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October 11, 2017 
 
 
The Honourable Mélanie Joly 
Minister of Canadian Heritage 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6 
Melanie.Joly@parl.gc.ca 
 
Dear Minister Joly, 
 
Re: 2018 Federal Budget – Library and Archives Canada 
 
On behalf of the Vancouver Public Library (VPL) Board, I would like to express appreciation to 
you and the Federal Government for your inspiring investments in and emerging vision for 
culture, heritage, and the arts in Canada. It is refreshing to see these three pillars of society 
recognized as key factors to the success of our country. 
 
I am writing briefly to express the VPL Board’s support of the Canadian Urban Libraries Council 
and Canadian Federation of Library Association's requests that the Federal Government invest 
$30M over the next five years (2018-2022) to support a coordinated national initiative to 
digitize Canada’s rich documentary heritage, and to build the digital infrastructure required to 
make this material available to all Canadians. We see the digitization and preservation of and 
access to this material as a critical Canadian endeavour that not only helps us understand our 
complex history, but use of and exposure to these resources help build a more inclusive, 
creative, and empathetic society moving forward. 
 
In addition to this important investment, we would like to highlight one other pressing issue. 
With limited inequitable exceptions, First Nations communities across Canada do not have 
public libraries or access to public library services. Public libraries are critical social 
infrastructure that ensures every member of a community, regardless of their life 
circumstances, has access to the information, knowledge, and culture they need to fully 
participate in the social, economic, and cultural life of their local community, this country, and 
the world. The VPL Board does not have a proposed solution to this gap, but we highlight it as 
one of the many systemic inequities we need to address as Canadians and to signal our hope 
that your Department, or another, will work with First Nations communities so they can define 

2017 Trustees: 
Mary Lynn Baum Carellin Brooks Amanda Card Jennifer Chan Kyla Epstein Suki Grewal Karen Hoffmann 
Sarah Kirby-Yung Raji Mangat Gordon Ross John Schaub Rhonda Sherwood Clr. Tim Stevenson  
 

mailto:Melanie.Joly@parl.gc.ca


 
 
 
 
 
 
what this type of library infrastructure should look like in their communities and to work with 
them to create it, including by offering direct financial support. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank you again for the Federal Government’s support of the 
revitalization and expansion of our Central Library. As the most visited indoor public space in 
Vancouver, the Central Library plays a vital role in the cultural life of Vancouver, including 
providing free supports and platforms for many artists in Vancouver. Work is proceeding and 
we look forward to sending you an invitation to the opening in the spring of 2018. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this submission and, on behalf of the VPL Board, I wish you 
and your colleagues well as you continue in your work to balance the budget in our increasingly 
complex world. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
Kyla Epstein, Chair 
Vancouver Public Library Board 
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