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The Nuts and Bolts to

Writing & Launching 
a Kickass SciFi Series

3 Lessons Revealed by a Bestselling Fiction Author



R. E. VANCE
● A hybrid from Cairo, Egypt and Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin  
● Award winning author of 11 Bestselling Books 

and 30 Books published
● Over 16 years’ experience in traditional and 

self-publishing
● SPS Coach: I coached 100’s of people to write & 

publish their first book
● A trained lecturer, speech and writing coach
● USA Today Bestselling Author



Who This Event Is For

Anyone who wants the quick fix,
overnight success formula to write your own 

personal Dune, Star Wars and Altered Carbon 
hybrid!









Why do so many Sci-Fi 
Authors Fail?

It’s all been done 
before…

Don’t  Understand 
Story-Fundamentals

I’m a one 
and done!

No Support
I need a CRAZY 

World…



The 5 Step Writing Formula 

Anyone can Follow to

Write a Great Story

Genre is NOT Enough:

Subgenres, Tropes and… ahh, 

Tricks ;)

The 9 out of 10 Pathway to Making 

it in FICTION

I’m going to teach you the 3 secrets that got me from
struggling to writing and selling.

3 LESSONS

L E S S O N  2 L E S S O N  3L E S S O N  1



The 5 Step Writing Formula
Anyone can Follow to Write

a Great Sci-Fi Novel
(or any story, really…)
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1 - No Punchable Villains… 
 

The 3 Common Mistake Young Sci-Fi Writers Make… 





The Heroes WILL Prevail

We read to see HOW the hero wins, 
not IF the hero wins…   

THE EXPECTATION



Hard Sci-Fi vs Soft Sci-Fi

2 - The Big Decision…



3 - The Niches
● Dystopia
● Military Sci-Fi
● Space Opera
● Cyberpunk and Steampunk
● Post-Apocalyptic Sci-Fi
● Cosmic Horror
● Alternate History
● and on and on and on…



The 5 MILESTONES 

Once all that is decided- 
The Next Step





(Every professional has to start somewhere.)

YOU can’t do anything 
without knowing the 

FUNDAMENTALS.



It’s how we digest
stories…

As long as these 5 ‘moments’
are there, people WILL like

your story…

Works for Plotters and 
Pantsers…

The DNA of all great 
stories…

Foundation of writing a 
great story quickly…

Defeats Writer’s
Block…

What are the 5 Milestones?



5 MILESTONES



1st SlapThe 
Setup!

2nd Slap
(but there’s hope)

The ClimaxInciting 
Incident



1st SlapThe 
Setup!

2nd Slap
(but there’s hope)

The ClimaxInciting 
Incident

Poor Family 
Tragedy Future

The story 
promise.

“I volunteer!”

Things will 
never be the 

same.

Enter the Games:
“May the odds be

forever in your favor.”

Just when I
thought things 

couldn’t get worse…

2 survivors, Peta is 
dying, Medicine at the 

Cornucopia.

It just got worse…
But there’s hope…

Berries, anyone?

Tie it to the 
Inciting Incident

AND MAKE IT 
KICK-ASS

Hunger Games in 5 Steps



● They’re poor AND it’s SCIFI: Dystopia

● ”I volunteer!”

● Enter the Games

● Peta is dying BUT there’s medicine at the Cornucopia

● Double-Suicide deferred.

Suzanne Collins

Let’s look at the PROS



● Opening scene with Trinity.

● Blue Pill or red Pill!

● Morpheus is captured.

● The betrayal BUT we know where Morpheis is!

● Epic battle with Agent. Neo is THE ONE!

Matrix

Let’s look at the PROS



● Near Future Alternate Earth Reality - Earth is 
sentient and erupting; dystopian government

● “Pops” is taken away by the government & likely to 
die as the Calypsos are being hunted again.

● Everything Maggs has ever been told about her 
magic and who she is was a lie.

● She crosses through a portal to another Earth 
reality so she can save the world…

● Aya has betrayed the Shapeshifters and aligned 
with one of the other Celestial powers and the 
battle takes place inside Earth’s consciousness.

Gin Eborn
It’s not just for the PROS



What’s Your
INCITING

INCIDENT?

1. Milestone 1

2. Milestone 2

3. Milestone 3

4. Milestone 4

5. Milestone 5

What’s Your
Milestones?



What are People Saying…



They’re how we
Digest story.

They make your 
writing POP!

Not only do they 
work, not using 
them doesn’t 

WORK!

The Truth About

The 5 Milestones:

Using them
TRIPLED my

writing speed.



Genre is NOT Enough:
Subgenres, Tropes and…

ahh, Tricks ;)
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The Niches
● Dystopia
● Military Sci-Fi
● Space Opera
● Cyberpunk and Steampunk
● Post-Apocalyptic Sci-Fi
● Cosmic Horror
● Alternate History
● and on and on and on…





What about the Tropes…

GENRE’S NOT ENOUGH



TROPES…
Speaking of



Subgenre and Tropes





1) Supernatural Being… 

2) Pretending to be Human… 

3) Looking for love…Twilight
Trope

Top Line



They ENHANCE creativity…

A new take on an established TROPE 
can change everything…

Tropes Aren’t Formula



LOVE TRIANGLE
OF DOOM



Read, Read, Read

Release (Publish), Rinse, Repeat

Identify the dominant tropes

Find your twist

Pick your NICHE

Read, Read, Read (in your NICHE)

Outline/Write with those in mind

The Steps



The 9 out of 10 Pathway to 
Making it in FICTION
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The common 
denominator of 

success…



The common denominator of success…



$3.40

1 Book 
Retail Price: $5



Except it doesn’t!

10 Books at $3.40 =
$34



2 BOOK SERIES
Title

YOUR BOOK 

YOUR BOOK 

YOUR BOOK 

YOUR BOOK 

YOUR BOOK 

Book #

1

2

3

4

5

Price

$4.99

$4.99

0

0

0

Royalty

$3.40

$3.40

0.00

0.00

0.00

Book Sales

10

4

0

0

0

Read Through

40.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

Sales Revenue

34.00

13.60

0.00

0.00

0.00

Total $47.60

BUDGET $4.76



5 BOOK SERIES
Title

YOUR BOOK 

YOUR BOOK 

YOUR BOOK 

YOUR BOOK 

YOUR BOOK 

Book #

1

2

3

4

5

Price

$4.99

$4.99

$4.99

$4.99

$4.99

Royalty

$3.40

$3.40

$3.40

$3.40

$3.40

Book Sales

10

4

3

3

3

Read Through

40.0%

75.0%

100.0%

100.0%

100.0%

Sales Revenue

34.00

13.60

10.20

10.20

10.20

Total $78.20

BUDGET $7.82



 $7.82.

Selling BOOK 1 ≠ $3.40



 $7.82.  

YOUR MARKETING
BUDGET



The 5 Step Writing Formula 

Anyone can Follow to

Write a Great Story

Genre is NOT Enough:

Subgenres, Tropes and… ahh, 

Tricks ;)

The 9 out of 10 Pathway to Making 

it in FICTION

I’m going to teach you the 3 secrets that got me from
struggling to writing and selling.

3 LESSONS

L E S S O N  2 L E S S O N  3L E S S O N  1



Why do so many Sci-Fi 
Authors Fail?

It’s all been done 
before…

Don’t  Understand 
Story-Fundamentals

I’m a one 
and done!

No Support
I need a CRAZY 

World…



The Trope Twist and 
Combos… Firm Grasp of 

Story-Fundamentals

It’s all about 
the Series

Support
Galore

Tropes + 
Subgenres

The 5 Peaks of an
UNSTOPPABLE Author



The 5 Step Writing Formula 

Anyone can Follow to

Write a Great Story

Genre is NOT Enough:

Subgenres, Tropes and… ahh, 

Tricks ;)

The 9 out of 10 Pathway to Making 

it in FICTION

I’m going to teach you the 3 secrets that got me from
struggling to writing and selling.

3 LESSONS
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Write Your
Fiction Book
The Comprehensive Path From

Blank Page to Finished Manuscript

P R O G R A M



What is selfpublishing.com?



What is selfpublishing.com?

Step by step online
education program

for writing, marketing and 
publishing your book.

1-1 coaching
with your personal

coach.

Live weekly group
coaching calls

- 100s in the first year.

Access to our
Book Production
Partners to do the
hard work for you.





Right Mindset

Rolled up their sleeves and GOT TO WORK

Embraced the Fundamentals of FictionThe Common 
Denominator
of Success...

Decided to Get Help (Who vs. How)



NEXT STEPS
We’ve set aside some time in the next 48 
hours to speak to you personally about how 
you can apply these ideas starting TODAY

On the session, you’ll work with one of our 
experts about what is next

We will give you next steps … no matter what.

The cost of this phone call? FREE



You’re serious about your career

You’re ready to absorb serious and sometimes harsh feedback

You’re ready to do ‘whatever’ it takes

ONLY BOOK IF...

You’re serious about investing in yourself and doing what 
needs to be done to launch your career



Fill out the application here:

selfpublishing.com/scifi

Limited spots and only the committed will be let in…
So bring your A-GAME!



Selfpublishing.com 
has published over 
7,200+ authors in 
91+ countries 
around the world.
No matter where you live or work, 
you have a story to tell. We’re here 
to help you tell it.



“I've gone through a PhD, I've gone through multiple 
jobs, I've gone through multiple industries. It's the 
best investment I've ever done for myself.
 
And it's a fantastic community that supports you all 
the way from beginning to down the road. I've made 
great friends from it. The anthologies that we've 
written have been fantastic, the first book came out, 
and it has already raised almost over a thousand 
dollars for the charity that we wrote it for."

N  O  L  A   B  A  R  R



Fill out the application here:

selfpublishing.com/scifi

Limited spots and only the committed will be let in…
So bring your A-GAME!



Writing and publishing change my life forever…
and I know it will change yours, too.

Why are we doing this?



Fill out the application here:

selfpublishing.com/scifi

Limited spots and only the committed will be let in…
So bring your A-GAME!


