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CONVERGENCES WORLD FORUM 2016 

9th edition 

Paris – 5, 6 and 7 September, 2016 

 
 

Since 2008, the Convergences World Forum has provided a unique space where public, private 
and solidarity actors, as well as academics and media, can meet and debate to build together a 
“Zero exclusion, Zero Carbon, Zero Poverty” world.   

 

Main themes of the Convergences World Forum 2016   

The 9th edition of the Convergences World Forum “Inventing tomorrow’s sustainable cities and 

territories” will be organised around three axis: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

A co-constructive approach  

The programme of the Convergences World Forum is the result of the collaborative work of over 

200 organisations gathered in our three working groups: “Partnerships for the implementation 

of the Sustainable Development Goals”, “Socially impacting business models and innovations” 

and “Responsible and inclusive finance”.  

 

Any organisation or expert wishing to contribute to the Convergences World Forum 2016 may 

join our working groups or respond to our call for proposals before March 18th, 2016.  

 

 

Contact: Carolina Herrera, Programming and Research Manager 

(carolina.herrera@convergences.org). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Towards sustainable cities and territories 

 
Meeting the new Sustainable Development Goals 

 
An economy serving the Common Good 

mailto:carolina.herrera@convergences.org
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TOWARDS SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND TERRITORIES 
 

 
1. Territories in 
transition 

- Cities adapting to 
climate change : 
inspiring projects 
throughout the world 

- Towards the COP22 : 
financing adaptation 
projects 

- Connected objects and 
open source contributing 
to sustainable cities 

- Agriculture in transition : 
permaculture, 
agroecology and urban 
farming 

 
2. Food, water and 
energy nexus  

- Sustainable production 
and consumption : 
overview and 
perspectives 

- Family farming, co-op 
farming and industrial 
agriculture: how can they 
cohabitate?  

- Access to energy: the 
electrification of rural 
areas in Africa 

- What partnerships to 
finance the agro-
ecological transition? 

- The impact of the energy 
transition on citizens 

- Access to water and 
sanitation  

- Circular economy and 
waste management 

 
3. Economic activity, 
land-use planning and 
mobility  

- Creating jobs in 
sustainable sectors  

- Concentration of 
activities vs. 
decentralisation: how to 
organize future 
territories? 

- Smart cities and 
sustainable mobility 

- The stakes of urban 
development 

- The risks of 
deforestation: access to 
land and rights of 
ownership 

 

 

 

 

MEETING THE NEW SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGs) 
 

 
1. Education et 
interculturality  

- Education: a cornerstone 
of human development  

- Education, civil rights and 
gender equality  

- Education: a key to social 
integration  

- What are the tools and 
financings to support 
access to culture and 
education? 

 
2. Implementing the 
SDGs 

- The post-2015 world 
agenda: macro and micro 
perspectives  

- Financing the SDGs: tools 
and forms of 
collaborations 

- SMEs supporting the 
SDGs: inspiring solutions 
throughout the world 

- SDGs and civil society: 
how to raise awareness 
and take ownership? 

- Implementing the SDGs : 
the challenge of project 
follow-up and evaluation 

 

 
3. A new approach to 
humanitarian aid 

- From emergency relief to 
development 

- Technical and financial 
innovations to address 
humanitarian crisis 

- Humanitarian action: 
facing the challenge of 
migration 

- The role of microfinance in 
humanitarian aid  
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   AN ECONOMY SERVING THE COMMON GOOD  
 

 
1. Synergies between 
business models and 
economic actors 

- Hybridisation of business 
models: when social 
actors inspire the private 
sector 

- Social entrepreneurship 
in NGOs 

- Multilateral partnerships: 
what are the possible 
collaborations and 
innovations? 

- How does social 
innovation impulse 
change in the private 
sectors? 

- How to communicate and 
market these new 
business models? 

- How can each actor 
contribute to circular 
economy? 

 
2. Participative and 
collaborative social 
models 

- How to scale up 
participative and 
collaborative models? 

- Classic and participative 
financing models: 
synergies and forms of 
cohabitation  

- Citizens and 
consum’actors 

- Open source and 
intellectual property 

 

 

 

 
3. Socially impacting 
financial tools  

- Socially impacting 
financial innovations: 
general overview and 
perspectives 

- Microfinance Plus: 
inspiring projects 
throughout the world  

- What tools to promote 
Socially Responsible 
Investment? 

- What financial tools and 
European normative 
framework to launch a 
project? 

- Investments: the boom of 
renewable energies?   

 
 
 
 

 

Members of the Convergences Working groups 

1001pact, 8 - Le temps presse !, Accenture, ACTED, ADIE, AFD, Africa 21, Africa4Tech, AFDI, Agrisud, AVSF, Aklea, Alcyone Finance, Alter-Eco, Aquafed, Arizuka, 

Ashoka France, Association Forêt Nourricière, Association Française de Fundraisers, Association Scientifique et Technique pour l’Eau et l’Environnement (ASTEE), ATD 

Quart Monde, Audencia, AVISE, AVSF, Babyloan, Banques Alimentaires, Banque Postale, BeCitizen, Be-Linked, BNP Paribas, L’Atelier BNP Paribas, Bpifrance, C3D, 

Caisse des dépôts, Caisse Solidaire, CARE France, CARE international, CartONG, CCFD-Terre Solidaire, Centre français des fondations, CERISE, CFSI, CGSP, CGT, 

Change.org, CIDR, Cités unies France, Citi Microfinance, Citizen Capital, CliMates, Club Jade, CNRS, Coalition-Eau, Co-city, Comptoir de l’innovation, Coordination SUD, 

Crédit Coopératif, Crédit Municipal de Paris, danone.communities, Des enjeux et des hommes, Djantoli, Ecofrugal project, EDF, Enactus, ENEA Consulting, Engie, 

Entrepreneurs d'Avenir, Entreprendre et +, Eqosphère, ESC Dijon, ESCP Europe, ESSEC, Etc Terra, European Microfinance Platform (e-MFP), EVOA, EY, 

Facealemploi.tv, Fédération des entreprises d’insertion, Fédération Nationale des Caisses d'Epargne, FERDI, Fidal, Financement participatif France, Finansol, FNCE, 

Fonda, Fondation Agir Contre l'Exclusion (FACE), Fondation Apprentis d'Auteuil, Fondation Bill & Melinda Gates, Fondation Caisse d'épargne pour la solidarité, Fondation 

Crédit Agricole, Fondation de Rothschild, Fondation Energies pour le Monde, Fondation France Liberté, Fondation Goodplanet, Fondation Grameen Crédit Agricole, 

Fondation Hermès, Fondation Mérieux, Fondation Renault, Fondation Veolia Environnement, Fonds Afrique, Fonds SUEZ initiatives, Forum Action Modernités, France 

Active, France Inter, France Volontaires, Friendship, Garrigue, GCA, GERES, Global Compact France, GRET, Groupe BEL, Groupe Bolloré - Earthtalent, Groupe SOS, 

Habitat et humanisme, HEC, Hello Asso, Hystra, I&P, ICT4D et WASH Consulting, IDDRI, IDEAS, IECD, IMS-Entreprendre, Initiative France, IRIS, Jeune Chambre 

Economique de Paris, Konica Minolta, Koom, KPMG, La Nef, La Poste, La REcyclerie, La Ruche, La Table de Cana, Lafarge, L'Atelier, Le Labo ESS, Le Monde, Le 

RAMEAU, L'Express, MACIF, MAEDI, Mairie de Paris, MakeSense, Max Havelaar, Mezzocrédit, MicroCred, Microcredit Summit Campaign, MicroDon, MIX Market, 

Mouves, Mutum, NATIXIS AM, Neoplanète, Newmanityb, Novethic, Nov'Impact, OCDE, Oikocredit, ONE–France, One Heart Communication, Orange, ORSE, OuiShare, 

Oxfam France, OXUS, Palmas, PAMIGA, Paris-Europlace, Partenariat français pour l'eau, ProBono Lab, Proparco, Rainforest Alliance, Rencontres du Mont Blanc, Réseau 

Européen de la Microfinance (REM), Réseau Financement Alternatif, Salon des Solidarités, SAP, Sb Factory, Schneider Electric, SenseCube, SIDI, Simplon.co, SNCF, 

Societality, Société Générale, Solthis, Sonema, SOS Sahel, SoScience!, SUEZ, Sustainway, The Forest Trust, Tudo Bom, Tudor, UNCCAS, UNICEF, United Way France, 

Upcycle, Utopies, Veolia, Ville de Sceaux, Vision du Monde, Wiithaa, Wikimédia, WWF France, YMCA, Yunus Social Business. 

 

Contacts 

Carolina Herrera, Programming and Research Manager: carolina.herrera@convergences.org  

Céline Rotcajg, Communication and Partnerships Manager: celine.rotcajg@convergences.org  
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