
Gateway School District
Dear Parents:

This letter is to inform you that Ramsey Elementary School students in Grades 3 and 4 will be
taking the state mandated Pennsylvania System of School Assessments (PSSA’s) beginning
Tuesday, April 25, 2023. This assessment consists of both multiple choice and open ended
responses. The testing sessions will run from about 9:15-9:30 AM to 11:15 AM each day.
Students will have the option for extended time if necessary. The following information will
help you best support your child during the testing window.

Date Assessment Grades

April 25th ELA Section 1 3-8

April 26th ELA Section 2 3-8

April 27th ELA Section 3 3-8

May 2nd Math Section 1 3-8

May 3rd Math Section 2 3-8

May 9th Science Section 1 4 & 8

May 10th Science Section 2 4 & 8

These tests are designed to measure student progress toward achievement of the Pennsylvania
standards and assessment anchors. The results will not be used to grade students. Individual
student reports, school, district, and state data will be obtained from the ELA, math, and science
assessments. Information derived from these assessments will also help to plan future school
programs. The results will be available in the fall of 2023.

Please make every attempt not to schedule appointments and/or vacations for your child during
this time period. It is in the best interest of every student to administer the test in the most
natural environment possible versus a make-up session. Prior to the assessment, please ensure
that your student has a good night’s sleep and eats a healthy breakfast, and receives words of
encouragement.



Please make every effort for your student to be on time for school to begin the tests between
9:15-9:30 AM. Students arriving at school after 9:15 AM are not permitted to enter the
classroom once the test has started. They will need to sit in the office and wait until the testing
session is over.

You can help your child prepare for the PSSAs by seeing that he/she obtains a good night’s sleep
and eats a nutritious breakfast each morning. Explain the importance of the tests and encourage
your child to do his/her best. Your continued support in helping your child be successful is
greatly appreciated.

Attached to this notice, you will find an information guide provided by the state. Please feel free
to contact me if you have any questions at kfriend@gatewayk12.org

Sincerely,

Katie Friend

Important Information for Parents:

(Includes test design information and Item & Scoring Samplers)

ELA Resources

Mathematics Resources

Science Resources

FAQ for Families

https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/PSSA/T
est%20Administration%20Materials/2021PSSAFAQ.pdf

mailto:kfriend@gatewayk12.org
https://www.education.pa.gov/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/PSSA/Pages/ELAs.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/PSSA/Pages/Mathematics.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/PSSA/Pages/Science.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/PSSA/Test%20Administration%20Materials/2021PSSAFAQ.pdf
https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/PSSA/Test%20Administration%20Materials/2021PSSAFAQ.pdf


PARENT INFORMATION

The PA Department of Education (PDE) has issued guidelines regarding a student Code of
Conduct for PSSA and Keystone Exam testing. Furthermore, PDE requires that school personnel
confiscate cell phones and other electronic devices at the testing site. In an era of cell phones,
smart phones, and other electronic devices which can easily photograph and instantly share
photographs, confidential and secure test materials can be easily compromised.

Elementary students are not allowed to have cell phones or other electronic devices in their
possession or at their desk during the school day. This same rule will be followed during PSSA
test administration. Principals and test administrators will review the Code of Conduct with
students prior to the first test administration.






