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H.E.W., Solid Waste & Veterans Committee 
Tentative Minutes 

(Remote Attendance due to COVID-19 Crisis) 

March 9, 2021 
 

1. Call Meeting to Order: Chairwoman Bowers called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. Present via 
audio: Bowers, Fox, Asp, Corbitt and Williams. Others via audio: Regional School 
Superintendent Bob Sondgeroth, Solid Waste Director Steve Rypkema, Animal Control 
Administrator Dr. Thomas Champley, Greg Grant with LOTS, Rich Sheldon with Veterans 
Assistance Commission. Present: Finfrock (enters after roll call). Absent: Health Dept. 
Administrator Kyle Auman. 
 

2. Approval of Minutes – February 9, 2021: Motion by Fox to approve the minutes as presented, 2nd 
by Corbitt. Roll call: Yes – Fox, Asp, Corbitt, Williams and Bowers. Motion carried.  

 

3. Public Comment: None   
 

4. Regional Office of Education 
Monthly Bills: Motion by Finfrock to approve the bills totaling $2,059.19, 2nd by Williams. Yes 
– Fox, Asp, Corbitt, Finfrock, Williams and Bowers. Motion carried.  
 Department Update: Sondgeroth reviewed his department update sent out to committee 

members last month. Sondgeroth discusses the educator shortage the school districts are 
experiencing in Ogle County.  
 

5. Health Department: Bowers did receive an e-mail from Health Department Administrator Kyle 
Auman that he would not be available today and the committee should have received a report via 
e-mail from Auman. 
 

6. Solid Waste Department 
 Monthly Bills: Motion by Corbitt to approve the bills totaling $762.23, 2nd by Finfrock. Roll 

call: Yes – Fox, Asp, Corbitt, Finfrock, Williams, Fox and Bowers. Motion carried. 
 Department Update: Rypkema reviews his budget reports and asks for comments. Rypkema 

sent information in an e-mail yesterday.   
 Grant Applications:  

a.   Village of Leaf River: amount requested - $1,902 – Fox moves to approve, 2nd by Corbitt. 
Roll call: Yes – Fox, Asp, Corbitt, Finfrock, Williams, Fox and Bowers. Motion carried. 

b.   Village of Stillman Valley: amount requested - $2,000 - Fox moves to approve, 2nd by 
Williams. Roll call: Yes – Fox, Asp, Corbitt, Finfrock, Williams, Fox and Bowers. 
Motion carried. 

c.   Monroe Township: amount requested – $2,000 – Corbitt moves to approve, 2nd by 
Finfrock. Roll call: Yes – Fox, Asp, Corbitt, Finfrock, Williams, Fox and Bowers. 
Motion carried. 

 Waste Reduction/Recycling Grant Application: 
a. City of Oregon Farmers Market - Total cost $563, grant amount requested: $450.40. 

Rypkema explains the plans for the relocation of the Farmers Market and items they want 
to purchase. Corbitt moves to approve, 2nd by Finfrock. Roll call: Yes – Fox, Asp, Corbitt, 
Finfrock, Williams, Fox and Bowers. Motion carried. 
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 Solid Waste Management Plan Update: 
Rypkema informs the committee of the first virtual meeting held on February 24, 2021 and 
the presentation is available online 
https://oglecounty.org/departments/solid_waste/resources.php 
The next meeting will be Wednesday, March 31, 2021, 10:00 a.m.   

 Intergovernmental Delegation Agreement Between IEPA & Ogle County for Solid Waste 
Enforcement Program is up for renewal by June of this year.  This is a five-year agreement 
which authorizes the OCSWMD to inspect the landfills and do the local enforcement of solid 
waste laws and regulations in Ogle County.  A draft of the new agreement should be ready by 
next month. 

 Rypkema states he has received over 50 applications and resumes for the Administrative 
Assistant position. He is holding interviews and hopes to have someone hired soon. 

 The next Electronic Recycling Event will be March 26th from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. – 
participants must apply for a permit. 

 
7. Animal Control 

 Monthly Bills: Motion by Asp to approve the Animal Control bills in the amount of 
$1,365.94, 2nd by Corbitt. Finfrock asks why the petty cash purchase for fuel. Champley 
states there has been a problem with the fuel pump at the Sheriff’s Department. Finfrock 
states changes are coming. Roll call: Yes – Fox, Asp, Corbitt, Finfrock, Williams, Fox and 
Bowers. Motion carried. Motion by Fox to approve the Pet Population bills in the amount of 
$812.50, 2nd by Asp. Roll call: Yes – Fox, Asp, Corbitt, Finfrock, Williams, Fox and Bowers. 
Motion carried. 

 Department Update: Dr. Champley states they need a COVID relief bill for pet owners who 
cannot afford to update their animals’ shots. 

 
8. Veterans Assistance Commission: Rich Sheldon, interim Administrator reviews his report update 

sent to the committee. Sheldon states they continue to talk to DeKalb County to assist the Ogle 
County Veterans. A candidate has been identified to come into the office as a VSO who has 
about seven years’ experience. The Executive Committee has met with this potential candidate. 
Fox asks if he has had the opportunity to refer any clients to LOTS. Sheldon states they have not, 
they have drivers that are available. Sheldon and Grant will get together to see what type of 
services they can provide.  
 

9. LOTS (Lee-Ogle Transportation System): Report was emailed; Grant reviews some of the 
highlights.  

 

10. Old Business: None 
 

11. New Business: None 
 

12. Closed Session: None  
 

13. Adjournment: With no further business, Chairwoman Bowers adjourned the meeting. Time: 2:43 
p.m 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Laura J. Cook 
Ogle County Clerk and Recorder 



OGLE COUNTY SOLID WASTE 
MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT 2021 
WASTE REDUCTION AND RECYCLING 
GRANT 
*CITY OF OREGON FARMERS MARKET* 

 
 

02/25/2021 Recycling and Compost Program 
 

Program Synopsis: Implement a recycling and compost program for our 

Farmer’s Market events to collect and manage recycling and compost 

material in the City of Oregon.   























Cleanup Day Grant Summary Table
FY 2021

Town/Township
Date 

Received Date of Event
Total Projected 

Cost

Grant 
Amount 

Requested
Matching 
Amount

Amount 
Approved 

Date 
Approved 

Actual 
Amount 
Spent

Amount 
Paid Date Paid Notes

Davis Junction 2/8/2021 6/19/2021 $1,024.03 $512.06 $512.06 512.06$      2/9/2021 Approved 2/9/21

Leaf River 2/10/2021 05/21-22/21 $3,654.00 $1,902.00 $1,902.00

Stillman Valley 2/11/2021 06/5-12/21 $4,677.80 $2,000.00 $2,677.80

Monroe Township 3/1/2021 9/18/2021 $4,580.00 $2,000.00 $2,580.00

Totals $13,935.83 $6,414.06 $7,671.86 512.06$      $0.00 $0.00

Amount Remaining in 
Budget ($9,000 in line item) 8,487.94$   $9,000.00

3/4/2021  3:13 PM
Cleanup Day Grants 2021
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Veterans Assistance Commission of Ogle County 

Statistical & Financial Report 

March 9, 2021 Meeting of Ogle County H.E.W. Committee  
 

Rich Sheldon Comments: 

 

 The VACOC received notification from the Illinois Department Of Employment Services stating that Ms. 

Katoll’s unemployment claim was designated as a “No Charge” to the commission. 

 

 Interfacing with the DeKalb County VAC continues referring our ongoing and future VA claims to them with 

the approval of the Ogle County veteran. 

 

 The VACOC executive committee will be requesting a meeting with the HEW committee membership to 

present the functional organization of the commission. 

 

 Transportation to VA medical facilities still remains a bit slow, 17 trips scheduled thus far for March. 

 

 

VACOC Activity February 2021 

Communication   

Emails - 

Calls - 

U.S. Mail Sent - 

Client Office Visits - 

    

Financial Aid   

Number of Approved 0 

Number of Declined 0 

    

Rent Assistance 0  

Gas Assistance 0 

Electric Assistance 0 

Water Assistance 0 

Food/Hygiene 0 

Veteran Funeral Expense 0 

Total Veteran Financial Aid $0.00  

    

Transportation   

Number of Requests Fulfilled 18 

Number of VA Facilities 5 

Number of Veterans 10 

Miles Driven 3156 

Volunteer Drivers' Hours 99 
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Check Registry – February 2021 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 
Report to HEW Committee of Ogle County Board 

March 9, 2021 | 2:00 PM 
 

1.) Highlights 
a. Ridership at the highest level in one year 

i. 961 rides provided week of March 1st 
 

b. FY 2022 Contracts being developed 
i. Documents going to Lee County Board this month 

1. Resolution Authorizing Execution/Amendment of Section 5311 grant 
2. Public Transportation Applicant Ordinance 
3. Acceptance of Special Warranty 

 
c. Operator Audits being performed for 1st and 2nd Quarter requisitions 

i. Audit of Village of Progress held March 1 / 9:00 AM 
ii. Audits this week include those for… 

1. Rock River Center / March 10 @ 9:00 AM 
2. LCCOA / March 10 @ 11:00 AM 
3. Hub City Senior Center / March 12 @ 8:30 AM 
4. Kreider Services / March 12 @ 11:00 AM 

 
2.) Other Updates 

a. Mass Transit District Development / Advisory Council 
i. Advisory Council met January 28, 2021 

ii. Representatives from Lee and Ogle Counties  
iii. Outcome: Consensus to develop Ordinance to send to both County Boards 

supporting the development of a Mass Transit District 
iv. Brian Brim, 1st Assistant State’s Attorney is drafting Ordinance 

1. Ordinance will likely be ready for May, 2021 meetings of County Boards 
 

b. IDOT Contracts for Fiscal Year 2022 
i. Applications are due in by April 1, 2021 

ii. Allocated amounts for FY 2022 include; 
1. 5311: $245,411 (no change from FY 2021) 
2. 5311F (I-88): $1,084,542 (no change from FY 2021) 
3. DOAP: $1,555,840 (10% increase from FY 2021) 
4. CARES Act 5311/5311F: remaining amount (runs through June 30, 2023) 
5. 5311F (I-39): Undetermined if funding will continue 

 
c. Single Transportation Audit 

i. Annual requirement per Illinois Department of Transportation 
ii. Final Audit Report sent by Wipfli 

 
d. Audit of Greyhound Bus Lines 

i. Annual requirement of IDOT 
ii. Greyhound single audit provided to Properties Committee in December 

iii. Single audit being sent along to full County Board this month 
 

e. CARES Relief Funding 
i. Burlington Trailways agreement ($2.125 ML) 

1. 25% of this amount has been “spent down” by Burlington 
ii. Greyhound Bus Lines ($6.352 ML) 

1. 100% of this amount has been “spent down” by Greyhound 
iii. IDOT has revised the County’s CARES Relief funding 

1. Adding an additional $989,000 
2. Total contract amount is now: $12,751,412 



210 East Progress Drive, Dixon, IL  61021   |   (815) 288-2117   www.lotsil.org 

3.) Update on Capital Projects 
a. Canopy Project – front of Reagan Transit Center 

i. Project is “appreciably” completed as of January 11th, meeting with General 
Contractor and Willett Hofmann (architectural/engineering) 

ii. Final “punch list” of remaining components being developed by Willett Hofmann 
iii. Remaining component: repair damaged façade of canopy  

1. Responsibility of Porter Brothers / whose asphalt truck scratched facade 
 

4.) New Capital Funding of Projects - $200 million / REBUILD Illinois Grant Program 
a. LOTS REBUILD Proposal: $2,794,783 

i. NOSA received; executed 2-year capital contract received  
ii. Second administrative/maintenance location in Ogle County 

1. First step to purchase 3.71-acre parcel for secondary office location  
iii. Three (3) new Ford Transit Vans  
iv. Video surveillance cameras on buses   

 
5.) Technical Assistance Grant 

a. Technical Assistance Grant (Awarded) from IDOT / City of Rochelle Project 
i. Awaiting executed contract for $79,000 grant 

ii. Two-year grant to complete feasibility study for fixed route in Rochelle 
 
 

6.) COVID-19/Coronavirus Pandemic / Impact on Public Transportation 
a. Ridership is down by 40.38% when compared to one year ago  

i. 961 rides (week of March 1, 2021) vs. 1,612 rides (one year ago) 
1. See chart below 

ii. Ridership continuing to trend upward (see attachment)  
iii. New moneyless system – ParaPass of CTS – will be implemented in near future 

 
b. Following protocols remain in place 

i. Riders and Drivers must wear face coverings (unless medical condition) 
ii. Driver shield doors installed on vehicles including, most recently, mini-vans 

iii. Riders are being asked to use social distancing 
iv. Sanitizing protocols before/after trips.  
v. Daily sanitizing protocols in place at Reagan Transit Center  

vi. Drivers and staff take temperature taken before/after shift.  
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