘ .,~~~ , ~~ 
1 s-- •

Ti i • , p . l~) 
- 
. ‘ a l a  a . - La s - a  La s - t a -  - s - I  a - s- s- - l a , : C - - , i s -

- ‘ a -a,-. , - - - (‘~ - s-i s-i a : c ’ s -n - s - a  - s-~ ‘s- Li  a’s- I I I ., ‘ - , - a a - - a .- - a s -  - I a I
- ‘ = s - s -  ‘ s - s - I  I s - a  s- H I - i - - ’ . ’ a - - I . !. a - c a i n -  a. ’ s - n - . - ’ s-u - - 

1

- “s- a ‘ a  - a - a a , 1 a i s - s - s - a  a - a i s - * ’ , i n a  - s- s- , - ‘ a - - - a  s- ’ - 1 -  ‘s- ’

1 -  s- . _ .
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s-i ll  s-a i n s - n -  s-s-a s- s - s - s - s - h .

s - i n _ i  s- h i s - s - s - i  r c a ’ s - a l t  o s -’ ii  s - t a ’ ’ ’ . ’ Ps -f As -i s- ,.:’ . s - s - s - i ”n a s - - a ” ., s - s - a - s - , , ,  s - - s - a

n - _ i  s - t a - - n i p as-cs-v all of !a.s- ”m amy s- ,! a _ i s - a a a  C s - - a s - a s -, ‘ a ’ a s - ao a, a ilc  s - am id  is- s-c . l a s - c s - s - an-n

t_ is - is -  in- nc’s- as - - ada L a o s -i s-an ’ s - s - s - as -  s-in s-, t .,s- s - - ! s - - n ’’s- a s-n-s - is- ’ a ’ s - _ i -a ! s-no s- s-_ i Is- i’s- is-n an ’s-: Gm_ i - _i s- 1’

s-s-ra n Sou s- s - is -  to  , c , , s -n ,n ’i r , t s-In a c c o s - s - s - s -’- hn h s-s-j in- ,l ins- ,- ’ i s - I n - C P s - s o n -  ,s-n t y  - a

as - s - s - s - s - id’s-cd by ins- s-i t i e r. Ti n s - ’. - s-as- s-s -_ i t s -  of ti’s- ’ss- d ivers ion of t an-es- c-

- . ivi as- ,Ions s-L as-n hi - s -a to ’c”y . As-asa --y (I s-ou~’s Is -os -  t is - c o m a s - s - - h o t _ i d  ,s- t .., O I l - n - n - a _ I C ’—

an n - s - - a ’s- c of Le a ’s- in s-  s- - s - c a  or’s- 8 Sep te s- s-n -be r Os-a - ta f_h e_ is- to llrf- :s-s-s-’ wI L a s - s  -, s-. s-s-

P in s-s-s .  In the s o u t h , t s-nae B a t t l e  of 111ev was - n  a s - - r - -n-- Ll ns -, t’ s-,s-o s-a c l _ i s - s - n

c- ho Ser tens-bcr - . N o t  oa’s-ly as - s- s -i An-n-n.y G a -_ in s- - d o s - s - t h  e nch r ’c h s - -  s-a ’, ,

cs- es-n t _ i s -  s-s-in-c Sot--let  J-s- ft h  A s s - a -,’ as-n cs-n’s-s-is-iois-oaj s- . s-y ‘1i, t l ( s - s -k ’~ it  alas- _i

t in - as - s -a’ s-id t a ’s-c s-n - s -_ i jor  p o r t i o n s -n -  of  several os - in -es - _i s-m ’nhes-s-

Ti’s-c- arn - s - n - e r t n f o n  t i n -a s -  the  B a t t le  of  s- li_ i s-v a_is-s-_is-a a a, _ i c  ‘s t - c_ i l

ruccoas-is - is s - a - s - s - c a - n n l l s - ns- - ’ c-s-s-s-ie Tins-c h _ i n s -  An- -nay at s - a f f e r ecs -  s-a’s-n es-’aO , ’s - s - _ i s - ,

s - a c  t e a s -  a as- ca -ac ’ a s - a s - s - a s - a - a n  of  t i le Os- I ’s- s-s -ant s- A c co ms - s - i s - ’ s - i o C i n s - s - s - a a - a’s-a_ ia-s-

s t a t i s t i c s-  the  b a t t l e  rn -~.- t t e d  ts-(-~~~, 000 s- c’Is - s-ors -- ’r’s , dc s - l~ s-s-as-f -s - _ i  ain - ,

31
Ii, Il _ i ‘ a ’ s - a ’ captur es-i or s-,lcs-’str-o yed - The v I c i n s - s - ” r’y s-lb s-_ is - I A ‘a s-s-

Cn ” o s - n o  Sos-a Lai n -  Lao  a c_ i s - a ny  t ine  La J ]an a’a in e , ans -_ i s  La a f t ~- a - Cs-- irs -n c- _i , as- s-a

s - s - n e i s - os - n - as -s - s - s -n’- s - l a s - s - i n .  Tin-c s - Lmr s - s o s -’L’ant s - a o L _ i t  i’s-c’s-c s - I s -’ ti’s - _ i s -  ana l t a o - a

1 - ‘ - -- - 5aIu ics-i a f l  s - - i s - s - a ’ s -  s - i s - c  on! re s- s-r ’-c -s -c-ys- I _ i t  iVC n ’ o m s- t ._ i~ c s- a s-.: a . a’ —

sena n . On such an I sn -ns -’-or iaaJ ’s- t . a s - a b j r s- -c La , O s - s - C  ‘s-as- s- n - s - n _ i - s -s-., s i _ i  “s-s- - o s - a  a n n - ,- n ,
i ’s -_ is -s-cr, or- von i3rauciis-i L a s - n - c l ,  s-Is -ha l n o t  as-. -- l a ’ s - a .  t a c c oas -m s -n a aa s - a’a v  s - s - , ,  ‘s - i  Is-. .
to th s-n a- s- :m-n’c- tinp. Two p _ i s - n i  ‘Cal ’ - c an  -ias-aatios-s-n cs--s -is - s- : ( h )  c-_i
br as -s -cs --i t . a ” c i s - ’ s -a s - a s - s -n - _ i n - n - s -  t r a  L a_ i t t  s-C La Itu- s - a ’ ’ was - s - hs - s - s-s-o s- s-cl I_i ”—’ s- C 0

s - s - c c o - r a i i r s - g  to ‘,s-l s - s - a ” jaj n ’io_ i t  , ( is - s - s- o s - i a nn - ‘s- - s - s - t n  corns-i s-s-I s-s -ar -- s - c - •  O i l s - ,  s- as - s - a - ’
s-n-a_i ns - Las- likely to  b-’ s- ’ s - m c c _ i . - s-~ ul a ’s-i r s -cc s-ac was- ;, ‘ s-s-r n - - l i — i  - a n - -- uy I n s - i l
s - s - s -s -s - s -c l  i t’ so ’s- s -l i be bs- t to ,r ’  ai ls- ’ in-c s - -c s - s - -c- s-ac t a as-s-as -yea - s-- s -a  I n t . ~ cs- s- c- - -., I I s - ’
f av or -  a I t he  s - a m o s - s - n _ i - n t  . 2 _ i c -  Is-C a r,1 ia- mon - i t , , a ss-,~

’_ s-,, ,,. _~~ _f,,,n ’ s- h a
n . ~~ p.  19 1.

-,
is- ci , ( s - a  - a s - a .  s - a s -  - s- - I 
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t , ,~s- s - - l c t o s - -~’ s-s - s - c s--:s-i _is- v s - a s - a n -  -s-a c s - s - s -- s -_ i- on ’s-c. , i t  i s-s--n t n o t s - l h r a f  t o  L a . - .’-

s- a L a s - Cs - s - s - s - _ i 01 o s - s -- .- - s-t  1_ i s - an- id s - - s - - c s - t _ i s - I  s- s - s - a s - a - a s -  [ ‘ [ o s - s - c o w , s - c s -  L a l a  01 ’s-cs-- i o s - s - a  —

hi s-a c a _ i _ i s - - s - i o n: T I a s -, ’ s - I & ’a _ i ’  n- .a as- t _ i a a  o f  t i m _ i  h o t - i_ i  Las- J .Os - ’C_ i ’s- i s - a  s - l a s - a

s - s - o s - aLa s-n - cl- i n-i 1-s-- .ovi. _iIo s-n- s - s - s - u c l a  - o s - -  s- , . -cc ui’s-- s-j s-
s- I s - s -  s- ’ la ’s - s - .s -’ -, i _ i s -  ,s-”an s-’/

Us--oup C- -nt _ ins-. m s- a  - s - i s - i s -  n o t  i s - s - s - s - in -  t h e  cs-s-c- an ’s - - is-a ’s-s-ny Gr’ous- .

C c s- r s - t e r  cont inued i s - _ i s - - s - s - as -- a’ i-s-’ o ns -aco s- cr i t  c o o l — a  i n - _ i v s - s - s -’s- b c e_ i  faced s--iitis

s- ts-on s- count_is-s-_i ttacks s’s- - os - a s - the s-s-au i s - is - .

s i _ i s -_ i n s -  a lmost  e n t i rel y  on the r e l a t i ve ly  s-s-w,I f aa _ i c c onra-

s- l as - an -l ’ s-as -s -aent  of  the Army Group South and Sor t s - a  m i_ i s - i on_ i, i’s-s-t i ler

s-s- n - s-, -s-d Fuels-s-er Di rec t ive  I’JUIt! s- s - n - a - 35 o s - n  6 Sc s- -a ’s-ens - s - - - ,‘ . Ira

e s - s - c s - a c e, the d i r e c t i v e  ca’ s - s - cs-cd _ i s -” o n c i n n n u _ i t s - L o r i  c s - f  _ i ’ s - -~~’as-s- ’t s - h as-’ a ,

a’s- is- lie is-Os- t in  sirs -as - s-au Lain alone s- -, t s - a  s-s-s-a L a -  ‘ s - s - s - s- . _ i s -,s-’ ci s-s-s-i’s- n a _ i :’ s-s- a s - s - a

s- :aot or s-Lz es- , i  n in f a nt ,ny u n i t s-  h-_ i_ il ’s- to  Ar-my Us-ou’p Cons-c, . Ia. n y

s-.II ’ _ i s - a s - n -  Cen te r  was t n - as - k en - I  to  cs-s-a’s t r oy ,  oy en\r s-n- lo s - n - s - s - -a _ i a -n t , s-- ,_ i Sos-c s- u ’

a s - - a n a l. ,s b e t w e e n  Snn-o IL c- r’as - ,s- s-a as-cl C _ i_ia ’s- _i a’s-- a’s-i’m-i t , s - s -  0 s - i s - s - n - a s-C s- s- Ca’s- Ncs- .ss-co a .

i t s e l f . ‘Ihe end of Septs- s-’ a a i - s - s - -n ”  s--a-as- - s- s- s- -n- sns- t s-Loned in t a - , a n -  d s- c’s - n - c s - ‘s-

s-n -_ i a r a ia n ni r s- ,  - s-late for A .a ’s - ’ay Os-os-s-s-n- Os-:nter to is-: ‘ s-cl ’s- i t s -  a t  t a c k

s-s- i n_ i c  time a nna ls - a  s -es - s - s - s - i s -n - i  to  s-s - move t in -c Is -an-n -ic s - s -n ’! s - s -no t e s -  is - s-ed in f a rna ’s -

s-n-s-ia ’s-- cack under s-i , Las -  c o n t r o l .  —~~~ i ’ s - s - a n -s- s- , A s - -s - n a ’-,’ Or_ is -an” 1’s-n t _ i a - ’,

a ’ s - f t_ i n-’ h_ i v ir a~-: i CS t s - a _ i l s - j i a s -  n a n  1, l a s - n  c. . s- v_ i - r i’ cci  f a i n-  - a s - n- a’ox. s - s - a s s - t e l  v J~ v ,

b
s - s - s - v _ i, s--could as--s- ia’s ho _ it ,  t s - ck s - imi .j  t on - sa n- ’- s- an-l o s - a _ i _ i s - n  • 

— -

P a n e l - i  as - i a n - s - c a n ’s-i von i s -s - s c an -  bs -n - s-m n ch cs - ’s- ’i h i s-  a t  s-ac -a os - a s- cs-

.- s -s- - - , s - s -s-n - m s - m i ’ s-is- in  accordance  wi L a n a  I n - i  _ ic ’a, - s - s-vs-n- s - I s - n - s - a _ i _ i n - ’  3’ ,- • n ,  s - I s - i n s -  s-,’

f s - - s - - i  n a y s -, ’ in-i a - s-m ini s-i, t a n  l a s - i s -  s-n o e s - n - s - a ’ s -  a s - i ’s-a l l ;-  es -n - s - T el _ i ;  ac ’ s - a  s - s -s-nosy s- cn--~,L c a’

‘a n - i , ~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ , , s- - s -  _ an -



I a is- : t o .  a s - ’  .
‘ a a I as - c s - ’  v i  C s - m a  I La y  a s - ,  - - 

- , . s- - I l l s - !  lb - ‘a a - s - a . . , a-ca - - 
~~~- n . - a  I

:‘o n s - ti s - m ’ !c s - - s - :L of i.ios -s--cos --s- a - . - . s-c - C L a s s- c , i y .  ‘s - i s - u s-n L a s - a s - n  n - e s - s - s - a C t  j o t s -

a t i a s - ’ a ” s - s -  s - _ i s - n - s - s - s - s - s - s - n -  n - a - s- n - _ i s -  s - i  s - _ i  [ a s -  s - . j s -
~~ C v a a s - s - s - s - a a i i ! a s -- ’ I - , - - y  ;,i - - i - ! s- .- s - s -  s - a s -c s - ’ s - a s -

s-a ’ s-
’s-’j  , Otsi’ f lj s -’s-j n s- a_ i f l Q s- O 1, 1/’/ tars -s -s- s- - a- s- s - a s - i s-p , i

s-
s-lb la s - n-s -v s-ar s-na’ s-n a .LJ.s-.- s-n - ’y

3,-s-s-
i-s - i _ i c e s -  des t roy_ i - cs- or cs-s- s-s- Is-us-red. s-b ’s- s- . ie ti’s-c c-rs-circlLs- s-a c-a’s- s - _ i  s-s-n

s-’ s - ’ n - : ’ aa s - n -a an-n-_ il Dn --y ss -a’ a a’s - in - were bein s-”i r cn -ouc ed , a-, a V _ i n s - - s -nc i  c l_ i s - s - s -_i s-’, ~~ , -

t in - e  Fous-t in-  Pans-n ’s- As-any is-s-as-In-ed to ti’s-_ i- c’- s - s - _ is - s - s - . s -  as-’ n-he s - s - o s - s - c o w  Ci, vea -’

a’s-oar Nan-co F_ i r an - In n - s - k  as-s-pro s--s-l.a s-ely 6~ k il o m e t er -s  s e s - s - s - c , s - s -  s - _ i l  Os -”

:-;_is-~~~~ s-s -- .

‘s-s-s-~~a - l e  t a ’ s -_ i  Russ ians  is - as - a  ‘as - ”e~n-’as-eci s-u.s - n - a s - n a - o s - s - a :  d_ i- n,’as - s -s - :s - s - iv s--

fo s -n i : 1_ i a - a s -  s- -c s- -is -cars - Srnolensk and [- l o s - CO W is-_ i hal t is -a ”s - cy (iisoui’

Cs - an rn te i ’ , t hey  were , for s - I s - c-  m s - a _ in - s -nt ‘ a r t , s-s -a ’s - a ’ s - s - _ i c e s - s - s - ni’s- n i .  I’s - a - a

Sovie t  Army de l _ i s -n - s - l ea n -  every ian - cs - :  of L, i” o , s - s - l c i  s--il La i n -  f s - ’ e a t  COW ’ s-a- . ci

ar - s - c s -  t enaci ty but no L a s - s - m y ts - s - s - any ds-L c’[ i’s-a_ is - as-a ms-s - e l i  bs- ’-as-”ls-’s- u s -  - i’s-c

course  of the  b a t t l e  as [a La s-i the ca-’naran ’_ i ’  tn  s - - s - s - - s - t i ’s- as -n ’s- . ‘a ’s - as - an s-n -as - s- s-~

s - n s - s - s -s- -’s-s-s-n of  October ; : ‘ a’s-’~~ is- La wI t i n -  i s - n  l a _ i r s- a -  a s - ’ of r- s- s- .i a .  s- s - - s- S a n s - - s- .

‘is- n as - i  - a- - a v - s- a ’ s- c a-a-eat s-s- a’ s - ’o_ ia ’a t a ,s-n’cn -s-s-, ! s- is -_ i- f a n - w  s-va ’s-s-i Is-’ s -La _ i s- cs - a ’ s - -  ‘ a ,  i n s - t c s -

s- i s-m o st ‘a ’ s-: t i n _ i n s - s - i s - s - n a’ 5 1 5 :  o s-I’ s - - s - a s - s - i. i’s- s - V  Gi”~~La (,s - a s - i n - s - c -. t’ - ’ s- ’ r a t s -  _i us-

a,. - ’-:, s- . s - c c n -  s- -s - as - -n a ’s - s - s - s - s - s - s - C s - a s - i  s-i s - s - s - o s - L a  c _ i a n - a s - lu  La_ i ’ ly  to i, :a s - s -a s - J [ s -  cU of’ nr a _ i r a

a’ - n ’s - i  a - - ,i , m a  s-s-a n - J i m a . ‘i s - a s -  s - ’ a s - ~~~

t~ s- s -L I .  s - i a _ i  a s -  _ i a m a a - l a -- ‘ s- s- - s-u - s-, - 
~i .” s- a s - i n -  _i ,s- a s - -

s - c a  -~~ n- , s -  La s-c i~ a c  or m ’ aa s - T s ,[c i - ,~~~ 1, a ’ s - s - s - s -a s - s - m s - m i ’  a _ i s -  - , a . a s - - s -  i ,  s- . - -
~

s - a a o v ’ - . n- _is- s- - a-n -s - s - b  t o  Cs- -o s-  ,L ‘ s - , s- s- a s - a ’ .’ - ‘cs- ’ia -s- s- n - r a i i ,- - ’ s - -  L O  S i s - s -  a

a s - s -a s - - c 0 ’ s - I s -C _isi tn l’lo . ‘I’ s - a -  a - _ i s -’ s - s -n _ i a  , s-, i.i ’ y - L a  -

I

I ’ s - s - c l ’ s -  s- - a s -  , , (‘s - i ’  a s -  s- - • 

~~~“ “s-”- - ,,, ., . , ,  -~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



as-s- i

Lao s-s-ny s-s-s- s-L a’ir iifica nt degree u n t i l  t s - s - c  f i r s t  s - s - cs - os - a  o f  i f _ i s -s - e s - n i _ i s -

s - s - i s - e n  freeziny temneratures arrived . Althou~ ks- the  f roz c s-s-  y r _ i L - r n - a s -  -

‘
as- l s-i s-s- s-’l - s -n o b i l i t y ,  i t  caused o t he r  ~‘-c_ i h i c a n s - a  s- - i s - r h  as - -  d i f f ic a a l  I s-,’
s t _ i n  ma ia’s -s - s -vehicle  c’ s - s - s -s-- s - i rs - cs - s - a , fr-os-s-n iubi-’ican t , a, a On s-n ’ s-i: -s -a s- s- .s - of  a l l

3 s - j
caliber as-id co ld—re la ted  inj ur ies  airaony the tr oops- .

The month of November saw Army Group Center  cont i sn -u s-a-

to a t tack  in the d i rec t ion  of Moscow . While s-os-os - I ’ s-es-s toward

the Soviet capital continued to be made it was veas-’s-s-r , v_ is- f

slow. All along the front Soviet resistance was stronger than

ever before . The situation of Army Group Center on 22 . iovs- , a - s - i . s -.- n-

ia - a l-es-’haps illustrative of the entire month. ACC_ is -s-,ai na’,s -to

I ’s-aides-, von Bock h ims-n -e l f  had personal ly  taken cl-s-al’s - s - c ’  of L a T h s -,-

L a - a s - t i _ i  fo r  I ’-loscow from an advanced command ~n - o s t .  “ von Bock

com pares-s-n tin -s-a situation with t i ’ s - ’  La of t in -c f- l as - a - r i ca , n - c b s - n - ’ - , L a s - s - c  i’s ’ s-

battalions- La s - s - a t  cots-id be thros-~~ in turned the s - _ i l _ i s - s - s - n a ’.

Seve s- -ai l ( ‘lays earlier von Brauchitsch axis-i Halder i s - o t i s -  ca--i ’ s - t i n s -! L a s -’ - - . ,

cancel- -a s - about the s-ar’os -n -prc t s- of s _ i - s - s - i s - s - c ;  N_ i n ’s - c o w . “ l i e  Ly on

,‘ s-.-_ is -s-ciai tsc h j is very impatien t because our cs- ’s - _ i s - s - C Cs- of ~~c s - t t ii s -~~

‘39— T i n _ i s -  i s - s - i a’ s-s-c’ Is- o C I i ’ s - a’s- s - s -a ,  - . a [ n - a s - ,  i_ - i  a l ’ s - s - n - ”  a_ a t - o s - a  I’ - s - s - a s -  ,

s - s - s - E tcml,i, a ac’ . - “s - s - a .  a n o s - ’n s-as-i - - - - s - s - s - m i s -, of  s - s - _i- s - s - i  i s - s - s - s - n  s - I ’  i s - ! s - s-~~ i s- -  n is- : s- s- s--

“a ’ s - 1 . _i s - s - ion - s - a ’ r c ’qus-i i n - c - s - i  s- , a , s - l , n ’i ’ i s- i  s--U I i n s - ’ i a ’ s - s - s - i  n -in” s - a ’ a - a - ) . ’ ’ - a ’

i s - n - i is -. : -  -e I _ i  - -lan l,’or s - a - a s -  , ‘ - i a I I c ’ s - s - a ss -  . s - I s -  as - j, s - s -  - - i,j a’s-a a ,  ‘ ‘ a ’ -  - . 
- a - 

s- -

- ‘ ‘ c s - -s - c - s - I s -  - i , c s - a l L ’ i c ’a .’ a ~~~ ‘ s - u i ’ s - .- ’ ’ C a a a i y  a l ’ s - i a s - a i - ,s - s - a ’  i t ,’ I L - a - , , :

a ’ s - .  - a s - a ’ La a ‘_ ils- s - n a - ‘- a -os- m a c  L a s -  , s- ’ a , s - a a a n a a  a s - a  on , ‘s - a - i s - I  a - s - a  l o s - a , ,  a- - s - - i  s- ’ a s - a u  a’s- a —

m is -a  a ‘( I a’ ) I - I i s - a ’s- s - s - a- an ’.s- I a s - _ i a  ‘ I ,  . Is - ’oj  - s- s- n-s - n - c n , a - s - l a  - , s - i s - s - a  1 - n a ’s- ‘ - 
- 

- ‘ in -i  a \ s- a ’ a ’ s -  n- . -

s - h i s - i  a ’ i a L a j ’ s - c’as -  s - I a - , ’s- j j i n - - ’ s-- s - u n ! -  L a i a a ’- c p a s - :n a . i s - ) a ’s- 0 !  s-i s- a s - e r  c l o t i a . i s - s -s--
I s- [ t a - s - s - i s - -- a ou t s - a s - ’ of As - a  s - a s - : ’ L ~~dc L o i s - s- s - a ” i °1 s-’i .  Al -u  l a s -  I i ’ s -  C s - - a s -s - c s - s - a s -

1 ’ ,’s - a a s - s - -’r  Ls- i s - l e a - ’, p .  2~ k s - s - a s - s - I s - s -- n ’ s-u “ s - s - a ’s- a s - C O  to I i n _ i ’  l ’ s- i s - c - a s - - s - a - a s -  ira L a s - a _ i
ns - s - c a s - s - s - a l y  s- s-/ s-a is-s- em .

s - u  
D i c i s - ’ s -, - , Vol. V’i i , p .  1s-s-’ a ’ , S I ’  Nov s - s - s - I ’s- ’ i s -n -- s- a l .



closer to l’ioccow are ys-owinn-y less ~~ d L. a- a ’ s - a  • A question of

s--a-ill poworL”

The conc ern of OKH fo r  s - i s - c  b a t t le  before  Moscow a- s- s-s- _i

fur ther  c xi s- i b it e d  at the Orsha conference  on 13 No v ca -a a ab _ i - a-

The con f erence was called by Ha l_ icr .  The three ar-my s - s - T o _ i s -  -

and the subordinate armies sent their  chiefs  of staff. The

s-s-us-pose of the conference was to det cra -s-s-s-irs-e as-j I: c s -t Iic-r o f f s - a r n - _ i i n - ’s-,.
s - — s-

os-s-erations should continue or he halted unt i l  s - s - s - i ’s-s-s-i r a ’ s - .  ‘ “ T.a a c

general feeling was that the attack should continue , in Army

Group Center, the prospect of continuing the fiyka t was far

better than spending the remainder of the winter in the open

so near Moscow.

Continue the offensive throughout Russia they di_in- .

While it may be speculated that it would have been bett- ns-

to withdraw to defensible positions, shorten su s-r_i
’s-ly l,’i,an-c :” n-s - ia ,

rebuild r e d u c e d — s t r e n g t h  combat  un i t s- . This- woula) r n - - s - us- s - / a s - s -La

t i n -_ i  same .s-;round wou ld have t o ‘in-c retaken in t am - ” ‘‘ s- l as - , s-~~~_i

,s-”-s -  -os~ s -oc  t no t looked upon favorably by soldica -s - s - a . There s - - c s - s - _ i -  -‘

still the jn-ossibili Lay that tb_i’ “is-a t ic,s-ttaliomi” s - - a - c s -s - a s - L i b r - c_ is - i- , --

through to Moscow .

Is-lih.d p. i s - -8 , 18 N _ i s - c - m i s - s - a ’  l9~~l.
s- s - 2  

p. is-2, 13 a’ OV s- ” s- s - s - i a a s - s -  l9- s- -’ l.

!JI~~rncy li n ’~ s - . s - !, c s - u ’ a t  i s - l o s - s - c _ i -s--c , p .  j u s - ,

‘- —- .- ‘
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On 27 Novcs-rnber the Chief Supply as- s-ca A s - s - s - n - i s - n - j s - t s - _ i t s - s -’s-’a-

O f f i c e r  of OKH reported to General Haider, “We are at the end a

of our resources in both  personnel and material. . . . Si t cs-s-s--

tion a”s-articularily difficult nor-tb of Moscow .”

The last few days of November and early December s-n -

Army Group Center simply grind t0 a is-a l t .  Uni t s  were to the

r’oint of being combat ineffective as a result of casualties

and equipment losses. Temperatures were as low as -s-40 begi n-s-c’s

Fahrenheit. Casulaties from frostbite were becoming s-s-aOs-e

nurs-nerous than those resulting from enemy ac t ion.

On 6 December Soviet uni t s  facing von Bock ’ s Army

Group launched an a t t a c k. Although i t  was -s-a not  of a s -u f f i c l c s -n - t

s ize or force  to drive the Germans- from the b a t t l e f i e l d  i t

was c a ’ s-n -P ie of rareventing any further ser,s-. oa s - :s - attempt s-- b y s - c s - n - n

Bock to capture Moscow duri n ’as - s - the winter of 19s-’i1-1 91--s-2 . The

Sovie ts  had managed to a-s- s-t om the t i a ’k’ s-na ! m a l t Ac ’ s - n a y  Group

C c ’ a s - t e r  in the suburbs of Mo an - cow.

-1

~~
4

i ia i s -/ c r  Diary, Vol. VII, p. 183, N ?  Non- es - s - a b a- -a ’ l a / Il .
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CHAPTER VI

CONCLUSIONS

After the Russian counterattack of 6 December ha l ts-

Army Group Center , Field Marshal von Bock conducted a length ’s- ;-

analysis of his failure to capture Moscow. His diary record s-s-n ,

in his own words , “ that  three factors have led to the present

d i f f i cult  crisis.”
1 This en t ry  in von Bock’ s diary is very

s - ai s -’-’nifican t in that  while s t a t ing  there were three reasons

for his failure he actually included a fourth reason at the

end of the en t ry .  According to von Bock , the three causes

of the de fea t  were , (i) the autumn muddy seas-on t ha t  prevent_ i ’d

movement of troops and supplies; (2) the is-c-or h ighway and

rail network led to a complete breaks-s-s-own of the supply s-s -v s-tens -a -;

and (3) a serious underestimation of Russ-ian strength——no t

only men but material as well.2 After ,Lscns-s--sing the above

factors von Bock, in what appears- ‘o be an a f t e r t h o u g h t,

added his fourth reason for fai lure. He wrote ,

Last August , the road to Moscow s-- s- s-s-s-s clear ; we could
have entered the capital in a’- a .. s -na ’s -a ea: ’ weather s-un -s-i t n —
umphantly. The military l c s - a i c s - ’ s - ! s - a Lp of the Fat s- s-c-s-land
made a grave m i s t a k e  when it  required my As-;a a y Cs-au - Lao
adopt a position of defein~:’as -” last August. Now all of us-:
must n’s -ny for that error-.

1 _
s-u .n - a Bock Diary , 8 i s - e c cm n b cr  iL’s--Il .

3lbid .

I
s-
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IWhile  i t  appears tha t  von Bock’ s- f i s -” s-t  this-ce s-en -s-_ ions

z 0 s- s - ’ f a ilur - s-s-s- are valid , bn-in s-a c,’c! on s -is - u m ars-nor in s--s - I s - i  a ” h’i 11 a” ’ - .s- s a s - ’

a cquired to conduct the c~~npai a m s - , Is-Dc- as- a_ il_ i cause of s-lao [‘n - il i s - n - ,- - ,’

to  capture Moscow rests- in the fourth factor mentioned by ~~~~

LcO Ck -- not pressing the a t tack  during August 1941.

From the earliest days of the planning for Operation

i3arbarossa the leadership element of the Army, von Ps-_ i’s-cs-i ‘Las - cs -,

ani Halder , ident i f ied  Moscow as an ob jec t ive  in the c ar s - s -n - -n - s - s - s--n

and considered i t  to be key to the success of the en t i re

ks - s - as s-s- ian  operation . Numerous actions were taken wits-n-in tin-c OKH

to insure that  Army Group Center  would be s-Lns-s-trument of success

for the German Army. Several examples of these act ions- s-c s-s-a s-- ” .-

the selection of the zone of operation for von Bock that

provided him with the best road and rail net s-a-os-i-s-_i for rest s-_ i- ly

purposes and maneuver, the assignment of grow’s- -a s- arias-i a i s - -’ so, ,’-

bat uni ts  to Army Group Center was greater than to either of

the f lanking Army groups individually, an_il finally, t i s- c

s--ic t ions of Halder and von Brauchitoch during July and As--a- -s - a t

to influence Hitler to allow von Bock to continue attackins-

toward Moscow rather t han diverting major portions of As-as-ay

Group Center to other  missions .

While the mi l i t a ry  leadership element of the German

Army viewed Operation Barbaros-as-sa and Moscow in 1.1 - s-li t of

mil i t a ry  object ives, Adolp is- Hi t ler  j o _ i s - s - c s -, ] at “s - s - a _ i .  ar_ i  ii’s- a

d i f f e r e n t  manner. Hi t le r  sough t pol i t ica l  and c c o a a o na , i c  objec-

t ives in his plan for than - conquest of the Soviet i - s - a s - as - ,’ . his - .’
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s--as -n-ted to quickly join forces with  the Finns in the n_ irs - in - an- -

seize control of the agricultural and industrial area in as-h-s -

south. The primary concern of the OK/i and 0KW along with the

tactical commander (von Bock) was-a to destroy the military

fo r c e s  of the Soviet Union as quickly as possible . Thi s- ms - a

tary objective cer tainly could have been realized at Mosc os - - .

Everyplace else in the Soviet Union the enemy could have

:etreated before the German Army. It was only at Mo scow tha t

the Russians had to stand and f igh t.

One only needs to examine a 1940 s-nap (see Map i) of

the Soviet rail network to ascertain that Moscow was the hub

of the entire sys t em in European Russia. In addi t ion  to he i r s- .

an important industrial center i t  was the seat of all rs-ovc-r”n-s-- -

mental power in the Sov i_ i t  Union . It was a t Moscow tha t tb ’s - s -

Sovie t Army would have to fis-”s-kn- t and the Ger ’as - s -ara m I l i t a r y

leaders saw the opportuni ty to destroy the hulk of those

forces——the u l t i m a t e  o b j e c t i v e  in mi l i t a r y  o s - - c -r a t i o ns -.

While it may be argued that the s-:olitical and econoaa ’s - ± r

obj ectives held by Hit ler  wei-e of importance to Germany, one

must consi_ic-r, in this instance , that the military objective

was of greater significance. Had the military objective bc-- s - s - n -

accomp lished it is reasonable to state that  the ob jec t ives-  l a s -

the political and economic area_i would have bc’s-s- -n n ciai a ,s-’va ,- s - a s - s - i s - _ i .

The fall of N_ is-s-s-cow aloa’a~’, with s- I s -n - ’ decisive s- s- c ’fa a -u ts- of  t i a ’,s-

d ef e n d ia n- - ;  Red Army would have re a s - i a l t e d  in s - a s -” in-oil L i  c s - s - i  s - i s - i s - I

economic o’s--jec tives- Ps -s-i s- a s - ; s-s-a’cus-rd ns-s-Js-ortly L ac s - s-- s - a  1k a ’ s - ’ .

L -~~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ —- -—~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~ - - ~~ -~~~~~- ~~~-- - - - - -
~~~~
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;-:s- -, - t bn -~ s- the  ob jec t ives , m i l i t ar y ,  po l i t ical , and economic ,

could have s-s-eon held and dev e l o a ’s - s - s -d by s-Ts--s- a’ r -oaany is anothe r-

matter and subject to conss -LCoa- _ii’al_ i speculation.

The principle of the  o b j e c t i v e, as outlined earlirs--r’ ,

stresses that the ultimate objective in mi l i t a ry  cwn- _ i-aig a- s- s

is- to destroy the enemy forces in battle and tha t  decisive

defeat breaks the enemy ’s s-a-ill to resist. The end resul t  is

tha t  the enemy is forced to seek peace on the  tes-ms of thc

victor. This the German military leadership understood and

at~~a-n - s - gted to apply. The problem in app l y i ng  the pr inciple

of the o b j e c t i v e  lay in Hi t l e r’s re fusal to allow the Arss-y

to control  operations on the battlefield . Hitler failed to

follow the advice presented by his senior military advisors

and required Army Group Center  to engage in operat ior’ s- s- s-  ti ’s-at

did not directly contribute to attainment of  the u l t ima te

objective--the Battle of Kiev, for example.

The military leadership acquiesced to Hitleaa” knowing

that his orders wore not is-Cs-ely to produce the - ‘ Ic-sired vie—

t_iry. The attem pts- by von n- Us-’_is-mc.I s-i ts-c/s-, s- is - ’s - i s -’s - s-s-r , V_ ii’s- Pock _ i m - s - s -~

Cs-as - b rian in July and A s - s -- ’s -,s- s-,.; La l)~~l t o ~c s - ” ,s-’s-s -s- as -ts- ’ )s- as - i t s - i c - a s - ’ to c_ i ,- ’ —

La - n_ i_ i Lais - o  ‘a  ‘- s-Lye on f s - b _ i s -’ac os - i  as-a’s-,- s i ’s-aL-s - s - i a a s - ; cs -s -s -s -s - s- . lu. - I l_ i - i La s - a s - s - a - c’

c - e s - s -oral o f f i cc -a’ a ’a ado/n -ted a s - a  Lj ’oa’i - s-,s-’ r s - s - at _ is - i a’s- jai s-s-s- tn-- s-s-id of 1” a ’ - i s - ’ s- ’ s- --

ing I s - ic - - a as-s-s-c-lvos- to cars-yi a a s-’~ out ILL  t i e s-  - ,  s o;- ac’ xcn- s - i as -,s- ulls- i ‘s - s -n e

ols--b ect ive might Is-ave b c - s- s - a  ob ta ined.

In conclusion, l , I a s - ’ - German fai lure t o c s - t ; d _ i a a ’s- ” _ i s - s-~~~~~s-~’

s - b _ i s -  jy s- s - s- n - _ i s - - i s - I  War II was a failure to C ,m -- o f -as - - L’ly a b s - b - i ’ s -  l b s - a ’

_ _



~~~~~~~~~

-

~

-

~~~~~~~~~~~~~

-

~~~~~~~~~~

-—-  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

‘5)

s- n - r ’ s-L n ’s - C ± s - ” lc s - ’  of the o b j ec t i v e . i-is-s-C Is - / ’s-u m i l i t a r y  been al l ows - s - - s -/  s - u

a s -~ s- i- ’s-L a~ L i an - objectives n-be t a  - s - a s - L a s - e s - b  ,i as- ‘ - -‘s-a n- ’- s- ’ ra n - s- _i- -  n a b  s - a ts-s- Cf

e xe r c i s e_ i , the cu LLs - o s - s - a u  of the /3_ i t’ I i s- ’- of Mos -s-co s--i s- f l_ iy  i - - s - - i l  s - s - _ ia’-

been d i f f er e n t .
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APPENDIX 1

THE MARCKS PLAN

Prepared by Major General Erich Marcks, August 1940

S~urce: Barry A. Leach, The German Strategy Against Russia
(Oxford : Clarendon Press , 1971), pp . 249-54.

The purpose of the campaign is to strike the Russian Armed

Forces and to make Russia incapable of entering the war as

an opponent of Germany in the foreseeable future. In order

~o protect Germany against Russian bombers Russia must be

occupied to the line lower Don—central Voiga-north Dnieper.

The main centers of the Russian war economy lie in the food-

and raw—material—producing areas of the Ukraine and Donets

Basin and the armament industr:Les of Moscow and Leningrad .

The eastern industrial regions are not yet productive enough.

Of these areas Moscow constitutes the economic , political, and

spiritual centre of the USSR. Its capture would destroy the

coordination of the Russian state.

The War Zone:

Moscow will be protected from the north and west by great

forest and marsh areas which extend from the White Sea south-

ward past Leningrad , via Vitebsk to the line Kobrin-Lu t~ k-

Kiev. Their southern part, the Pripet Marsh, d±videz the

frontier zone into two separate operational areas. The

forest is most extensive between Leningrad and Moscow and in

91.
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the Pripet Marsh. Through its narrowest and somewhat bro1cen

central region pass the main roads from Warsaw and East

Prussia to Moscow via Sluzk, Minsic, and Vitebsk.

South of the Pripet Marsh lies the open country of East

Galicia and the Ukraine. The terrain here is favourable for

combat but mobility is limited by the lack of roads (only the

main road via Kiev in an east-west direction) and by that

great obstacle, the Dnieper.

T2i0 land north of the Pripet Marsh is more favourable for

movement on account of its greater number of good roads, but

the Ukraine is more favourable for combat. In the north

battle will have to be confined mainly to the lines of the

roads.

Enemy :

The Russians will not do us the favour of attacking. We must

expect that the Russian Army will remain on the defensive

against us and that only the Air Force and the Navy, namely

the submarine arm, will attack. Russia will wage war by means

of a blockade. For this purpose a Russian breakthrough into

Rumania seems probable, in order to deprive us of oil. .~t

the very least, strong air attacks on the Rumanian oi1fi 1~~

must be expected.

On the other hand, the Russians cannot avoid a decision as

they did in 1812. Modern armed forces of 100 divisions cannot 

—----— ~~ - - - - — —~~-~~~~~~~~-—- ~~~~~~~~~~~~
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a~~an~~on the i r  sources of supply. I t is to be expected th at

th~? Russ:tan Arn’iy w:Lll s t and  tO  (JO b a t t le  ILI1 a h~ f( r f l 5  tv! j - o .  —

t i o n  pro t e c tink  greater  Russia a~id j r i 1 i - ~ eastern  Uhz~tIn;.

It will find a good defensive posi t ion on tb e line Dvina ar

far as Plozk—Beresina-the Pripet Narsh—Zbrutsch-Pruth or

* Dniester . This line is already partly fortified . A with-

drawal to the Dnieper is also possible. In front of this

line the Russians will probably fight delaying actions only.

hus.oia has at present 151 infantry divisions, 32 cavalry

ivisions , 38 motor-mechanized brigades. In the oninion of

ths 12th Section it will not be possible to increase this

total a~~ rcciably by next spring. Of these forces the follow-

ing are tied down:

34 infantry divs., 8 ca~ralry divs ., 8 ~n o t .  ~ I C C i i .  bUc~~.

against Japan;

6 infantry divs., 1 cavalry div., against Thrkcy;

15 infantry divs., 2 mot. mech. bdes. against Finland

55 infantry divs., 9 cavalry divs. 10 mot . mech. bdes. in

to ta l .

This leaves against Germany : 96 infantry divs., 25 caval -v

divs., 28 mot. mech. bdes.

D i s t r i b u t i o n  of Forces:

At present the concentrations lie on the outer win s in the

Ukraine and the Baltic States . The forces are almost cv~ iil y

divided south and north of the r’I ’ir- :! t ~~~~~~~ wi :li a reserve

—- 
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around Poscow. This form of distribution can also be czpectc-L

in the event of a war with Germany. Whether a concentration

is built up north and south depends upon political deveic --

ments. The s t rength in the north will probably be hept

greater than in the south.

The Russian Army could build up a mobile reserve of tank

brigades, motorized divisions , army artillery, and cavalry

divisions , which with good leadership co~zld nave significant

effects. But there is so far no sign of such a force. Because

~~e Russians no longer possess the superiority of number s

they had in the World War, it is more likely that once the

1ora~ , extended line of their forces has been broken through

they will be unable to concen;rate or coordinate counter-

measures. Fighting in isolated battles they will soon ccL~ J.

to the superiority of the German -troops and l e ad e r s hiv .

Own Troops:

Allowing for occupation forces in Norway, Denmark , ani th

lilest the following should be available against Russia nce t

sering : 24 Panzer divisions , 110 infantry and m o u n t a i n

divisions, 12 motorized divisions, 1 cavalry division.

Total : 147 divisions .

Conduct of the Campaign :

Owin - to the size of the combat sone and its dir nion ig the

F-ni pol; Marsh a decision w i l l  n ot  be achieved in a single

Ua~ tlc ’ again st  the Puseiai i A ir  p .  m i t  - rily, it wil l  be

g 
~~~ .~~~~.~~~~• T:•:~~~~~~ • •~~ •• rvr : T ~~~~ T~~~~~~~~~~ . _ . - 
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necessary to divide ass advance a.;airw t the tw o  main wart. of

the Russian Arm y sesara te ly  w i t h  t i i c -  o b j e c t  of un it is ,~ ia tw ~.

fo r an operat ion to reach t1~e o ther side of the great  gores

~-e -:L on.

Oeorational Intentions :

The main force of the German Army will st r ike  that part of

the Russian Army in northern Russia and will take ioscow. It

will advance from the line Brest-Litovsk—Insterburg towards

Rogachev—Vitebsk . South of the Pripet harsh weaker forces

~.‘±ll prevent the advance of the enemy southern group towards

Rumania by an attack towards Kiev and the middle Dnieper.

They will also prepare for subsequent cooperation with the

main forces east of the Dnieper.

The a t t a c k  on the Russian forces di  the Ukraine is made us-

avo idable by the need to defend the Rtunanian o ilf i eld r  • If

the main forces of the Germ an Army could s t r ike  fr om Rumania ,

wi th  support from northern Hungary , Galicia and sou th— cac~~cr i

Poland , the y could develop the most  decisive, major o f fen s iv e

across the Dnieper to Moscow. But neither the political

s i tua t ion  across the Balkans n o r  the s t a te  of the railways

and roads in Hungary and Rumania permit the concentration ()

• large Gc~wian forces in those countries before 1 he o u tbr ea k  of

war. Only an attack from Galicia Sand south Poland towards

Kiev and the middle Dnieper can be carried out WJ th any cer-

t a i n t y .  This attack cannot be the main opera t ion  because the

~

-- • - -— — -

~ 
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is too narrow and the Lis tanc o to i io scow too w-ua t .  r i o . ;-

ever , it should be cai-ered out w i t h ~ i~t F ~ c~~~r i i  i’o~ - c e ;  ~o

aci~~Leve  uri c dcst r -uc t ion i  of t h e  en iriy in th e  Uk! n i  n- and Lii  -

c L -oss~~n of the Dniener - . It sho u ld la t er be e; Tcen cci in close

cooperat ion with the main operat ion north of the Pr ipe t  han ii

e i ther  towards Kharkov or nor th—eastwards. Its main concen-

t ra t ion  must be in the north ; it~ main objective Kiev . The

ter rain  is generally favourable there , especially for  teci:s .

Three lines of defence will have to be overcome before Kiev.

.ne  a t t ack  from Rumania should not , however , be abandoned even

though the political s i tuat ion migh t prevent a concent ra t ion

there before the start of the campaign . An army should be

made ready in the Reich to move the wheeled elements of its

Panzer and motor ized divisions and the necessary a r t i l le ry  a r

the start of the war through Hungary to defend Rumania durin~

the derloyment of German a t tack ing  fo rces there . Tii~ main

a t t a c k  of the Army will be directed from nor th  Polan arid

East Prussia towards Moscow . There will he no other  decis~~ve

orera t ion because prior dep lo~~nent in Rumania is not pow . 1}kLe.

An extension to the north would only lengthen the march anc

finally lead into the forest area north-west of Moscow . The

main purpose of the offensive is to strike and destroy two

mass of the Russian northern group before, within, and ore

of the forest area by means of a direct  thrus t  town~ s h o w ’  cm: .

Then from Moscow ~nd north J-iussia it will turn so u t h w a r d .  1 ,

in co on c r -at i o n  w it h  the German southern g .wotm , conquer tic
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UkraIne and f inally reach t i le  line  ~~~~ tov—iioi:ki-Ai ci i ru i ;el . b

cover the no r th  flan1c of this on e r at i on  a 57-ocia i  fares- r’rli

be di rected across the lower i) v i n~ towrm iws r~: o v  ar id Ler~i n r - C’: •

As in Poland and the West success mu s t  be soog ht  by means o .

su rrrise and speed . The conduct of operations is so conceived

tha t in all armies mobile format ions  in the fir s t wave will

break through the Russian troops in f ron t  of tho river and

f o r e s t  defences  and , supported by the L u f t w a f f e, c o n t i n ue  thc

advance to seize corridors through the forests and river

srossinas . Following close behind some of the  i n f a n t r y  div±-

sions wi l l  seek to divide and d e s t r o y  the out i7larikc ’r i  enemy,

while o t h e rs making use of all means of t ransporta t ion  will

f o l l o w  the mobi le  troops in order to secure ~uid vstdnr t h i ’ i r ’

successes . Some will also ~jo through  the Pr-j et Na~-whe::

rnak±n ’ use of available roads and railways (armoureci trains

wi th  Russian rail gaugeL)  in order to a t t a c k  the enemy ’ s rear .

The f ac t  tha t  the w i d t h  of the combat  zone will increase L L m l

t i m e  c o n t i n uat i o n  of the at tsclc oeccscitates the bt-i •n~ in

o - : - u s  a em r — n : e m - ’j ,  - i  p 1 ,  51 W;j 7.1 i s —  ~~~~~~~~~ icr y e i  I U : ’  i t  I i s ’S -

S ,; :crIe-~~c . ‘ant  cwT t r i p e e ; : w  s u ~11 Ut:  i r i r n : - i h , i  • - l y

a v~~r in- ~L - Lu  1: is -  rio , - L i  - ‘ii ~u ‘ny P 05 , r i m  p e r :  1; IL L ‘o ri.Lio ’ - —

-5 Lu - 1  -r m r U L  Ii ow o - i ~ ’ ‘Cam! anr~ nIl  so- r i m s  ar:J or so

b m i . r m I .  L b m e ~’ r e t : r ii-i foc-c - y oLk silly ; ‘O’•1~~’C .

Aiiocn c l an  of fo rce  : ( h i i i i i ~ i~~r v )

- - - -~~~~ - -~~~•- --~~~~~~—- - - -~~~~ .~~~~~~~~~~~ --~~~~~~~~~~~~ -~~~~~~~~~~ - --—- -- - - - —~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ — --
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~~~r ,r Gr ou :-  - 5 l ’s .,  6 m o t . ,  24 in f .  dir-s .

~~~ :r ,-’ Groun — l~ i s. ,  I r io t .,  ‘0  l m m f .  1 cay . div .

‘~~Jo n’th ’ * I ’

Army h e s e r v c- -4  Ps . ,  4 m o t . ,  36 i nf .  H

Total  — 24 Pz , 12 m o t . ,  110 :i i i f . 1 cay . div .  1-

*Th e nor thernmost  army—-3 Pz., 12 in f .  divs .

Signed: Marcks

~
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~
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THE L OS S I h~I-~G STUDY

resares  b y LTC Bernhard von L o cs h e rg ,  1~ Ses-tc-rrker 1940

Source: Barry A. Leach , Tne German Strategy Against Russia
(O;:ford : Clarendon Press, 1971), pp. 2.i5-62.

Opera tions  S tudy  Eas t

The aim Df a campaign agains t Soviet  Russia  is to -rst~~ey t~~ e

::a~~ of the Sovie t Army in W e s t -~ r -n Russ ia , t o p r e v e nt tee

wj t hj p aw a l  of ba t t lew o r t hy elem en c 5  into  the h ü r t h  of I - ’ur s i a ,

ans then , having cut western Russia  o f f  from the seas , to

advance to a line which will since the most  importan t part  of

Russia in our hands and on which it will be easy to fo rm a

sh ie ld  against A s i a t i c  Russ ia .  The thea t re  of opera t ions

a ra:Ln st  Russia  will  i n i t i a l l y  be divided by the  Pripet  M a :  ~~~~~

so tha t con tac t  be tween  the si-oups opera t ing  n o r t h  en- : sou !t~

of this area will  only be es tab l i she  in t h e  course of t e e

subsequen t battles.

The purpose of the fo l lowing Opera t ions  Plan is to L out he

basic considerations for operations in the nor th e rn  eli  -

s out h ern  areas and in p a r t i cu l a r  to e s t ab l i sh  a~r c r - o x J r a t e i y

where  the main t h r u s t s  will be loca te. h on each sec to r .

In addition to maps , notes on tim e Russian armed Uorc n and -ia n

po t en t i a l  are crncloLs: i an an annex [Miss ing] .  Repo r t s  on 1 i m ’ ~

:19
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I u s wj  zn o~ 1.1 t i c r t t i o r r r’ ar s  o::. i t e !  as us i~- c e s w a r -y .  Trier t: -Cr U

‘rel y ‘ i i s c o m r r i e c t c ”:l fi e l s  t o rt i f i c a ti on s  on ~iir o l :  ~ l l :  U~ I,

(1) ‘) )  w ’ - w L ’ ; r - n  ~ o r m t ~~’ .- i  . i~ r - i ~~.I n h i -  ~-epo~ i : :  o~ c- 1ac~~ing .

1:15 :II6I~~
- inc 1u s~u in Axme-r- s~ - -~- h o .  1 ~ r r m L r s i . j  gi.  err a su~ - -z- - v

ox cec  t ed  dis r 1 b uc i o n  of  tne huw s ia n  Army forrsatianw .

haul-s  be no teh  that i t  is e spec ia l ly  d i f f i c u l t  in b- :u ssir ’  ~c

-Pr  :-oa r -onah iy  accura te in te l l igence of the enemy.  F ew e r

a ssu mpt i o n s  about  the  Russ ian  order of r a t t l e  emoule  uc baser

u :on  the :~r ssent  sit u a t i on  as our own i n t e n t i o ne  become

arenr  to  the enemy. The pr e s en t  ~ uss~~an hineoEitione are

s ti l l  the r e su l t  of the recent  e v ent s  in Finland , tee  b a lt i c

St a te s , and Bessarabia.  However , the  f o l l o w i ng  may stress as

as c i a r - a c t e r i s t i c  o f  all Russ ian  -Jep loymr -nts :

1. Inese w o e s  no t  seem to be a m o hi li sa t i o n  in rhe tic, em

:::apner in whi ch r -o~sular wiv iw-ions  are hi-angs t up to fu l l

e st a b - i ± s h m e n t  an- :  reserve i i V  i s i O n S  set  u i .  The resula: A:

is now r a c t ic a lly  on a war f o o t i n g . Thi s maices it d i f f i c u lt

t o assess the  degree of readiness  and b a t tle w o r t h i n e s s  of the

d i f f e r e nt f o r m a tio n s .

2. The Russian comrn an ci s t ruc tu re  is so cumbersome and the

hu s s ia n  PiTh Co mmand ’ s u se o f t he ra i lway sys t em is  pr o b a r - l y

so inadequate tha t  any new dep loyment  wil l  lead to m a H o i -  H~. r -

f i c u i ’ i e s  and wil l  require  cons iderable  t ime .

• m~ t r: ’~ case of tension wicn G e rma n y  iii sr :ian ~ t~ - o i m g t

w i ll  - c -  i - i n n e d  down

(a) a,-airs - t F inland , hci-e too because of Germ an forces

in Norway; 

~~—-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ -- -  — - 
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(h )  on t :m  7itrrr rrx: ns b a r -  I c r ;

(c) in the Caucasus (unreliar le o~— il a  ion , he: St. 7’ ,

s e c u r i t y  o± the o i lf i elh s) ;

(

‘d) in tire Far East.

In a -sir- n airist Germany , hussia :mas , broasi ,- so-r asin5’, is

:oiiow±: .~ t hree cou r ses open:

i. in order to gain the i n i t i a t iv e  the Ru s s i a n s  m i r - h t

strike at tire initial stage of the- Ge- s iran - r e r l oy u e n t .

II. The Russ ian  armies mi g ht  r~cet  tee German a t t a c k  in the

-
~ a nt r a t i o n  areas near ’ the b or d e r  in order to hold t i s iir -

n e - - i s  accuireci norition on bo th  wings ( i . e . ,  on the  :: r tl t i c

an-i  i-lack Seas).

I I I . The 7-:ussians mi lit  u se  the  proved t a c t i c  of 1111 , fal l

sac ; :  i n t o  t h e  vastness of the interior in order to iris-o r t i e

s t r a in  of ion l in t- s of c on t n u ~ir e a t i o n  an-i 507 ! L y upon tee

invader- , a nt  only counter- —attack at : a later stage of the

s as:pai.’r:.

fi-ie~~e p o s s i b i l i t i e s  are assessed as fo llows :

Reference I above :

It is unlikely that the Russians will rink a major a L i t - t i n y ,

against East Prussia and the riorti part of the General Gover n-

ment as long as the bulk of the German Ann-,-- is not tic tic-sn

for  a long per iod on another f r o n t .  N e ith er  t h e  1os:ic~~- :- : iip

nor the troops are capable of  this. Limited operations

d i r e c t e d  e i t h e r  a rains t Finlans or Rumania are more 1i~celv . 

-— -——-----  - --~~—~~~~~~~~~ -—- ~.iil~
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A:i at tac it o:: -G:rL st r rc  - tu r i n  a pe r io d  of tension k-I ! LJ~ k - :  ::. c ;

i-:OL~~1 i  i n  no way im t — r o ~
- L - Russ-i::’ :- strategic osit ion . Cm . Lu-

r on  t i -tr y t i :e  o tcer corn i t t ci tigainr t F’inl~ ri wouls e i~

~n cr o a r e . i danger of bein , cu t  a Cf by t i n  attack of ti-me 0-: rrr-

r:c- r -th  m-iin d on5 the- i i a lt i c .  Tee d reams tance- s err Sr-U I

a R uss i a n  a t t a c k  on the Rumanian oilfields woul:t be di f f ~ r- ’~rt .

~:ere tee Russ ians  would have an rsr-rrtnrity to stni te a t  t i c

German supply base . Under c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n ces  the  err - ±0 ) -

meet of Russ ian  Air  Force would  su f f i c e  fo r  th is  p ur p u nc - . J r

c an s  of a ground at  tare.  th e  employment  of the conpas-at ivsi y

.strons and apparen t ly  good Ru ss ian  parmtciiutc- t r oor r s seem

lieely. It will i c  the  n r c - :  of t i n  f u tur e  Gernas M i l i t ar y

k i ss i o n  [in R um a niaj  to m oot  ru s h  a danger W I t e  the German

‘ t ra in ing  u n i t s ’ and by the or o n tz a t i o n  of  t ire -uma s i n :  Cop e-

tee-Espionage Service. The Military Mission will at the san e

time- be regarded as the Vanguar d of the Genm ari south wing Lfor

the attires on R u s s i a j.

R ef e - :- o n :c -  II above :

This solution seems to  be the mast likely, because it is

i r n sr o L - a h l e  t ha t  so s t rong  a military power as Ru s sia  w I r -

a cn e - do n  its most valuable and in part most recently acquit-c

t er r i t o r i e s  w i t h o u t  a fight. A vast withdrawal :-;culc: also

r -e su lt  in the ear ly  loss of the ground organLoat-ton Of  t he

Soviet Air Force which , according to available inteiligc-nce- ,

has been especially increased wont of the Dnie m -cr- .

- -  
_ _--—- - -
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in the care of such a -decis iofl the :-~U i-  a:: ic:p loym-  - m i t  cu e s- :

hate a certain resemblance to the p: c r e nt  d i rt r i u u  tioei 0!

forces , to which would be added str~o:!ier~ t7ovi~ t formations in

the t r u c r ia n_ P o l i s i r  ax e-a,  in slut .- of the tratu: e- ox the i:u .- rrr

railway network the central reserve uouid remain in the- hornet:

area . Such a decision , in W h iCh  t ee -  c- C ome l y  COmi :et s  5 t rO n ~

x or .a a t i o n s  to an early b at t l e , wop id  be most favour :;cie rut es ,

because a f t e r  d e f e a t  in the battles near t i :~ f :  a nt  i c r  t i -~:~

Rut sian leadership will hardly be ca~ able of w i t h dj  r i sing  the

whole Army in good order.

R e f e ren c e  III above :

The Russians  m i g h t  base their  operat ions plan from t i ic-  ~ te i~t

us-on the s t r a t e g y  of m e e t i n g  the Germ an at toes  w i t h  o : 1;  -ar e t

of the i r  s t r e n g t h  and c o n c e n t r a t i ng  the  mn rr r: r- in ~~e; — t h .  If 5-::- ,

north of the Pripet March the great barrier of the Dvirro are:

Inienor Rivers, broken only by a gae -of 70 hilorru- ter-r t o ot h

of Vieebsk , will f a c i l i t a t e  t h i s .  Such a decis-ioi:  wou le  h-c-

: ix ifavourable  to us , bu t  m u s t  be t a lcen i n t o  accoun t  as a

7o s si b il i t y.  On the o t h e r  hand , i t  is h ighly  uniii-:el y tire

i~-snsians will give up the essential Ukraine region.

A~~t r-m - r t ion  is d i r ec t ed  to the  m a ;  of the German and Ru ssian

- ad lways available for deployment and the relevan t no ten err-

closed as ~~~nex N o .  2 L m i s s : Lr r e m j .  These s-slate to tue iolio -:-

in :  r - i o posa ls  for our own o 1- e r at i o ns . The — )
~ r r u m  .-cport

we-r e  ba sed upon the compirf ion of the ~~i- c  i - i - ‘ ot to ’ Li 

. - ———~~~~~~~ - - ~— _ - - -
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d ep l o ym e n t  Eas t  ~~~. ii~~iic. tee Russian reports air n -- ru : J c c r i ,

t h e y  an s u- :me the  l L i ~~1ie5t par -  t i i- I e  ~: - c r f o i - m i r a m s  t- ~ in t n ;  u i . c -  of

r a i l w a ys  for  dep l o y m e n t  j .

A c c o u n t  : r m o u l d  be aken of t i m e  ; - r  o ba h i  Li t y  t i  e~~ :~~~: F-u: s7 an

r a i l w a y s  in the newly won Pol ish  areas have  r i l e  c r y  he- r . ch eer , - e :

to the Son-let gau-n an-i that tbi~~ o if f e r e nce  in go-age  c xxr ~ ~~~

severe L t r a n s p o r tj  p r o b l em s  for  us , especially after we hav e

won lax-ge tracts of territory. It will t:ic-refore be nc-cc-s a,-,-

to cut off and cap ture sufficient Russian rollin g stack , and

later to relay specific Russian liner to our gauge.

In all a da i ly  u e r - l oym e -n t  r a t e  of 7 divis ion:  can be -spec t - - ::

on t i r e -  German side and 5 d i v isi o n s  on the hu::sian sin- .

SJ ’n if i c a n t  f e a t ur es  of ire  1 r m n s i a n  r ai l w a y  n et w o rk ar -c t l ~

c o n v er g e n t u  on M o s c o w  and t h e  - e r  equ a t e  n o m - t h — s o u t i m  common —

cations , which w i l l  m e o - : e  it :  d i x  f i c u l t  fo r  thu  e-ne: rv  to r eg ro u n

behind the fr on t . Hopes -: e l i  German ope ra t i ons  m u st  -c

s t m : : - o x r t- ed in t h ei r  l a t e r  a m  a ;r s  by sc-h air-ic Russian rail-sat’.- ,

1: crcau::e in the v a s t  s - a c e s  a trar-enort :y st r r r  l e a s ed  ee l- - or:

ce rn - i s mu l l  h~ i ns uf f i c i e n t .

For Our Own 0r;erat!osm:

it i-c : i n c - c e sa t  y to decide whether’ tn:  m a i n  weigh - .i mOU l - .i

lii ’  i-io rth or s ou tU  of Lime i m i pet Mar:::;:. tie - ~n : i n c i r m  i oi - i t y

~houid leave no d o u b t  tha t Si  n x l  tanc-ous operations i - i ll  met

c o n d u c t e d  i n  b o t h  ar-ear.

_ _ _  _ _ _
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Fac to r s  f a v o u r i n g  the  main  we!.- t m t  in the North include the

considerably better c o m m - r i  t~ on:: l ot- deployment (see railway

conditions); the need swiftly to ~ieretro y the Russian forces

in the Baltic area; the comparatively good Russian railways

which run in the direction of operations ; the possibility ol

cooperation with Group XXI operating through Finland ; the f a c t

tha t Leningrad and Moscow lie within striking distance.

Factors favouring the main weight in the South include the

LRussianJ threat to Rumania; the possibility of supplying

-
~ German motorized units wi th  oil over the comparatively short

distance from the Rumanian ând , later, the East Galician oil-

fields, (however lines of communication are bad after crossing

the Russian border); the significance of the Ukraine .

The course recommended is to place the main blow in the North

and along the following operational lines:

Attack with two army groups from the general l ine  east  of

Warsai ~-Kon ip sberg , main weight to be w i t h  the s o u t h e r l y  arm y

group , dep loyed in the area of Warsaw and south-east Prussia,

which will have most of the Panzer and motorized f o r m a t i o ns .

A supply base for this will be established in the deployment

area during the winter (l940_ 2~1).

The Southern Army Group will launch its attack towards t he

gag between the Rivers Dvina and Dnieper to d&-stro y the

R us si a n  f o r m a t i o n s  in the Minak area and to break th rough  in

the  general direction of Moscow. The fact that the only

~~IIIII___ - - -- —- - -  — --- - - --- ----------------—--- -- -.--- - - ---- - --- -~~ — - —  — -rn— --—— -



lo~
coepleted Russian highway leads from Minsk to Moscow f a v o u r

t h e  c o m m i t m e n t  of the main weight , including strong .notoi LSL :

formations , in this direction.

The Northern  Army Group will attack from East Prussia a n i

across the lower Dvina River.

To achieve the basic aim (see opening sentence of s tudy), co-

operation between the two Army groups will  result in a turnin-

of forces from the southern (main thrust) army group to the

north depending upon the situation, possibly east of the Dvina,

in order to cut off the Russians facing the north wing. The

enormous spaces will then necessitate a pause in operations

for supply purposes .

Group XXI will form a separate group in the [far] north,

together with the army of the Finns, who it is anticipated will

be our allies. It will have the task of striking with part

of its forces from north-eastern Norway towards Murrnansk .

The main body of its forces will move on Swedish and Finnish

railways and under Finnish protection to southern Fin~and,

where it will pin down Russian forces and attack perhaps north;

of Lake Ladoga, at the latest when the German north wing (from

the Baltic States) is approaching Leningrad . There is a

bottleneck in the transportation route at Haparanda-Torneo .

This single-tracked stretch has normal gauge in Sweden and

broad gauge in Finland . The capacity on the Finnish side is

estimated at 12 to 16 trains.

- ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
—- - - -
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After setting aside a strong reserve for th e Commander-in-

Chief, one army group comprising about one-third of the entir

force, including a proportionate r m L m n m b c m -  of m o b i l e  f orm a t i o ns ,

will be available for the operational area south of the Prij-’

Marsh. This army group will have the task of destroying th.

enemy forces between the Pripet Marsh and the Slack Sea in a

double envelopment. It will subsequently occupy the Ukraine

and , after crossing the Dnieper, establish contact east of the

Pripet Marsh with the German forces to the nor th .  The s t r eng th

c rr--loyed in this thrust will depend upon the will to resist

st ill sho wn by the Russians.

The fact that the Russians will soon have internal problems

especially in the Ukraine will be of considerable advantage

to the operations in the south. With encouragement from our

espionage branch (Abwehr ii), this could result in damage to

the few railways links wi th  the area. Once the Ukraine is

occupied a ‘Government ’ responsive to our wishes will probably

be formed. This will ease the task of supervising the exten-

sive occupied areas.

The heavy, partly clay, soil of the Ukraine will make the

movement of motorized formations difficul t in rainy periods.

The nature of later operations involving the cooperation of

both main groups east of  the Pripet Mar-sh , and the selection

of the final military objective in terms of territory will

depend upon whether and when Russia suffers an internal

—-—- ---— --.-— ---.------——- -—----——- -~~~~~ ----—-
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collapse as a result of the initial German successes. Even if

in the industrial area in the Ur a l r~ . . . is taken into con-

sideration , it seems imposs ib le  tha t Russ ia  can rem ain capable

of resistance after losing her western territories and contmn— L

with the seas. The general line Archangel-Gorki-Volga (to

Stalingrad)--Don (to the Black Sea) seems feasible as the long-

range objective .

It should be noted that in spite of its strength the

Russian Air Force is not capable of uniformly directed , major

actions. It is more likely that it will commit its fighting

formations only to limited , tactical actions. The information

supplied to the Russian command by air reconnaissance will be

inadequate.

The task of the Luftwaffe , once it has eliminated the Russian

Air Force, will be to support the main German operational

thrusts towards Minsk, and on both wings of the southern army

group. Due to their importance for the [successfu l conduct of

the German] operations the railways will ho protected ,

especially at vulnerable places such as river crossings .

By their skillful employment and concentration on the most hn-

portant locations (e.g., railways . . .) parachute and air-

borne troops will be able to land at far greater depth in

Russia than was possible under the conditions prevailing in

the West, [Air] attacks on Russian industry will not be

possible during the main [land] operations. However, upon

the attainment of the final objective it will be possible to

bomb the tiral region.

L .   
-
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collapse as a result of the initial German successes. Even if

in the industrial area in the Urals . . . is taken ifl~~e con-

sideration , it seems impossible that Russia can remain c- r-al lc

of resistance after losing her western territories and cont:~-

with the seas. The general line Archangel-Gorki-Volga (to

Stalingrad)--Don (to the Black Sea) seems -feasible as the lon;~-

range objective .

It should be noted that in spite of its strength the

Russian Air Force is not capable of uniformly directed , major

actions. It is more likely that it will commit its fighting

formations only to limited , tactical actions. The information

supplied to the Russian command by air reconnaissance will be

inadequate.

The task of the Luftwaffe, once it has eliminated the Russian

Air Force, will be to support the main German operational

thrusts towards Minsk, and on both wings of the southern army

group. Due to their importance for the [successful conduct of

the German] operations the railways will ho protected ,

especially at vulnerable places such as i--:i ver c r os s inr ~s .

By the i r  sk i l l ful employment and concentration on the most i; -i-

portant locations (e.g., railways . . .) parachute and air-

borne troops will be able to land at far greater dep th in

Russia than was possible under the conditions pi-ovail n~ in

the West. [ A i r]  attacks on Russian industry will not be

possible during the main [land ] operations. I-Iowovo I , upon

the attainment of the final objective it will j)(~ p O S S i i) i  to

bomb the  Ural region.
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For ttie employment of the Navy one must consider the  coastal

character of the Baltic waters which rules out the employment

of major surface forces against the Russian fleet and its bases.

The major task of the Navy will be to secure our own coas t ti

waters and to close the exit from the Baltic against an

at temp t by Russian naval forces to break out.

The transportation of iron ore through the Baltic will probably

be reduced by the numerous Russian submarines and motor-

torpedo boats. The Russian fleet , including submarines , will

-ease to constitute a threat only when German army operations

reach the naval bases, including Leningrad . Then the sea

route can also be used for supplying the north wing. Before

that lasting and secure sea cora-nunications between the daltic

States and Finland cannot be expected.

Finally it remains to be examined whether and to what extent

a campaign against Russia really must be prepared during the

coming autumn and winter even if England is not yet defeated .

It is important that Russia must not be made aware of the

threatening danger before the conquest of England and thu s

provoked into countermeasures (Rum ania, stopping of economic

deliveries). The forces available to Army Group B from the

end of October (35 divisions) are fully adequate to safeguard

the eastern territories and to keep Russia under sufficient

military-political pressure . Should the forces in the East

undergo continual further reinforcement then the Russians will 

-~~- ~—~~-- - -fl- —-— - -  -~~~ - -~~ -~ - -~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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feel themselves to be threatened and take counteL-.neasur- cs.

Militarily there is no reason for us to push a further wave

of the deployment to the East until the operation is almost

due to begin . The poor accommodation situation in the General

Government also discourages such a decision. It would be

feasible to station more troops in the German eastern provinces,

but this does not yield any advantage. The German railway

system is superior to the Russian and so efficient , especially

in the interior , that it makes no difference whether the

forces earmarked for deployment are in Pomerania-Brandenburg-

Silesia or in West Germany. The further we keep our fprces

from the real concentration area the greater the surpi’ise we

will achieve over the Russians with the comparatively swift

German deployment . It is, therefore , important to start all

preparations which serve the needs of a swift concentra½:ion at

a later date (use of roads and railways--Programme lOtto t)

and of supply (prior assessment , stockpiling of fuel). After

a survey of buildings of cultural value on the rail and road

routes  thought should be given to measures for their protection,

i . e .,  restoration, and in some cases such measures should be

carried ou t .  An increase in railway troops should be consider-

ed .

The maintenance of secrecy will require that all questions

associated with a campaign in the East should be restricted

to the smallest possible number of persons in the High Command

and formation commands.

—-- - - - ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ -
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Annexes:

a. Maps:

1. Distribution of German and Russian armies (August l9~40).

2. German and Russian railways available for dep loymer~

(Report attached).

3. Sketch map of proposed operations.

14• The Russian armament industry.

5. (a) Range of German and Russian air forces.

(b) German and Russian air forces’ ground organiza-

~~ons and Russian distribution of forces.

b. General map of Baltic Sea.
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APPENDiX 3

Fuehrer Directive No. 21

Prepared by 0KW Operations Staff 18 December 1940

Source: H. R. Trevor-Roper, ed., Blitzkrieg to Defeat
(New York : Holt, Rinehard and Winston, 1965), pp. 49-52.

OPERATION BARBAROSSA

The armed forces of Germany must be prepared , even before the

conclusion of the war with England, to defeat Soviet Russia

in one rapid campaign (IOperation Barbarossa. ’)

The Army must in this case be prepared to commit all available

formations , with the proviso that the occupied territories

must be secured against surprise attacks.

The Air Force will have to make available for the support of

the Army in the Eastern Campaign forces of adequate stren~ th

to ensure a rapid termination to the land action and to give

the East German territories maximum pro,tection against enemy

air raids . This making of the main effort in the East must

not he carried to a point at whicb we can no longer adequately

;rotect the totality of our battle and. our armament zon~’ - ;

a- -aii-a:d: enemy air attacks , nor must the offensive against

England , and in particular against England’s supply routes ,

suffer in consequence.
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~-~or the Navy the point of the main effort will remain CO~~j-

s st en t ly  agains t  England , even wh i l e  the  t~ast ern  Campai~~n

is in progress.

I shall give the order for the assembl y of troors , etc., fo

the proposed operation against Soviet Russia, should the

occasion arise , eight weeks before the operation is due to

begin.

Preparations that require more time than this shall--so far as

t :~-i~~~ have not already been made-—be begun at once and are to

be completed by the 15th May, 1941.

Great stress, however, must be laid on disguising any offonsivc-

intentions .

Preparations by the high commands are to be based on the follow-

ing considerations :

1. General Intention

The mass of the army stationed in Western Russia is t o be

d e s t r o y e d  in bold ope ’ations involving deep p e n e t r a t i o n s  by

armoured  sr -oarheads , and the wi thdrawal  of e l ements  capabi-

of combat into the extens ve Russian land spaces is to he

i~~5L~V C f l  t C .

by ft~~U L — - j i  ~ r~~n i !  - - L n - s uj t  a l ine i s  then  to  ~ n r e ac e -j - i  [~~e~ -

- Py O f l r! w h i c h  t he  -~u n s J a n a iTo t Ce wiiL l no lon~~er be ca :tIL ’

cC atl cu-Ic i n- - I l-ic berman ~o - t c ’ c t i i  o~ c~~ . Ti c- fiiiai ()l ) C L  ~~~ ‘

t 1 i - ~~ o~ ~ ~i L i o n  i s  I o be L~ at I n 3 - J t  of  a ii n e  sc- cu a . 

__________________________ — - - - . ~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Asiatic Russia and running, in general , the Vol a-Archan~ c-i .

From such a line the one remaining Russian industrial area

in the Urals can be eliminated by Air Force should the need

arise,

In the course of this operation the Russian Baltic Fleet will

rapidly be deprived of its bases and thus will no longer be

capable of combat.

Effective intervention by the Russian air force is to be pre-

vented from the very beginning of the operation by means of

powerful attacks against it.

2. Anticipated Allies and Their Tasks

* * * * * *

3. The Conduct of the Operations

(A)Arm y (in approbation of the intentions submitted to me):

The area of operations is divided into southern and northern

halves by the Pripet Marshes . The point of main effort will

be made in the northern half. Here two army groups are to be

c o m m i t t e d .

T i c - so u t h e r n  of tn~~se two army t r ou p e- - i n  th e  cen t re  of  c-

cci ci -
~~

- Cr o n t — — w : i l l  have t h e  t ask  of breakii-ug out  o C  Li ic  -~ — -cci

e i o u~ia a n !  to the north of Warsaw w it h  excep t i o n a l l y  - 1 ro :~ - .

ar mou c-cc- i an d m o  to c-i sc - i  I fo rmat  i o r e  ani 1 of ( i c - C  t r oy i n g  t i e  - i c

for -c- -s in WiiI  I c u s s i a  . Thie  will  create  a ei L LJn Li on i-/i i c I

- ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ — - -- --.- —-
~~ 
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cu ll enable s t rong fo rmations of mobile troops to swing noriri ;

such format ions  will then cooperate  w i th  the northern army

group--advancing from East Prussia in the general direction of

Leningrad—-in destroying the enemy forces in the area of th

Balt ic states. Only after the accomplishment of these offc-

sive operations, which must be followed by the cap ture of

Leningrad and Kronstadt , are further offensive operations to

be initiated with the objective of occupying the importan t

centre of communications and of armaments manufacture . -oscow ,

Only a surprisingly rapid collapse of the Russian ability to

resist could justify an attempt to achieve both objectives

simultaneously.

The primary task of Group XXI, even during the Eastern a- -c-ia-

t ions , remains the protection of Norway . Forces available

other than those needed for this task (Mountain Corps) will

first of all, be used to protect the Petsamo area and its mines

topether with the Arctic road , and will then advance , in con-

junction with Finnish forces, against the Murmnansk rai lc .r ay

and aJ.ll cut the Mu rmansk area’ s land sup~. - ly r o u t e .

ic - c - Liiec :ul operation of th is  na t e e  can be ca -cried on L c

I o ’~~~er German Corccr e (two to  tnt-c-c- div I I cc--c s)  co u i u : b 0 ( 1

the- nc -c-a Ro r an i em i  ac-c- to th.- s o i - t h  i s  - i i - . r - u c ienI:  on Sw- - i - s ‘ -

e l l  ~u sc-es  to m -r c- t he  S w e r u j e c  r a i lw ay s  avai L s i - i e  t o l  - c c c -

a m no :c- .

- - - —  - -~~~~~~~~~ — -~~~- -- ~~~~~~~~~~~ - - - - -  - 



- --
~~~~~

— 
~~~~~~

:- — 
- -- -

~~~~ 
— -- =-~ — .---

116

The mass of the Finnish army will ha ve the task, in accordance

with the advance made by the northern wing of the German

armies , of tying up maximum Russian strength by attacking to

the west , or on both sides, of Lake Ladoga. The Finns will

also capture Hango.

The army group south of  the Pripet Marshes will make its point

of main effort from the Lublin area in the general direction

of Kiev, with the object of driving into the deep flank and

rear of the Russian forces with strong arinoured formations

~1d of then rolling up the enemy along the Dnieper.

The German-Rumanian group on the right flank will have the

task of:

( a )  protecting Rumanian territory and thus of covering

the southern flank of the whole operation;

(b) in coordination with the attack by the northern wing

of Army Group South of typing up the enemy forces on its

sector of the front; then, as the situation develops , of

launching a second thrust and thus, in conjunc t ion  wi th  the

air force, of preventing an orderly enemy withdrawal beyond

the Dniester.

Once the battles south or north of the Pripet Marshes- hav e

been fo ur~ht , the pursuit is to be undertaken with the follow-

i n - - obj ec t i ves :

In t h e  so u t h  the na j r c d  o c c u p a t i o n  of the ec on o m i c a l l y

i i 1  ortami t I onots lIa: iii , 

- - ——-- ---- -—“-- -— _ _ _ _ _ _ _



.1 i~ t he  no r th  the-  speedy capture  of Moscow.

The c-a c -tun e  of this  c i t y  would he a decisive vie  t a r  
~
‘ b c - t n

c c-on the po l i t i c a l  and from the economic io i n t  of v c . -i ;  i t

-~ i -oul i involve, moreove r , the neutralization of t i i c - o at  v it

r -n:~~sian vail centre .

(f)A i n Force:

it will be the task of tn c -  air force , so far as no ssibic , to

damage and dest roy  the e f fec t iveness  of the Russian a i.c: force ,

arc- to support the operations b y the arr :cy at the poin :s of

e-ma~~n e f f o r t , that  is to say in the sectors  of the cent ra l

a r sy  grouc-  and in the area where the southern arm 1— t rou~- - cu ll

be maiclng i ts  main e f f o r t .  The Russian railways will  ciLia -c

be des t royed , or , in the case of more import~~~t obj e c ti r v c :

close to hand ( i . e . ,  railway bricU cs) ,  will be c a p t u re - i  by

t he hold use of parachute and airborne troops . In o c- c iec -  t hat

maximum forces  may be available for  ope ra t ions  n~~a : ie st  the

enemy air force and for direct support of the  armny, the n-sn —

tions indus t ry  will not be a t t acked  while the major  owe~-n t i cc- . : -

is in progress. Only after the conclusion of the mobile

o orat ions will such a tt a c k s , anti in gac-~~i c c lar a tt ac i- s ; cc - attic: t

t c -o  ±11 i u at c - i  al area of tnc ’ Uralo, be considc:c-od

(c ) ;i nvv

4 .

i t  nm~~-o .r t an L t h at  all L i c e  (io rc en c C L — _i_ i — c - n  c t  m i a c - -  it pi icc 

— —-------—----- - - - - --



-i- -~~~r 
- - - - 

-_
—-- ---- -- _-

-
---- _ —.

_- 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

-

118

tr at  the-  taking of the necessary :.JcOc - c-5c-s in Connect ion  c u L t :

t h i s  di r ec t ive  is b c-i l l  - i o l l c  as a n r c -c a u t i o n  asainct  tn c

nossihility of the Russians adopt i i :i ’ an a tt i t u d e  toc-unc is c-c :

o ther than what i t  has been up to now.  The n c e ber of o f fic -

enga c:eci in the early s ba~~es on these nrcsa :ratio-c s ~ s to be-

kep c as sic-all as possible , ~~ r ! each o f f icer  is only to be i : -~~ a

such i n fo rma t ion  as is d i r e c t l y  essential  to lii:e in the c-er-

formance of his task . Otherwise tne Jasisor ~-i .i 11 ar Thc of our

prepara t ions  becoming known , c-ci:o r l a t ime tor the car sy n -  o u t

c~
’ _ iuc e proposed operation has not even bee-n b c -c i d c -e  c -n o n .  Th i s

could cause us the gravest p o l i t i c a l  acid m i l it a r y t i i c cadvant a1 c- s.

5.

I an t ic ipa te  fu r the r  conferences w i t h  t i c  Commandc- .c - s - i n - C b J c - fl

concern ing their  in ten t ions  as based on chic  d i r e c ti c-e .

Reports on the progress made in the t-roposeci prec-cc--ations b

all services of the armed forces will be forcea i c - - i  to  mc

through the Armed Forces JlL-~2 c Corwn~j :i .

si~~ncd:  J~j )çchI - 5LTL ~i. - .

-

~ 
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’i_EI Deeloy:n cnt :‘c-rectr c-c- 0 L ?l Jac-ic -aug-- l 9Y L

Prepared by the- OKtI On c c c a t i o c c s  S ta f f

Source: Barry A . Leach , Tire- Ccc.rscn Lit rc - ,: c - An c-s t  I u ccs i a
(Oxford : Clarondon Prc~~c , 19/ 1 , pp. 2O~~_ 6 >l .

Deployment  Direct ive ‘Barba rossa ’

1. Task

15 case Russia should change her present  a t t i t u d e  toward s

Germany, all preparat ions are to be comp l e t e- i , as ? - i cc a e ct i on l a :  y

measures , to make i t  possible to defea t  Soviet H u e - c i a  in a

quick can~naign even before the end of the war aga inst  Rn lan - i .

The operations should be so conducted  tha t  the mass O i  t i lc-

Russian Army in Western Russia wil l  he d e st r o y ed  by seen

armoured t h r u s t s .  The wi thdrawal  of e le m en t s  l e f t  i nt a c t  into

tn e  depth  of Russian sc-ace will be 1 r cvent e - d .

2. Enemy Situation

It is  assumed that the Russians will accor t bat~~ic c - c a  of  t i r e

Dnieper and Dvina at least w i th  o t t - c d :: pas ta  of them fok c:(-5 .

They wil l  make use of the p a r t l y  s t r e n g t h e ned  f o r t i f i c a t i o ns

of the new and old f r o n t i e r s  and of the many wat e~ ~c c y a  c --i t ch

favour the defence. The Russian Cocn: a n - I  wi l l  t i r e r - e I o r c  eec--

to  m at-c e a particular effort to commit c c c f f i c i c m i t  to t- c c- a  t o

c-oi l on as b i t , - as : o s — : i b l c -  to i ts  a r  c - m i : c i V i l  b c — c ’  i t 1  t t i i ’

1i-~
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n - a lt ic  r o vin ces  and -to Lao  f l ask  : - m  otec tion of t i i c -  b i c -n a  h -a .

The c-c-favourable  outcome of m d c  ea t  t i es  l hat  c c -y  be c-~::~~ c u-c d

sou th  auc i n o r t h  of t h e  Pc J -
~~ t l1a m - s .~~: wil l  t o . ’ cc I c -  dc- sian:-

to  a t t ’ m n : t to :~ c - i m :  - t h e  G c r - .: c  t t a c i -: to  a a a t i - : a t c l l  on tn

fn i o ne u - —D v in a  l in e.  T1~c- offon. i v -  ce i c m it m n e n t  of s tr o~ 

Russ ian  fo rma t ions  c-:n~~loy ir ~, a m-n o u n  is to be expect  c - - I  no on ly

in c o unt e r  ing German breakthroughs , h at  also -n  att~sn1 t:: to

bring threatened fo rmations hack to the- dn - - V~~aO ii:

3. In t ention 
-

Thc f i r s t  In t e n t i o n  of the  Oi - - w~ t f l i m :  t sc- cc - . ,: a l l o c a te . i

mean s of s wi f t  and i cc- op  tin’iic-tn by ::tr-ou~ ?:Jo e L -  iou s c a t ion .

nor th  and south of the Pripet M a ic s to tear  oj i  c L  tue  fror ~t of

the mass of the Russian Army wicic h it is an t ici~:-atc- d wi l l  u - -n

in western  Russ ia .  The enemy Proc- a se~-scr-emte i c-v ti:’ -s i-c-~~ 
—

t ra t ions  will then be des t royed .  Sou t c i  o f  t i i c -  i r - ip e t  Mar - shoe

Army Group ‘So u t h ’  , ~~ ii’ioici Marshall von H u m e L  tee - --sill c c-:-

c-b i t  the swi f t  breakthrough by st rong arecou~~c~: forces from

ti-ic Lublin area in the d i rec t ion  of Ki ev , in or -her to c t  - c-

c u : i aL I n r ca t w n s  acno :-a the Dn iepor  of t h e  ( - ! 1 - c - 5 -  in l i c l u m  a t -

t h u  .- I n  U k n ai n e .  The Dnio~ -e r c- : - - o :c - : c n : -. , : at enid L c ’ L i - c - .’ H i~

c-h 11 he L c c : e n , t it us cnsum m- i. :m :  Li p t H ( 1 0 : 1  L ot :  t h c- :: m c - & : i i o .a

eo0~~-C l 5 t lOf l  of A r - lc d Gr o u p  c - o ~~~c i~ c-u i L i t  t i m e  d - ’r’ n a n  Lo ser- .:

oh -cratin g in c-or Luern i-tus: ia or for  nc-c-u Lash : - i:c e o c : th i , s ; : : : i a.

f-Ioi’ t i :  of the Pic -Lnint Na: - :- ie: Ic - ‘ ,- ( H - c c - n  ‘C ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ h t ~ . cc-i

_ .- o n bore——will c c - c c - c t  u : t c - o m : : ’ 1 1 0 1  i~~e f o r e - c - c ;  ic e: ccc t c - 1 - - :~ c :— 
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.fubceai:i ar-ca to force- a h r c - a :t h t o u ’;h toward s Src-ob c--n :~ • TIci  a

c- .’ill nun ::i t: I l i e  t u r n in g  oi c ; L t c - l i c  foi -111s t i c - i c  t o  t l R  101 0 iii

o r - i c - i -  t o  coo c- :-atc wi L i i  Ac-my Grout ’  ‘ N or th ’  — — R i c- i c -  i-Li :;: ccl

Leeb , a t ta c kin f  from R a nt  Prussia in the -~~-cec ’c- -al d i rect  ion

of Lctningrad . Both army groups will  destroy the enemy fo r: - -

t±ons  in the Baltic area , and , in cooperation wit h  the Finnish

Army and possibly German forces f r om Norway, f ina l ly  p~~t an

end to the eflemy~s ability to resist in northern Russia ,

ensue-in  - -f reedom of movement for further tasl:s—-perceac c in

coo-’ -:-r a~~ion wi th  the German forces in southern Russ ia .  In the

c-nc-nt of a sudden unexpected  collapse of enemy r es i s tcn cc-  in

c-or’tclcrn Russia, the abandonmen t of the turning movement ai-cd

an :i srne-iiate  thrus t  towards Moscow could be considered.

The opening of the a t tack  c-j ill be coordinated abon the -:‘nsiu-c

f r o n t .  (B-Day, Y_hour) .

T u e  C o r m - i ’ c ~~ of Operat ions will be based upon Lic e  principles

- 
-~ -oveJ in tire Polish cac:ipaadn . However , i t  mus t be n o te d  t n n t ,

in ::;pite of the clear concen t ra t ion  of force to be achieved

at dec i s ive  points , the enemy forces on o the r  sectors  of tne

f ront  must  also be a t t acked .  Only thus can powerful eni :m y

f ormat ions be erevented from withdrawing and ova i i i r :  deu -tr -cs c-

ti .on west of the Dnieper-Dvina line . Furthermore , the o i f c ct

of the one :ny Air Forc e mus t  be ex p e c te d  to be m o r e  Ru 0: by

f i t by the army, h c c- o i i s e  the ful l  ce t r’ - n : ~~ ( h  of t i t e -  Luft i -am ;d -

w i l l  no t  be avai ic t i : i-  - for t i e  op er at i o n  ci -  cc m m .  - I R u e - : - I c  •

~~.—---~~~~ -‘- -~~~~~~ - -
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! 0 0: 5 N ! ? l :  t be sr -opar’od for the c-5’; c-y tne  c-nc -r i ] of  c- s a - : : a i  ceal

c r  a -oris from ti-ic- ai r .

2~. ThaI -ca of the Army Groups arch Ar - - sc - c .

a. Arm ;-’ troup ~~~~~~~~ will : rnive i t s  s t rong  l o f t  win --

w i t h  mobi le  forces  in the l e a d — — t o w a r d s  Kiev , P c - at r o y  ti -re

Russi an  forces in Galicia anci in the West Ukraine wailc- they

are still west of the Dnieper , ace-: achieve tne ear1~- capeure

of the Dnieccer  crossings at and below Kiev  for tIre c ontL

t : o n  of opera t ions  bo th sides of the r iver .  Tic-c- c - c-r a t i o n  icc

t o  he conducted so that the mobi le formations ic--on the Lubli.n

area are concen t r a t ed  for the breakthrough towards  Kiev.

Wi th in  the framework of th i s  ins Ir L i ct i o n  Army U so u p  ‘ S o u th ’

he adquarters  will  issuc- more de ta i led  dsr oct ivcs  to t h e  ann ie .-:

and ti-re Panzer Group for  the f o l lo w i ng  ta stes :

The 11th Army will protect the area of Rumania vital ico

t i~o German war economy against a-. breal:tlrnou-I.- of iiu~ c:Iccri

f o r c e s .  Au: pant  of the- a t taci- :  by A e - mmi y  d r - o s - ‘ S o u t h’  it c-h 11

in to~-un the enemy forces on it:: sector by gi ’in,’; an cxci- i s-cite-:

i:~m ~r e c c s Lon  of sI  c - c c - c . t i , or - : su ’~:;r q i e o nt ly ,  in coopi- :  at  c-c -s~i c-

~i ; c  Lu f twaffe , ii: wi l l  c - u n - c’ -i~~ h-v cc-ann o f  a e-loec n- - ‘ui -a r -

oi- e- ci -~r c-u i I: ‘ i t  -auunl  ~ L t - 1- t i c - c - ;  ci ~ etc -nor::: -: - - ‘ - 1 c- - ‘

TI I 
- 

- I - o s  - of 1 .cm ~~, ‘ r-  m t~~ L w ii 1”  - - m l  - :00! ‘, I 0 , . 1 c i  ‘ I -

:c- L i t  c i m ~ 
i~ Lh 1 0 r m i c c -  to - t i c - u - - h  J~ — r  c - ’  c - . c-c- i c

- ‘ c f r ) ,  I ‘ ‘r hr  I e r - c - m i  ho -a:.: l i t :  Li -m i- - c ’ -1 , I 0 ci - - ci

i c- c’ ~~~~~~~~~~~ , ci t - - I t c -  t . r c-  i t t ’ ’ ‘ l i - ~~’ - 5  ,- m~~- : , e’, :  ,ci . ~~:c- - —

- 1 ci 1 - i_ c -m i ;~ 
_ ( -  V • I ’  - I 1 ~ 1I 1 i - ~~~ - -  I : c- 1. I ) ,  o — Inc 
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~.5oc- c i o n c- i qu a r t er s , it wil l  con  :inue th e  at tac~-e iii a c-ecu —

east e r ly  d i rec t ion  along t i r e  I)n:L c - n e c  in: order  to pr ’r-c ’c- u t

m-; i thdrawal of the enemy in the We -st  I lnrainc across the  hn ic-jeer

and to des t roy  him by an attack from the rear.

The’ 17th Ar:::y will broan t ic rough  t ir e enemy b a r  i -:-r JeLT-c ce-::

march—west of Lc-mhcrg (Lvov). Jiy moans of a vi~~o:- c-u:: an -i cc- cc

on ± t s  s t rong l e f t  wing,  i t  m :iust attemp t to eusm the c-me -: :;

back s o u t h - e a s t w a r d s .  I n  a d d i ti on , the army will tad-:- -n c - c - i t—

age of the advanco of the Panzer Group qu icd l 1’ to ::eacir t i c o

c- cc-ca Vinni t s a—Berdit chev  so tha t acco rd in - - to tc-cc s i tc c at i on

it  can cont inue  the at t a c k  to the south-cast or c - a c t .

The ‘t t i r  Army wi l l  break through the enemy f ront  bo th  sic-es

of L i m e -k  in coopera t ion  wi th  e lements  of the Panaer Gr ouc i  .

While  covering the nor th  f louR of t i ro  ar - ; :mv ,—;c:ou ~ - a’ a u i c st

interference f~~m the Pni~:et Mar sic au-c a, it will follom- - t i c e

Ra n z e r  Group I to Z h i t o m i r  wi th  all noc--s ible  u r i o c h  an.:

s t rength. It mus t  be read y,  on the orders of Army dr - c c :

‘ South ’ headquar ters, to turn sou th - ea s twa rd:- w i th  stron-

fo rces  west  of the Dnieper, in order to coopera te  wi th  P & c - i c . - :

Groun  in p reven t ing  the enemy in the West  UI-:raine from c-h

c - l ; aw .i n; : over the  Dnieper.

b. Ac-m v Group ‘Cen t re ” c-j ill ot -c-~~k up the enemy in Wi: - t c -

Russia by dri\rinp forward the s t r o n a  fo r c es  on itt- singe-. It

will quic-kly win the area o r - o 1 r u  Smolen: -k }-‘y u n i t i ng  the

mobile troo- ’c- au i l  Army Group ‘tiot-Ri ’ in the ,lestruction of

the enemy forces f i g ht i n .” in t1i1 ’ I3al tic  s I a t  -~~~a, - - tic- L n cc - i

area.

_ _ _  
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W it h in  t h e  frari eworlc of th i s  in st r u c t i o n  Army Group ‘ C e n t : - ’- ’

c-cadqu a rt cr  :: c-u 11 i - S u e  more d c - I  ai led  i i i r c - c t i v c :: to t ir e  P c - i - , - -

n-on - s and armies for the rollom-cim -~c- - tasks:

c-~ cc~ c-r Group 2 In cooperat ion wi th  24t 1i Ar- :g- will breat-: thrc 1r

the ece-c-::iy forces on the frontier at and north of Kobryn. f y

c- cans of a s w i f t  advance to Slu tsk  and Piinok it will meet

Panzer Group 3 advancing from the area north of Mine-I-c and

achieve the prerequis i tes  for the des t ruc t ion  of the enemy

forces between Bialystok and Mine-k. In close contact with

Ranzer Group 3, i t  will quickly achieve the fu r the r  tasks of

m-ninning the area around and south of Smolensi-c- , prevon tiny  the

concen t ra t ion  of enemy forces in the  upper Dniec-er region

and so preserve the army group ’s freedom in the choice c-f c-c--b-

sequent tasks.

Panzer Group 3 in cooperation w i th  9th Ac-- c-m y c-u ll break ~c- :rom ;, i:

iL ci ec:emy fo~ ccc: on t iie  f r o n t i e r .  sly c -m ea n s  of a ::t-:ift adcac c -

in tii- ’ area n o r t h  of Min e-k , it cR11 meet Panzr-c- C~-a~~- 2 ~:- - —

c-acre- i n :  c -cocci t i r e -  sc-u  L c - — !~r C  at toward s Mined arid n e- h i  cvc-  tic’: :~ :—

r e q L c s e - - i t e c- for the i’e - tc -- em ct io-c o - - t i re  enemy fo ; - : ’c-~
- botc-a- -n

ii elaly t o - and Pins-Ic • In d oe’: cori~ cmc t c-u i th Pcin : m- c - - (Lou 2

i t  will  quickly  achieve the fur ther  taa,~ of rc ’aci i in . , the c-ca

around and nor th  of V it e hs c , prcvunt . r~, t ;ce  c on c en t r a ti o - :  Of

enemy rorces in the upper Dvina - oi - c an,) so ~s -c;cr~~” tic-’

army group ’ a freedom in the choice of c:umU: :equ’ - ,~: I:



-~~~~~~~~~~ 
— ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ -~~~~~~~ -- -

ic-c,

As.::. c-n h achieve t ire crossing of :~ cc cc- ,- tucd cuec ’ r ’c - i - y

cu ll o c l on  the way to Mi ; :: - for  Pane-es f tc -c -c : :  2. It v i i  11 - - —

— --ac-ce wit h  i t s  main s t r e ngth  c - i c r  Sc t c -c  ±2 va i-liv~.: -  son I t  of

Slo~~i:cm , and in coo — c -~ c it i es  c - i t R  ~ Is: Ar: my i t  cu ll tai:-.c a ’ : v a c c -—

a~ e of t i le  advance of  the P :enser (Inc-c-na aic-: ber t: oy thc- ei - my

forces be tween Bialystok ac-m i L i n a c - .  It  fur ther  f a a  -:c w i l l  hc :

to fo l low the  advance of Pane-or Gr ocy 2 and, protecting its

so u t h  flank against Lattaclce fromj the Pri:n t Mnr ~c-d: ’ .:  c e o

sei z e crossings over the Beresina be tween Bobruis re  aj- icc-

i - -oc- ;: au ; and to reach the Dnieper  at and north of- Pogil- -

9th Army in coon iera t ion  wi th Panzer Group 3 will breal :

t i~roug h the enemy forces west cuR nor th  of Grodno . .-.± t l r  t i e--

c - c a i n  weich t on its north c m v  i t  cr111 dri :c tocar - -~ Li- a-

‘i l- - :ci , and , taking advantagc- of ti c-- advance o ~~ th’ - Is~ c c 5 ’  -r

Sn-etc -os i t cr111 ce-t abli sh  con-t ac t  w i th the th Jo ’: :. : and - t  st r o y

fcc - -- eflc’m c-m y in the c - t ic - a between Sicily:: t a t :  c-u : - P i n ’: . i’i l c  - :

t a R :  of t i re  9th Arm y will be to f o l l o w  I aria-: mc- Grater . 3 niL

reach t dn  Dvina at and s o u ti i -e as t  of fo loz I- :

c. Arm y Groun ‘Nor th ’  wi l l  den t r a y  t ic ’ - c - ; lCm :F,i ~orcc- n

ft rhrLn c -dci time hciltic c- c- . , n i l . - cc-ill c-pr I v ’  I a~~~ - ‘

f i r - e L  of i t: : ease-s b y occu ±.!n)I m: - ‘it ic  m c a c ’c - o U r ! ’  b : c c me - n ~

t c - c i r l l’a : and Kronsta’lt . A m .ti~~ cm ’ - al -ricH - U j t, ( 
~~

, ,  ( i c c - ;

cc i i i  o rde r  i o w c - r - f m m l  mob i l ’  ( I t  i - -  H c - mi t  / t : :  y c - o u t  ‘~~~~ - -
~~~~~ - - P

aclvarmcln ,’; on Sm. io l : i r i :  to  c o c i i - t ’r - a  c c-u iJmi A- - :>’ ( i J tc- _ t j ,  ~ ;~ c - m  t l r t

Wi th in  t i - c - -  m racmm , ’t - ,orl - :  of  L i ;  i s  I s c -  A ’- n t ’,’ ‘Iron ’ ~~~~~ fir ’ ‘Jill

hr ad t i n - e m ; :  I ;  t i re-  enemy t I -ont  w - L t I r  i t — ~- m a t  !i fcc - t t o u r ’  is

~

--  ---———~~ -~~~~~— - ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ - - - ~~~- _  _-~~~~~ - —- -—-~~~-~~~~~~~-— - —
~~~~~~~~~~

—--
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It  cu l l  dr ive r~: t r a n g e I :  he c/in i-ui Is. crobilc

trooc-s t h r u s t i n g  across t i c - u  Isvi c-c - a as quici:ly a:e ; - O s S i c - - i -  to

reach tir e -  area nortie-w-. ::c of OpotscRsc-  and so prev~:- m- c t tsc t’~~t i-i-

- : r c - : ’ - ij l  of b a t t lc n - u o : t i-ry  Russian  f o : c- c o e  oa s tw az- c- :cc~o n c  tire- halL : c-

r e”i on .  It c-c-ill also achieve the  c on di t i o n s  for  a fu r -t hu -c-

sc-c-i ft  d r ive  t o c - ~-arnis Leningrad

h~~:re-~ -r Croc-c- 4 in cooperat ion w i t h  1- th and 18 ’m .  Armies c-j i l l

break t icrough  the enemy f ront  be c - w e - o c t  cf :  c i t e r  La.- : c-- a c - c . t ho

T i l s if— S c h a u l e n h i ’ lhc - .’a ’- , arc- i cR11 threat to the iivina at and

celo w Dvinsk an-.) establish L ie - - :he ade- ac ross the r iver .

Las th e -n c -m o r e, Panzer Group 4 c-c-ill be- required to  r o a c h  th e  area

north-c--cat of Opoischka in order  to be able to drive on c-los.. -

eastm-ia r.:: or northwards according to the situation.

1e-th Arm’,— i n  cooperation with Panzer Group 4 will br - -c- al-:

through the enemy wi th  i t s  main e f f o r t  on b ot s  sides of the

c--eec- Ebenrocle-Kovno, and by r ap id l y  advancin , - it c-troris nirl-r t

wing behind the Panzer Corp s i t  will  reach ti c - c -  n or t h  bank of

the Dvina at and below Dvinsk.

The next task of the army will  be to  f o l l o w  Panzer Group ~:

and to reach the Opotscl-rka area c-ic coon as posaihl’:-.

1-ltd Arc-my c-j ill break through the c-n c- li ly on i 1s sector c-u i Lb  j I --

nc i icr c o n c c- i rtr a  -c - i ou  on c i i i ’ )  can t of tire Tile-i I — m - -Jga ii im : ’Jy , an-c-

c - i l l  cu t  o~~f a id  ‘i~ roy t n :  - c - - . -- -±0: - c’ s c - c - c t  - — c - i t - c of i t , -

; c - c - u L f L i y  thc --rc~~tin ,~ -c - : :t of jR 2cm - c - t i c :  aVer  L i i  ‘c- tin a t  o n :  

—~~ --~~ -~~~- - —--- - -~~~~~~ - --~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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bolc - ;-u  S :o cc -man n a ho f .  It c-Ill c-Sc- :: bloat-: c-nc asp: oach of

); l .eSsi an  forc -s soc-c-c-i: of Lal - :c- P e I ) m: . : - hc-’ :: ; c-ana of a am-u ift ad-

vance to the line Ost rov—Pskov , an:) in accordancu wIth tI e-

d in o c  civcu of Army Sr -au;:  ~~~~~~~~ — — -cc-ce- idly  in coo: -:: r c-c-Lion

mobile troo;c-s north of Lake PeR es --no : up t ic e- c u t e - - c - m y  i:.

E t at o n c i a .  Preparat ions  are to be made so tha t the s en-:- c- cc

o c c ur a c i o n  of the  Baltic Iala,ncIa of Oesel , Dase , al-in dcc’:: - c - c - c c -

be carried out as soon as the s i t ua t i on  p e rm it s .

~~~~. ps. [Spare j

u. Task for the Arr.cy of Sorway ~directly sc-bcr ’i i r cate  c - a  the-

0KW):

a. The mos t  impor tant  t aR :  c - e r i c - i n s  to  c-nec -u -c-  t I m - c -  scc~~ ity

of ’  the en t i re Norwegian area no t  only a; -ainst  cc-aids , b ut  c-L. a

against the serious attempts at iandin ,- - c- by the :Iritich c-~JR ii —

must  be expec ted  in the course of this  etc-c-ce-c--. Tt -ci~ L a sm :

requires that:

i . All c-nez-c-c c- s and means of t r a n s p ort  c-j ill be ’ i c ac- to

e: sure that the batteries ca -umarked o strengthen tire coastal

c-c -flencec- cc- 11 1:-a i n st a l l ed  m y  : 5 - —  c- ; .

i i .  ; “ o , - . m n t : i o c r ; c -  a t  - -- ‘ - : : - -‘n t  lo c a t e c-  in Noi c-c-ciy c-/ ~ l n c - i :  , -~

a -.p rtc-’c 1.1 -l y c-u-~aI: r cc- dc- ; - Ic- i — - c - c  - ; , - ; : , oc :  L 0 1 c - I s : - - Co m m -  - c a- , -

c- t cn-a~ Son ‘I -tc-i ,-- I.ai-o . - , ’ . In ’ ’ - ’ -  ~~,
‘
, I I -  - ‘ - c t ., - , - : ,o : t ( H , m ~~~~- ,  — —

m -li m -h e n c c - ’ — t : a  v i e — — w i l l  i ’ -  s t r - i I  H i - i t , ”  . fi n’ . ‘ i m ; i c - .  - - , . , -

c c c , m i e — _ e , ;  wl t :  i c - c - C ,’: ~tlj 
, , i y  c - i  . H o J c-J , I y.

i l  c - c -  l i t  L ion to - 
- 

- , I ’  i - c-s ‘ ‘c-c ic-ic r i o ’  At  v c f  I - c - .  c-nrc -

c c -  t f i c -  f o l  b c-c- L iir: las.
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c.. ~-Rc--ancc into the  Sec-arc-ama area at ftc-c’ star t oil Li:-

c-c-R n a;:’, - : i r i o : m c - , oc- nvc~ - . . n : - . c-c - c - - mn , ‘ : mi- li ,- , c - -c at , t o

‘a) tic - Lice- ‘im cr i .isil force::, d e c - c - n d  i t  am : ‘ c , : L c - c -  L a - i- s i - u -ri t i m (

IL :-  - , ac- a , c-e:~- air. Sac I: icc-ic-ic -ci c-i ficanccc-- is -c-itt c--c-~i :- I to

t he sa5ec-~~:ai-r1ic -c-g of the ni—c -r i rnic-ec-c- c-Sc -fe -h are i:.~po s c-c-:; to

tic-c Ge as c-j ar i ndus t ry  (0: c-ration ‘Reic-cdeer ’).

ii. Enveloc-, and l a ter , c - c - inc - c - :  s u f f i c ient  ac-- c -c -ac - i t  f o r ce -:

are ava i lc i-le , cas ture i-uc :nacre )-: as a base for  o f f- -: .:: 1 lie  c o tt o n

by ic-s land , sea, and air forcerc (Oserat io:c-  ‘511:-c- c- So:-:’).

—s to be expected that Cc-c-c- cc will m a i nt a e c -r  too- ce-c-uni ty

of ic - c - c -~ cc - .’:: nor :h -eas t  fr o n t i e r  w i t h  adeq ua t e  fo e - c - s .

7. OKH Sc-serves

- -  At the start of the operation tire reso - eros of the- 05)-I c - i l l  h-c--

allocated  to a la -c-c- cr-ac- i? ct ’s tile area Reichc-iof anal ~an m. o

‘i-icc--saw an- ? to sccall ,- r-ou~’c; in  tic-c- Zamosc , Su -.,ali-:I, :11-i. -

Eyc -itkau  areas.

3. Suc - -~ ort by t he  Luftwaffe anc: Navy

The taR-: of the Luftwaffe is to eliminate as far as pee-c-ni ) 1-

all interference by the Russian AI r  Force and te  su :c -oo~ the

::ai:-: o;’crations of the Army especially those of Ar:~~ (iror

‘Centre ’ and the left wing of Ar’c::y Group ‘ Seut c - . ’ . Dui ’iic-

the main operations the LUfIWa f fe c-j ill cone-c- i c r-a t e  all foc~c~

a. -aine- t the enemy Air Force ac-i - )  in i m , e n e : . ’ -i at c  ar m - - p o c - c .  cc- Re

Army. Attacks a,’ ains t the c-tic -c ;,? ! indual:ry c-c - ill c:- c n i r n i o i t  oid .

only after t i ~ O c - c - c - r a t i o n a l  0 1 - j e c t i v, -’. - of  h Jo - : . -, - La ’, - - . I ‘- c-

at ta i ra— -

_ _ __
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Air sue-c-art is allocated as folloc-is :

Air Fleet 4--Army Group ‘South ’

Air Fleet 2--Army Group ‘ Centre ’

Air Fleet 1--Arm y Group ‘North’

In the course of conducting its main role against Britain and

safeguarding our c o a sts , the Navy will prevent enemy naval

forces from breaking out of the Bal t ic .  Unti l  the Russian

fleet has been deprived of its last Baltic base at Lenin - - m c - : ,

major naval objectives will be avoided . After the elimination

of the  Russian fleet , the Navy will have the task of safe-

~naarding sea traffic in the Baltic and the supply of the north

wing of the Army.

9. The Participation of Other States

The active part icipat ion of Rumania and Finland in a war-

against the Soviet Union is to be ant ic ipa ted  on the flanks

of the operation. The form of the cooperation and of the sc-ic--

ordination of the forces of both countries under German co’cc-

mand will be decided upon at the appropriate time. Rum ania ’ e-

task will be to assist the German forces concentrated there in

pinning down the enemy facing them , and also to provide

assistance in the rear areas.

Finland ’s tasks will be to eliminate the Rus::ian base at ii au c- ,- .o

and to cover the concentration of the German forces in n c - c - :  c c

Finland . By the time Army Group ‘North ’ has crossed tire Dvjna

Finland will also attack the Russian forces on dcc- couth-c-a::t

-- ~~~ - - _ - - -~~~~~~~~~ - -- - - - — -  -—-~~~ -~~~~~—- -~~~~~~ -~~~~~ -_ _ _ _ _ _ _
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front in accordance with the requirements of the 01111 , cone--i’-

Lm-a ti ii ’c either cast or w e s t  o C  ban ’.’ La io ::t , j i  -Id- - si -by LI~-

former .  She will tlren suj’port Army U m -oc q ‘ Nor  t I i  ‘ i i i  L i i

destruction of the enemy . The active participation of Cvc-’ .-dc-c-

is probably not to be expected. It is possible, however, t I -a t

Sweden will permit the use of her railways for the concentra t ion

and supply of the German forces in North Finland .

Signed: von Brauchitsch

- - --- -~~~~ --~~~  - -— -
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